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WENTY volumes of a periodical Work, 
under the title of Medical Commen- 
taries, have been publiſhed at Edinburgh, by 
DrDuncan ſen. It was chiefly intended to ex- 
hibit a conciſe view of the lateſt and moſt im- 
portant diſcoveries ia medicine and medical 
philoſophy, particularly thoſe which tended 
to improve the practice of the healing art. 

A Volume of the Annals of Medicine 
will now be publiſhed every year, on the 
iſt of January. The plan of this new 
Work will not differ materially from that of 
the Medical Commentaries, of which it may 
be conſidered a continuation. But the Edi- 
tors flatter themſelves, that, when peace {hall 
again reſtore free intercourſe among nations, 
the correſpondence they have eſtabliſhed will 
enable them to give a better account of fo- 
reign medical literature, than the Engliſh 
reader has been hitherto accuſtomed to meet 
with, | | 

They alſo hope, that reflefting pratti- 
tioners will occaſionally uſe this Work 4s a 
A. 2 channel 
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channel for communicating, to the public, 
thoſe practical obſervations and facts which 
they think worthy of its notice. Theſe may 
be tranſmitted either to Dr Duncan at Edin- 
burgh, or to Dr G. Pearſon, Leiceſter Square, 
London, by whom they will be carefully 
forwarded to Edinburgh. 

The Editors are well aware of the difh- 
culty attending the proper execution of this 
Work, even under the moſt favourable cir- 
cumſtances. But their exertions to render 
it uſeful ſhall not be wanting ; and they 
hope for ſome ſhare of public approbation. 

In the preſent volume, the intelligent read- 
er will find many things well meriting care- 
ful examination, Not to mention other par- 
ticulars, if what is related reſpecting the ef- 


 feQts of the nitrous acid, as obſerved by Dr 


Carmichael Smyth, Mr Paterſon, and Mr. 
Scott, ſhall be fully confirmed by the expe- 
rience of others, the diſcoveries of the pre- 
ſent period will be entitled to particular no- 


tice in the hiſtory of medicine. 
EDINBURGH, Fan. 1. 1797. 
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FOR THE YEAR 1790. 


SECT I. 
Analyſis of Books. 


I. 
Chirur giſch - mediciniſche Abhandlungen ver- 
ſchiedenen Inhalts Polen betreffend, Oc. i. e. 


Surgical and Medical Treatiſes on various Sub- 
eds reſpecting Poland. By F. L. de la Fon- 
ttaine, Aulic Counſellor and Surgeon to the 
King, Citizen of the New Conſtitution at War - 
ſaw, Cc. 8v0. Breſlaw, 1792. with plates. 


LTHOUGH theſe treatiſes are confined 
A almoſt entirely to thoſe peculiarities - 
in Poland which deſerve the attention of a 
medical philoſopher, they mult ſtill be inte- 

Vol. I. A reſting 
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reſting to every one who withes to proſe- 
cute the natural hiſtory of man, and the 
efteas of climate, cuſtcem, and religion, 
upon his phyſical qualities. Ihey are writ- 
ten in the form of letters, without any at- 
tention to ſyſtematic arrangement; hut they 
contain a number of intereſting ſacts, and 
acute obſcrvations. We have confined our 
analyſis to the firlt treatiſe, written upon that 
very peculiar diſeaſe, ſeldom ſeen out of 
Poland, and hence called the Plica Polonica. 
Cur author has collected all the facts re- 
ſpecting it, which have fallen under his own 
© bfervation, and given us an authentic ac— 
count of this very remarkable aſfection, known 
to us hitherto only from the tranſient re— 
marks of travellers, or the abſurd relations 
ot a credulous people, 

Trichoma, or Plica Polcnica, is a diſeaſe 
endemic in Poland, and the neighbouring 
countries, in which a morbid matter is cri- 
tically depoſited upon the hair, and binds 3: 
together in ſuch a manner, that it becomes 
impoſſible to unravel it. 'I his morbid mat- 
ter is likewiſe depoſited upon the nails of 
the hands and feet, which then become 


larger, 


- 
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larger, thicker, high-backed, deformed, 
horny, and ill coloured, but by no means 
black. This diſeaſe ſpares no age, ſex, or 
condition, nor even newly-arrived itrangers ; 
nay, infants bring it into the world with 


them. However, the peaſant, beggar, and 


Jew, ſuſler molt from it. At Cracow, the 
proportion affected with it in theſe claſſes, 
is two or three in ten, while among the 
nobles and rich citizens, it is two in thirty 
or forty. At Warſaw, of the former, four 
in forty were affected; of the latter, three in 
nincty or a hundred. Many people never 
have the diſeaſe, others repeatedly, after 
intervals of ſome years, during which ſome 
remain in perfect health, others conſtantly 
unwell. Thoſe who have once had it, fre- 
quently relapſe; and it is more common in 
the warm ſummer- months than in winter. 
Men are not the only ſubjeds of it, but alſo 
horſes, oxen, cows, ſheep, dogs, wolves, 
ſoxes, &c. and particularly thoſe which 
have long hair. It does not attack the 
teathered race. Soft light -brown hair is 
oiteneſt affected, though no colour is ſpared, 
The plica is never white; but when it drops 
A 2 off 
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oft in old people, it is ſometimes ſucceeded 
by white hairs. Expcrience ſhews that it is 
a contagious diſeaſe, and very often conge- 
nital. Thoſe to whom it is communicated 
by contact, have it ſlightly, and are eaſily 
cured. It is found ſrom the ſource of the 
Viſtula (Weichſel, hence its name Weich- 
ſelzopf) to the Carpathian mountains, Li- 
thuania, White and Red Ruſſia, and Tartary, 
but is more frequent in ſome diſtricts than in 
others. Poles who travel are ſometimes af- 
fected with it in other countries, and even 
their children. There is no certainty when 
or where it firſt aroſe; the Arabians, Greeks, 
and Romars, do not mention it, but ſome 
modern writers make the date of its origin 

1387, and add, that it came from Tartary. 
The ſymptoms which precede the depoſi- 
tion of the morbid matter on the hair, are very 
various, and often put on the appearance of o- 
ther diſeaſes. It ſometimes happens ſuddenly, 
without any previous ſymptom. Rage and 
terror have cauſed it to appear inſtantaneouſly, 
The longer the morbid matter remains in 
the ſyſtem, the more dangerous is the diſ- 
eaſe. Its moſt common ſymptoms are, wan- 
dering 
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dering pſeudo- rheumatic pains, which occa- 
ſion greater danger according to the import- 
ance of the part attacked. If the matter be 
not depoſited ſpontaneouſly, or with the help 
of art, on the hair or nails, but on ſome 
other organ, it produces occaſionally apo- 
plexy, mania, and all the nervous diſcaſes, 
as well as the various inflammations, parti— 
cularly of the eyes, glandular indurations, 
gangrene, and caries, more particularly of 
the naſal bones and cranium. | 
The moſt common ſymptoms are, a ſenſe 
of weight and torpidity in all the limbs, 
pains in the back, giddineſs, aſthma, ſinging 
in the ears, with an increaſed ſecretion of 
wax, Cull pains in the orbits of the eyes, in- 
flammation of the eyes and lacrymal glands, 
with an augmented flow of tears, headach, 
violent itching and prickling in the hairy 
ſcalp, pain in the precordia, and melan- 
choly. It is remarkable that many of the 
patients have an irreſiſtible propenſity to the 
drinking of ſpirits, and a craving deſire for 
new and ſtrange kinds of food, while they 
loathe the things they uſed to reliſh moit. 
But the moſt certain ſigns that a plica will ſoon 


A 3 be 
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be formed, are clammy tough ſweats about 
the head, with diminution of the pains, and 
a ſenſation of tightneſs, as if the upper part 
of the head were drawn together. The 
hairs begin to grow greaſy, and acquire 
a remarkably diſagreeable imell. The pa- 
tient has frequent variations of ſhivering 
and heat, and feels an unpleaſant pricklir g 
cold under his nails. In theſe circumſtances, 
the criſis takes place upon the hair or nails, 
or both, and the patient is reſtored to per- 
fect health, unleſs in ſome rare caſes, witere 
the criſis is not perfect, and a new depoſition 
is ta take place. Sometimes the morbid mat- 
ter is greater in quantity than the hairs can 
contain: they then give way, and an im- 
menſe quantity is poured out between them. 
It is not true, that the hairs extend ſo much, 
that blood flows - out of them, or that they 
bleed upon being cut. If any matter ſtill 
remain in the ſyſtem, it is depoſited upon 
the hair of the pubis, under the arm-pits, 
or upon the nails. If the ſymptoms con- 
tinue, a ſecond plica will certainly be form- 
ed, but not until the firſt has ſeparated 
from the head, and new hair has grown; 


Dor 
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nor cat we ever be certain that a ſecond 
one will not be formed, for the diſeaſe often 
takes on a kind of periodic form. A con- 


' ſtant ſenſe of cold about the head, and 


particularly at the temples, is a ſure ſign 
of its returning. Sometimes the whole mat- 
ter is depoſited in one half of the hair, the 
other hall remaining found; in theſe caſes 
previous ſymptoms attacked only one fide 
of the body. The peculiar form of the 
matting depends upon the previous faſhion 
of the hair. Moſt of the men cut it ſhort 
and round; the women, on the contrary, 
have uncommonly long and beautiful hair. 
The morbid matter is firſt Cepoſited in the 
rete Malpighti, from whence it penetrates 
into the hair, ſometimes flowly, ſometimes 
rapidly. The moiſture oozing out from 
the hairs, binds them fo together, that it is 
impoſſible to ſeparate them again. If the 
whole hair be affected, it forms a kind ot 
cap; if it flow out only from ſingle haire, 
then ſeveral rope-like plicas are produced. 
Some days after it has been formed, it be- 
gins to ſmell ſomething like rancid fat ; and 
upon being touched, cauſes a pricking, un- 

A 4 pleaſant 
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pleaſant ſenſation in the fingers. At the 
ſame time, lice ſuddenly appear in ſuch 
diſguſting numbers, that the patient ſuffers 
more from them than from the diſeaſe. 
Mr Fontaine diſſected a patient, in whom 
the plica had come on juſt before death, 
and found the bulbs of the hair larger than 
natural, from which he preſſed out a pale- 
yellow clammy mucus; in another, in whom 
the plica was already old, he found nothing 
remarkable. 

The ſymptoms, beſore the eruption of the 
matter in animals, muſt be much the ſame 

as in men, for they evidently ſhew great 
uneaſineſs. Dogs have all the figns of ca- 
nine madneſs; they hang their tails be- 
tween their legs, foam at the mouth, do not 
bark, are apt to bite even their maſters, loſe 
entirely their appetite, ſeem blind, running 
againſt the walls, but do not dread water, 
on the contrary, drink much more than 
uſual ; and hydrophobia never ariſes from 
their bite. In horſes, the plica only hap- 
pens in their manes or tails. The butchers, 
tanners, hatters, and horners, are equally 
cautious not to buy any animal affected 


with 
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with the plica, for no part of them can be 
put to any uſe. 

Our author divides the plica into many 
kinds, according to their various forms, and 
into the true and falſe; which laſt ariſes mere- 
ly from want of cleanlineſs, in neglecting 
the combing of the hair, and from anointing 
it with various oils and fats. When the real 
plica is feparated from the head, the hair, 
by which it adheres, muſt form a falſe one, 
as it is impoſſible to comb it out on account 
of the true one. A new real one may now 
ariſe, and ſo on ſucceſſively, forming that 
immenſe maſs deſcribed by old authors. 

The proximate cauſe of this diſeaſe is, ac- 
cording to M. de la Fontaine, a peculiar 
morbid matter, which is clammy and acrid, 
has its ſeat in the lymph, and is depoſited 
critically upon the hair or nails. Its exciting 


| cauſes are equally uncertain, for neither 


the air, water, nor food, ſeem to have any 
effect in producing it; nor are cleanlinels 
and regular combing .of the hair any de- 

tence againſt it. 
In the beginning of the diſeaſe, M. de la 
Fontaine recommends reſolvent, attenuant, 
ſaponaceous, 
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faponaceous, demulcent, and emollient re- 
medies, to prepare the morbid matter for 
the criſis. If theſe be not ſufficient, he 
adds extract of aconite, or cicuta, calomel, 
or ſome antimonial. In general, he ſays, 
antimony is as ſpecific in this diſeaſe, as 
mercury is in lues. If it be complicated 
with lues, corroſive ſublimate produces the 
very beſt effects; but falivation is highly 
detrimental in every caſc. In order to bring 
about the criſis, he makes uſe of ſudorifics. 
The lycopodium is praiſed by old phyſi- 
clans as a ſpecific ; but unjuſtly. Theſe re- 
inedies can only be uſed when no fever is 
preſent ; in this caſe, blood-letting and eva- 
cuants muſt be very cautiouſly uſed. Our 
author compares it to the ſmall-pox, where, 
when the fever is too weak to produce the 
eruption, it muſt be increaſed ; when it is 
too violent, it muſt be diminiſhed. Hence 
the ſtrength of the patients muſt be often 
ſupported with generous diet. The people 
believe in a namber of ſpecifics, but the 
diſeaſe has not become leſs frequent. Ex- 
ternal remedies are almoſt always neceflary, 
ſuch as the application of warmth to the 

| head, 
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tead, in the form of vapour, warm bath, or 
decoctions of various plants; a decoction of 
ſoap is often of great uſe, when the head- 
ach is violent. Sinapiſms and bliſters are 
likewiſe applied with advantage. If the 
morbid matter be depoſited on the ſurface of 
the body, it occaſions malignant and obſti- 
nate ſores, which give a great deal of trouble. 
Antimony muſt always be an ingredient in 
whatever is applied to thefe. It the mat- 
ter have a tendency to depoſit itſelf in the 
nails, it muſt be encouraged by the applica- 
tion of ſtimulants ; ſuch as, tincture of can- 
tharides, bliſters, or by touching a freſh 
plica with the fingers. Againſt the vermin, 
hair-powdezr rubbed with mercury is the 
beſt remedy. If all theſe means be inade- 
quate to produce the criſis, inoculation of 
the diſcale will often effect it. It is per- 
tormed by putting on a cap which has juſt 

been worn by one who has a recent plica. 
The plica may, or may not, be cut off, 
according to circumſtances. After a com- 
plete criſis, it ſeparates from the head, and 
remains attached only by ſound hair. This 
may take place in a few davs, weeks, or 
| months, 


12 ANNALS OF 


months. If it has loſt its peculiar ſmell and 
grealy appearance, has become dry, and all 
ſymptoms have ceaſed, it may be cut off by 
dividing the ſound hair; for it is remark- 
able, that even an old plica cannot be cut 
in the middle without giving pain. The 
new hair may be waſhed with warm water, 
and combed out. 

If the plica be new, fit faſt on the head, 
cauſe a ſenſe of prickling in the fingers when 
touched, and the ſymptoms of diſeaſe have 
not yet ceaſed, it muſt not be cut off on any 
account. The molt dreadful accidents often 
ariſe immediately. Some have become in- 
ſtantly blind, or have died from apoplexy, 
or in epileptic convulſions. The people are 
ſo much afraid of this, that they will ſeldom 
permit the plica to be cut off, even when it 
may be done with ſafety. If bad conſe- 
quences follow the cutting off of the plica, 
the moſt certain and quickeſt remedy is, to 
apply it in its former ſituation, This muſt 
be done before it becomes dry; and it is 
almoſt incredible, ſays our author, that, at- 
ter one, two, three, or more days, it will 
again adhere to the head. He does not 

| maintain, 


ill 
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maintain, that it grows to the ſtumps of 
the hair; but that innumerable examples 
prove, that a kind of callous is formed, as 
in a fraftured bone. If the plica be not 
brought ro adhere again, the patient, if 
he ſurvive, remains exceſſively ſick, until 
the hair grow, and a new plica be formed. 
The Jews, the moſt bigotted of all beings, 
have their own cuſtoms and cures: they 
never permit it to be cut off; and nothing 
can be more diſguſting, than one whoſe 
beard and whiſkers are affected with this 
diſeaſe. The nails do not ſeparate ſo rea- 


dily as the hair, and can only be ſafely cut 


off when new nails have begun to grow; and 
this often does not happen. The Poles be- 
lieve, that keeping their hair ſhort, or even 
thaving the head, 1s a preſervative againſt this 
diſeaſe; but, cn the contrary, the men ſuffer 
much more than the women, whoſe hair is 
long; and it at laſt affeQs the hair on other 
parts of the body, or the nails. 

M. de la Fontaine recommends a mild, 


attenuant, and corrective diet, as in other 


diſeaſes proceeding from acrimony of the 
fluids, with the uſe of ripe fruits, He ſays, 


that 
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that the diet of the common people in Poland 
conſiſts almoſt, if not entirely, of vegetables; 
and he thinks it owing to theſe, whica are ge- 
nerally made ſour, that the Poles are fo little 
affected with ſcurvy, though they live in 
narrow heated rooms, and drink to greater 
exceſs than any people in the world. The 
nobles and rich live in quite a different 
ſtyle; hard drinking 18 no longer among 
them a ſource of national pride, but the 
table is covered with all the delicacies 
French cookery can produce, though not 
to the excluſion of their Barſzcz, a kind of 
four ſoup made with groats and ſour tur- 
nips, to which our author aſeribes the moſt 


ſalutary effects, in preſerving them from 
many diſeaſes to which they would other- 


wiſe be ſubjected. To theſe general obſer- 
vations on the diſeaſe, is added the detailed 
account of about twenty caſes, which ſerve 
principally to ſhew the various ſymptoms 
which precede and accompany it. 

As the reit of theſe letters are upon ſub- 
jects entirely local, and intereſting only to 
thoſe connected with Poland, it will be un- 
neceſlary to give a detailed analyſis here. 


Ve 


MEDICINE, 1796. 15 


We ſhall, however, briefly enumerate 
che ſub jects on which they are written. 

Letter Firſt. On The principal inter- 
nal and external diſeaſes prevalent in Po- 
land, The influenza appeared there at the 
end of March 1788, and ceaſed about the 
end of April. "The ſmail-pox is dreadfully 
fatal; and, notwithſtanding the philanthro- 
pic endeavours of ſome noblemen, inocula- 
tion is by no means general. As Mr von 
Moneta has lately written a treatiſe, in 
which he aſſerts, that in Poland hundreds 
of hydrophobic patients are cured with 
beer, vinegar, and butter, our author thinks 
it neceſſary to obſerve, that neither he nor 
molt of the eſtabliſhed phyſicians have ever 
met with the diſeaſe. This miſtake may 
have ariſen from the ſymptoms which precede 
the appearance of the plica in dogs ; but their 
bite never produces hydrophobia. 

Letter Sccond. On The venereal diſeaſe, 
and pirls of the town. 

Letter Third. On The cuſtoms and diſl- 
eaſes of the Poliſh Jews. 

Letter fourth. On The interment of the 
dead within the cities. 


Letter 
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Letter Fifth. On The mineral waters and 
baths in Poiand. 

Letter Sixth. On The ſtreet-beggars. 

Letter Seventh, On Quacks and 
quackery. 

Letter Eighth. On The univerſity of 
Cracow. | 

Letter Ninth. On The academy at 
Wilna. e 
Letter Tenth. On The great hoſpital 


and orphan-houſe of the infant Jeſus, at 
Warſaw, | 


II. 


II. 
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II. : 
22 ſur le Goitre et le Cretinage, Qc. i. e. 
Eſſay on the Bronchocele and Cretiniſm, in which 
the Cauſes why theſe Diſeaſes affect the Inha- 
bitants of Valleys, and the Phyfical and Mo- 


ral Means which ought to be employed to pre- 


vent them, are inveſtigated. By Dr Fran- 
cis Emanuel Foderé. $vo. Turin. 


vide Richter's Chirurgiſche Bibliothek. c. 
i. e. Richter's Surgical Library, Vol. XV. 
8 vo. Goettingen. 


HE uſual ſeat of the bronchocele is the 
thyroid gland, but it ſometimes ex- 

tends to the neighbouring cellular ſubſtance, 
When the ſwelling is conſiderable, it affects 
the voice, and impedes reſpitation by its 
preſſure on the recurrent nerve and muſcles 
of the hyoid bone and thyroid cartilage. 
Our author thinks, that the moſt probable 
ule of this gland is to furniſh a conſtant ſup- 
ply of fluid for moiſtening the windpipe, and 
particularly its upper part, which would 
otherwiſe become parched, from the con- 
tinual paſſage of the air through it. The 
Tb. 5 B epigiottis 
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epiglottis and arytenoid cartilages have their 
glands, which furniſh them with moiſture. 
The larynx has none; but it is furniſhed in- 
ternally with a number of holes, from which 
mucus may be preſſed, It is therefore pro- 
bable, that theſe communicate with the 
thyroid gland, by which the mucus is ſecre- 
ted. Our author at leaſt aſſures us, that he 
has injected it with air and brandy through 
them. Through theſe openings, he allo 
thinks that air enters the gland on different 
occaſions, as on ſtrong expiration, reten- 
tion of the breath, &c. and thus gives riſe to 
the wind- bronchocele. 

Ihe bronchocele is moſt commonly found 
amongſt the inhabitants of low valleys, par- 
ticularly when their dwellings lie at the bot- 
toms of mountains, near rivers or ſtanding 
waters, ſurrounded with wood, and much ex- 
poſed to the ſouth and welt winds. It is 
more common with women than with men; 
with young, than with old people; with 
children, than with thoſe who are grown 
up; with thoſe who have a looſe, ſoft body, 
than with thoſe whoſe fleſh is firmer, with 
a thick brown ſkin, 

| It 
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It is remarkable, that women readily be- 
come affected with bronchocele, particularly 
during their pregnancy. In many it ariſes 
very quickly, even in the courſe of a ſingle 
night, and then it is generally painful. It 
often grows ſmaller afterwards; but, when 
the proper remedies are not uſed, it ſome- 
times remains during life. In thoſe coun- 
tries where the bronchocele is not endemic, 
it generally diſappears entirely after delivery, 
particularly when it was not very large. 
But when the pregnancies come ſoon alter 
each other, when in each of them the gland 
was much ſwelled, and particularly whea the 
woman lives in a country where the diſeaſe 
is endemic, the ſwelling around the gland 
diſappears after delivery, but not that of 
the gland itſelf. This, on the contrary, be- 
comes more enlarged every time. Moiſt 
warmth particularly favours the growth of 
the crop; and it is uſual to obſerve, that it 
increaſes in ſummer, and grows leſs, or en- 
tirely diſappears in winter, | 

The broachocele varies much in its fize 
and form. Sometimes it is a circumſcribed 


iwelling on the fore-part of the neck; at 


B 2 other 
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other times the whole neck is preterna- 
turally thick, when not only the thyroid 
gland, but the whole cellular fubſtance, is 
the ſeat of the diſeaſe. Some have what 
is called an internal bronchocele, and in 
theſe little or no ſwelling is perceptible. 

It is either hereditary, or ariſes from ac- 
cidental cauſes. Our author ſaw three new- 
ly born children with bronchoceles ; but it 
is not often congenital, When people at- 
fected with this diſeaſe intermarry in a coun- 
try where the diſeaſe is endemic, it is firſt 
perceived 1n the ſecond or third generation, 
and 1s then generally united with a tendency 
to cretiniſm. | 

The accidental bronchocele ariſes ſome- 
times very early. Our author ſaw a child, 
in whom it was already perceptable the fif— 
tieth day after birth. The girls get it ſooner 
than the boys. The uſual time of its ap- 
pearance is between the ſeventh and tenth 
year; but in ſome cafes its riſe may 
be predicted long before. Such chil- 

dren are commonly beautiful, have a fine 
ſkin, with red cheeks, large blue eyes, and 
light hair. They are alſo often very lively, 
| and 
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and walk ſoon. As ſoon as the bronchocele 
appears, every thing becomes changed, the 
eyes grow dull, the cheeks wan, the breath- 
ing and ſpeech difficult, and the child gene- 
rally remains of a ſmall ſize. The mental 
faculties become weak; and, amongſt the 
common people, ſuch a child often ap- 
proaches to a real Cretin; among the 
wealthy, indeed, education frequently dimi- 
niſhes the influence of the phyſical evil. 
Several writers confound bronchocele with 
ſcrotula. It is not be denied, that they 
have great ſimiliarity in many circumſtances, 
but in reality they are very different. Lo 
both diſeaſes, people weak from age, ſex, 
conſtitution, or revious diſeaſe, the inha 
bitants of low moilt countries are mot liable. 
Children with a very ſoft fleſh, fair hair, 
blue eyes, and fine ſkin, are not only molt 
ſubje& to bronchocele, but alſo to ſcrolula. 
They are both ſometimes hereditary. Scro— 
fula occaſions, in ſome inſtances, ſwelling of 
the glands of the neck, reſembling the 
real bronchocele; and the two diſeaſes are 
even occaſionally conjoined. 
Notwithſtanding this reſemblance, there 
B 3 e.uxiſte 
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exiſts the following eſſential diſtinction be- 
tween theſe diſeaſes. Scroſula depends not 
only upon a debility of the ſolids, and eſpe- 
cially of the glands, but alſo upon a thick, 
ill. conditioned, and acrimonious lymph. It 
is an univerſal diſeaſe, while bronchocele, on 
the contrary, is merely a local affection of 
the neck. Scrofula appears ſeldom before 
the age of two years, nor after that of ten 
or twelve. It grows lefs, and even diſap- 
pears, when, ſrom increaſe of years, the 
body becomes ſtronger and firmer, particu— 


larly about the age of puberty, and after the 


appearance of the menſtrual diſcharge. 
Bronchocele occurs ſometimes ſoon after 
birth, generally between the ſeventh and 
tenth year, but alſo at every other period. 
It ariſes from accidental cauſes. A ſtrong 
healthy perfon becomes affected with it, by 
living a few years where it is endemic. 
Scrofula never arifes fo, Bronchocele may 
be perfectly cured, if the patient only chan- 
ges his place of abode. It requires merely 
reſolvent remedies; ſcrofula, theſe alſo, at 
times, but much oftener roborants, 
Where bronchocele is endemic, it is uſval- 
ly 
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LY 


ly aſcribed to the drinking of ſnow. water, 
but falſely. In thoſe very countries neareſt 
to the glaciers, where the ſnow and ice water 
ſtreaming from them is drunk, it is very 
rare. This water does not come into the 
country where bronchocele 1s common, till 
aſter it has run a conſiderable way through 
rocks, woods, and meadows. 

Others believe, that it is to be aſcribed 
to the ſelenite contained in the water drunk. 
But this is likewiſe doubtful. The water, 
which is drunk in thoſe countries where it 
is endemic, contains, according to the ex- 
periments of our author, much leſs earthy 
matter, than in many other parts of Savoy, 
where it is unknown. There are countries 
in Savoy, where the water 1s fully ſaturated 
with ſelenite, and where bronchocele is ne- 
vertheleſs rare. That ſtony concretions are 
ſometimes found in bronchoceles, proves 
nothing. They were certainly not depoſited 
there from the water drunk. 

The cauſe of this diſeaſe has been even 
thought to be the frequent uſe of coarſe 
earthy food. It is true, that in that part of 
Savoy where it is moſt common, the pea- 

B 4 ſants 
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ſants live chiefly upon cheſnuts, and other 
ſuch coarſe ſubſtances. But there are alſo 
other diſtricts of Savoy, where the common 
man bakes his bread only twice in the year; 
and, except this bread, which he muſt break 
with the ax, he never taſtes any thing but 
potatoes, peaſe, lentils, and, at the utmoſt, 
a piece of hard, ſmoked meat; and yet we 
find there, neither bronchocele nor cretiniſm, 
but ſtrong healthy people. In ſome moun- 
tainous places, they live almoſt entirely 
upon cheeſe, and yet have no bronchocele ; 
which, on the contrary, (in countries where 
it is endemic), ſometimes deforms the weal- 
thy maſter of a plentiful table. 

Dr Foderé conſiders the moiſt, warm air, 
which is always found in the valleys where 
bronchocele is endemic, as the principal 
cauſe, both of it and of cretiniſm. On exami- 
nation, the greater or leſs moiſture of the 
air will always be found to bear a propor- 
tion to the frequency of the diſeaſe. The 
ſituations in which it is moſt common, are 
always narrow and deep vales, with run- 
ning or ſtanding water, and ever-green 
trees, warmed by the reflection of the ſun's 

T2Y5, 
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rays, ſo that the inhabitants live as if in a 
vapour bath. That this warm moiſture is 
the real cauſe of theſe diſeaſes, is rendered 
more probable from the following reaſons : 
Weak people have bronchocele more fre- 
quently than ſtrong people, women than men, 
children than adults, theſe than the aged. It 
generally increaſes in ſummer, and dimi- 
niſhes in winter. As we leave the low val- 
leys, and approach the higher and more 
open ſituations, bronchocele, and in general 
all diſeaſes of debility, are more rarely obſer- 
vable. 

It will indeed be ſaid, that there are many 
countries where the air is very moiſt, in 
which this diſeaſe is not endemic. But it 
muſt be remarked, that theſe are not confi- 
ned, but open and free countries, over which 
the wind blows unimpeded. 

A number of remedies have been at all 
times recommended againſt this diſeaſe ; but 
it will be found, that they all contain an alcali, 
and are conſequently reſolvents. Among 
theſe, none 1s ſo celebrated or common as 
burnt ſponge. Perhaps, if it were not burnt, 
but given in decoction, as Herrnſchwand 


recom- 
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recommended, it would be ſtill more effica- 
cious. Our author has always given it haif 
burnt, mixed into an electuary, with ſome 
cinnamon and honey, and with conſtant ſuc- 
ceſs. The patient takes the ſize of a nut 
three times a-day, until the bronchocele diſ- 
appears, which commonly takes place within 
fourteen days. 
ceſsfully; and when neither the one nor 
other of theſe remedies were of ſervice, he 
gave ſulphurated potaſh, diſſolved in water. 
The doſe was daily thirty grains, diflolved in 
a bottle of water, continued until the cure 
was effected. 

During the uſe of any remedy, it is always 


adviſeable, that the patient take, at the 


beginning, and every fourteen days after- 
wards, a laxative; that he do not ſwallow 
the remedy immediately, but hold it ſome 
time in his mouth, becauſe experience has 
ſhown, that thus the remedy acts much more 
ſtrongly and quickly; and, laſtly, that the 
patient always keep the bronchocele co- 


vered and warm. The author thinks, that 


the medicine has more effect when it is 
taken during the wane of the moon. With 
| children, 


He has alſo uſed ſoap ſuc- 
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children, who do not readily take internal 
remedies, external ones may be employed. 
Sometimes frequent rubbing with dry well- 
{ſmoked cloths, or ſaponaceous remedies, or 
camphor-ſalve, is of great advantage. It is 
very probable, ſays our author, that the in- 
ternal remedies againſt bronchocele do not 
get at the place of their intended operation 
by the common way, but are immediately 
carried by the lymphatics of the mouth 
into the gland ; for experience really ſhews, 
that theſe remedies operate much more 
quickly, when the patient holds them ſome 
time in his mouth, than when he ſwal- 
lows them immediately; and they ſometimes 
remove a bronchocele in ſo ſmall a quan- 
tity, and in fo ſhort a time, that it is ſcarce- 
ly poſſible to believe that they operate 
through the medium of the whole maſs of 
fluids. 

From the above-mentioned remedies, ſuc- 
ceſs can only be expected when the bron- 
chocele is not large, old, or very hard. 
If it is ſo, our ſole reliance muſt be on ſurgi- 
cal means. When it has a ſmall bafis, there 
's no doubt but that its extirpation may be 

undertaken 
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undertaken with hopes of ſucceſs. But if 
it be ſeparated into ſeveral knots, connected 
by a broad baſis, ſpread out on both ſides of 
the neck, and ſurrounded with large varicoſe 
veſſels, the operation can hardly be at- 
tempted. | 

Our author has ſeen the operation twice 
performed ſucceſsſully in the following man- 
ner. 


The ſurgeon firſt made a crucial inciſion 


through the ſkin, and laid the gland bare. 
As ſoon as he met with 2n artery, he tied 
it directly. He now divided the bared 
gland, to ſee whether it was ſchirrous or 
not. In the latter caſe, he had nothing to 
do, but, by repeated preſſure on both ſides, 
and frequent ſtroking, to force out the mu- 
cus accummulated in the gland, which ter- 
minated the operation. To prevent a new 
accumulation and ſwelling, he carefully de- 
ſtroyed all the cellular ſubſtance between the 
gland and the ſkin. A very hard cicatrice 
viſually followed, which prevented a new 
ſwelling from ariſing. But if the gland be 
really ſchirrous, it muſt be completely ex- 
tirpated, and every veſſel, which bleeds, im- 

mediately 


„ 
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mediately tied. This operation, however, 
requires great caution, and a practiſed hand. 
If the operation is not performed, a ſeton 
may be drawn through the tumour. Our 
author adviſes it to be inſerted from the above 
downwards. The pus has thus a better 
paſſage, and the great veſſels and recur- 
rent nerve are more eaſily avoided. The 
cord may be covered with an ointment, con - 
taining ſome lapis cauſticus. 


III. 
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III. 


Ueber Aſthma acutum periodicum Millari, 
und Angina polypoſa membranacea. Wa 


Upon the Afthma acutum periodicum Millari 
(the hives); and the Angina polypoſa 
membranacea (the croup). A diagnoſtical 
fragment, by Dr J. E. Wichmann, Phy- 
fician to the Elector of Hanover. 


Sce Journal der practiſcben Heilkunde, c. 
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Journal of Practical Medicine and Surgery, 
publiſhed by C. W. Hufeland, Profeſſor of 
Medicine at Jena. Vol. I. 8 vo. Jena, 1795. 


FF Hesz diſeaſes have been almoſt uni- 

verſally confounded with each other, 

which has given rife to the conſtant diſpute, 
whether they were ſpaſmodic or inflamma- 
tory, The preſent Eſſay is likely to decide 
the queſtion, by ſhewing that they are 
really 


ti 
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really two different diſeaſes. Their great 
ſimilarity, their uſually attacking children, 
who cannot deſcribe their ſenſations, and 
their rapid termination, render the diagnoſis 
extremely difhcult; and yet an immediate 
decifion is no where more neceſſary, fince 
the moſt vigorous means for the recovery of 
the patient muſt be uſed on the firſt or 
ſecond day. Previous to pointing out the 
diagnoſis, Dr Wichmann deſcribes both diſ- 
eaſes at full length, from his own obſerva- 
tion, forgetting for the moment that he had 
read the authors who have treated of them. 
The aſthma of Millar is not a chronic 
diſeaſe, as might be concluded from its 
name, and differs from all other aſthmas, in 


affecting, almoſt ſolely and exclufively, chil- 


dren; while they attack only old people. 
Dr Wichmann has ſeen but one example of 
an adult, a woman of forty years, labouring 
under this diſeaſe. The children attacked 
by it, all enjoyed, a ſhort time before, a ſtate 
ot perfect health, and were between two and 


ſeven years old, one only {till at the breaſt, 


Ihe diſeaſe comes on gradually, under the 
ſorm of a common catarrh, with little fe- 
ver, 
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ver, without yomiting or ſhivering, ſymp- 
toms which commonly precede important 
diſeaſes in children; ſo that they can remain 
out of bed, and even go abroad, during 
the firſt day. It, however, ſuddenly changes, 
during the firſt two days, into a violent 
{traitneſs of the whole breaſt, and the little 
patients expreſs their uneaſineſs by anxious 
motions and reſtleſſneſs. Cough is ſeldom, 
if ever preſent, or conſiderable. But the 
ſymptom diſtinguiſhing it from all other 
affections of the breaſt, is the hoarſe voice, 
and its remarkably peculiar ſound, during 
the laborious reſpiration, ſo hollow, of fo 
deep a baſs, and ſo loud, that it may be 
heard ſeveral yards from the patient. "This 
hoilow tone might alone ſhew, that very 
little mucus is collected in the lungs or 
trachea; the patients, beſides, expectorate 
nothing; and as little flows from the nole, 
which, like the tongue, is dry, Theſe 
ſymptoms might lead an obſerver to think, 
that it was merely a catarrh, which had be- 
come peripneumonic, particularly as, accord- 
ing to our author's obſervation, it ſeems 
to be produced always in winter, and by 
catching 
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catching cold. But it may be diſtinguiſhed 
by the incomparably greater difficulty of 
reſpiration, and by the gradual diminution 
of this and all other troubleſome ſymptoms, 
after they have continued ſome hours. The 
child now breathes with greater eaſe, lies 
quietly upon its back, ſpeaks and plays, 
though with indifference, and the diſeaſe 
ſeems to be a common catarrh, deſerving 
little attention. But woe to the phyſi- 
cian who is deceived into ſecurity by the na- 
tural and ſoft ſtate of the reſpiration ! For 
ſcarcely has the remiſhon, with this appear- 
ance of a fortunate change, continued twelve, 
or at the utmoſt, twenty-four hours when 
the difficulty of reſpiration comes on in a 
greater degree than before, attended with in- 
t Wl creaſe of fever, and a ſmall and quick pulſe ; 
te che child now runs the greateſt danger of ſuf- 
e, Wl focation, and indeed ſometimes dies; the 
le WW face grows red, and with every reſpiration 
k, the trachea is drawn downwards, or rather 
the ſhoulders are elevated: all the muſcles 
which have the leaſt action in reſpiration, and 
even the abdominal, are ſet into the moſt 
violent motion, and their whole powers are 

VoL. I. C exerted 
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exerted by the child to draw and retain 
breath; the noſtrils are more expanded than 
in any other diſeaſe ; even the ſmall muſcles 


of the face are contracted: the child is cover. 


ed with a profuſe ſweat, and, in this deplo. 
rable ſtate, varies its attitude, in the vain 
hopes of relief, and ſometimes in deſpair tears 
the hair from its head; at laſt it becomes 


blue in the face, and particularly in the lips; 


it loſes breath ſo much, that it can hardly 
ſpeak ; and, in this dreadful ſituation, it is 
ſtill leſs able, from the rapidity of its reſpira- 
tion, to drink or ſuck, A real obſtruction 
to ſwallowing in the pharynx, or œſophagus, 
exiſts as little here as in the croup; it feems 
as if the lungs were ſpaſmodically contract. 
ed, and thus did not admit of the leaſt ex 
panſion. If the child is able to explain it; 
ſenſations, it complains of no pungent local 
pain, but of one which is dull, and ſpread 
over the whole breaſt. If, in this ſituation, 
it do not receive the neceflary help, if its 
phyſician endeavour to evacuate the mucus, 
and aid expectoration, and if he treat the dil- 
eaſe with antiphlogiſtic, reſolving, or ſimilar 


remedies, the dreadful breathing may dimi- 
nill 
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niſh once more, not from the action of the 
medicines, but becauſe it is the courſe of 
the diſeaſe. For, in the next paroxyſm, 
which now comes on much ſooner than the 
former one, the excrement is paſſed involun- 
tary, although the child retains conſciouſneſs 
to the laſt; the pulſe becomes ſmaller and 
quicker, ſometimes intermittent; the anxiety 
changes into ſtruggles of death, and the child 
Expires within eight days from the begin- 
ning of the diſeaſe, from the want of air, in 
the ſtricteſt ſenſe of the word; it dies a 
death, in compariſon of which drowning muſt 
be ſoit and ſpeedy. The firſt caſe of this 
kind occurred to our author in 1770, and 
was treated as an inflammatory diſeaſe of the 
breaſt, but in vain. In this caſe diſſection 
ſnewed the trachea and lungs perfectly na- 
tural, To Millar's Work, which ſoon after 
came into his hands, he confeſſes that he is 
indebted for loſing only one child afterwards, 
when called in time. Dr Wichmann has al- 
ways treated it ſince that time, as a ſpaſmodic 
diſeaſe, with muſk, which he recommends, in 
this caſe, as a remedy as certain and ſpecific 

C2 as 
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as any we are poſleſſed of againſt any 
diſeaſe. | 

In the croup, the patients, generally chi. 
dren, have likewiſe a difficult reſpiration, 
accompanied by violent fever. This difh- 
culty of breathing is, however, occaſioned 
by an obſtruction in the upper part of the 
windpipe, and conſtruction of the glottis; ſo 
that the ſound of the breathing is not, as 
in Millar's aſthma, hollow, like the barking 
of a large dog, but ſmall, ſhrill, and crow- 
ing, ſomething like the cry of a ſow when 
frightened. It is alſo obſervable at a greater 
diſtance from the patient, and eſpecially 
remarkable 1n coughing, deep reſpiration, or 
ſpeaking. The children are likewiſe attacked 
in the beginning with a far greater degree of 
| fever, lie continually fick from the firſt; 
and though the ſymptoms of anxious, op- 
preſſed, and quick reſpiration, are not quite 


ſy dreadful, on the other hand, they con- 


tinue without any remiſſion of their ſeve— 
rity. The cough here is not of the common 
catarrhal kind, nor ſo dry as in Millar's 
aſthma. The child does not become, from 
the pain, blue in the face, but merely red- 

der 
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der than natural, and the lips are brown, 
as in fever; it ſweats more in the begin- 
ning, which only comes on in the latter 
ſtage of the other diſeaſe, The child en- 
deavours, more than in the other complaint, 
to obtain eaſe by coughing, to get rid of 
the obſtruction to its reſpiration. It ſome- 
times expectorates mucous, paſty, tough, 
rarely purulent matter, ard {ſometimes long 
pieces of an actually formed ſlough, by 
which it is often ſaved. It has not, in ſwal- 
lowing, any difficulty, except what is occa- 
ſioned by the quick reſpiration ; and ſome- 
times finds its breathing eaſed, by bending 
back, or laying down its head; whereas, in 
Millar's aſthma, the upright poſition is the 
eaſieſt, The croup alfo increaſes conſtantly 
in violence, and the patient often dies, how- 
ever well treated, poſſeſſed of perfect con- 
ſciouſneſs, and rarely convulſed. 

Although, from theſe deſcriptions, the diſ- 
eaſes may be readily diſtinguiſhed ; yet, for 
the ſake of perſpicuity, Dr Wichmann has 
brought their various ſymptoms under a 
cloſer comparative view; and as accurate 
diagnoſis appears to us to be the ſounda- 
C 3 tion 
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tion of ſucceſs in practice, we ſhall alſo fol- 
low him in this part of his Eſſay, in ſpite of 
the frequent repetitions it occaſions. 

a. Both diſeaſes agree in beginning in ſo 
flight a manner, as often to lead the phyſi- 
clan to think them ſimple catarrh. 

b. Although Millar's aſthma ſometimes 
attack adults, yet children are in general the 
victims of both diſeaſes. | 

c. The patients die in both diſeaſes equally 
ſoon. But when a child dies ſuddenly, from 
an attack of diflicult reſpiration, we may 
conclude that it has died rather of Millar's 
aſthma than of the croup. 

d. Millar's aſthma is never epidemic, but 
always ſporadic ; it ariſes, however, like the 
croup, in cold weather, and generally from 
catching cold ; and Dr Wichmann ſays, he 
might add, during the blowing of eaſterly 
winds. Home found the croup frequent on 
the ſea-coaſt; Ghiſi, epidemic in Italy in 
1749; Roſenſtein, and others, in Sweden, 
and von Bergen almoſt ſo. Therefore, when 
ſeveral children at the ſame place lie ill of a 
ſuſpicious difficult reſpiration, and we have 
no right idea of the diſeaſe, it is much more 

| probably 
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probably of croup, and we ſhould have re- 
courſe to reſolvents, until the diagnoſis be- 
come clear, Dr Wichmann ſays, that from 
his own experience, he has no evidence that 
croup 1s contagious, but that its probability 
reſts upon what others have ſaid ; where- 
as Millar's aſthma is certainly not conta- 
gious. 

e. The difficulty of ſwallowing, in both 
diſeaſes, is occaſioned only by the patient's 
not being able to retain their breath long 
enough, without danger of ſuffocation. How- 
ever, in croup there is a dead pain at the top 
of the windpipe; and Home difcovered a 
light ſwelling there; which is never the caſe 
in Millar's aſthma. | 

J. Diſſection points out the diagnoſis moſt 
certainly, but too late to be of any uſe. In 
the croup, a collection of mucous, ſometimes 
purulent, but generally ſloughly matter, is 
found in the windpipe, and ſometimes even 
in the bronchiæ. | 

g. During the life of the patient, the pe- 
culiarity of ſound in reſpiration, 1s one of 
the moſt certain diſtinctions. The cough 
is alſo different; in Millar's aſthma, it is at 

| 1 moſt 
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moſt inconſiderable; but in the croup, it 
ſeems as if ſomething were looſe, and ſhould 
be coughed up, which often happens to the 
relief of the patient; it is alſo much more 
frequent, and continued even to vomiting, 
and is increaſed from taking in aliment ; ſo 
that on this account alſo children refuſe to 
ſwallow. 

B. Laſtly, The courſe of theſe diſeaſes is 
quite different. In Millar's aſthma, the 
ſymptoms remit, and again return with 
greater violence than before; whereas, in 


the croup, they come on gradually, and con- 
tinue conſtantly increaſing ; and the urine 


is not, as in the other diſeaſe, pale. 

Dr Wichmann concludes this accurate 
Eſſay, with lamenting, that he has not fo 
certain a remedy to recommend againſt the 
croup, as muſk is againſt Millar's aſthma ; 
for here it does no good. Hence, though 


ſimilar, theſe diſeaſes require different treat- 
ment. 


IV. 


fa 


CT 
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IV. 


Yon der Wirkung der Gratiola im Wahn/inn ; i. e. 


Of the Effect of Gratiola in Madneſs, by L. F. 
B. Lentin. 


See Journal der Practiſchen Heilkunde ; i. e. 
Journal of Practical Medicine and Surgery, 
publiſhed by C. W. Hufeland, Profeſſor of 
Medicine at Jena, Vol. I. Jena, 1795. 


R LexTiN obſerves, that, although we 
have deſerted the uſe of hellebore 
in madneſs, it is ſtill an axiom among old 
phyſicians, to treat that diſeaſe in moſt caſes 
with emetics and purgatives; and that we 
, are only too timorous, or too bold, in our 
choice of them. Our author has been ſo 
tortunate, as to derive great advantage, in 
three ſucceſſive caſes, from the powder of 

Gratiola. 

Two of the patients were brothers, whoſe 
father was not actually mad, but only 
crazy. Their uncle was completely de- 
ranged, 
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ranged, and continued ſo till his death, in his 
65th year. Both brothers were ſeized, at 
an early period of life, after unuſually hard 
ſtudy. Praiſe and reward ſharpened their 
deſire of honour ; and, redoubling their in- 
duſtry, they denied themſelves fleep, and 
every invigorating recreation. A miſtaken 
enthuſiaſm prevailed over reaſon, and would 
not liſten to any remonſtrance. At firſt 
every action perfectly reſembled Addiſon's 
deſcription of a dream: The ſoul, in dreams, 
„ converſes with numberleſs beings of her 
« own creation, and is tranſported into ten 
<* thouſand ſcenes of her own raiſing. She 
is herſelf the theatre, the actors, and the 
5 beholder;”” and beſides, the patient always 
plays the moſt important and conſpicuous 
part. Every thing paſſed hitherto pretty 
quietly ; the nights alone were ſleepleſs, and 
ſpent in frequent changes of ideas. At laſt 
the delirium of one of the brothers increa- 
ſed ſo much, that he attacked his mother 
and attendants, and leapt out of his win- 
dow, though without being materially hurt. 
Dr Lentin did not obſerve in him the ſymp- 
toms deſcribed by Auenbrugger, the retrac- 


x 
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tion of one or both teſticles, which is ſaid 
to take place. 

The patient was at firſt copiouſly bled ; 
and as none of the uſual remedies were 


ſtrong enough to procure the neceſlary eva- 
cuations, he was made to vomit with from 


$ three to five grains of white vitriol, after 


he had gotten a ſtimulating clyſter. Dr 
Lentin now preſcribed for him half a ſcruple 
of powdered Gratiola every morning, and 
as much every evening, with a decoQion 
of graſs-root for his drink. This was con- 
tinued, until the returning irritability of the 
viſcera rendered a diminution of the doſe 
neceſſary. After the evacuation of a great 
quantity of bilious matter, he was completely 
reſtored ; as were allo the other two, by the 
ſame method of treatment. They were all 
of a temperament which indicated the uſe of 
{trong ſtimulating remedies, 


44 ANNALS OF 


V. 


Bemerkungen uber die in Herbſt. 1795, in und 
bey Jena ausgebrochne, Ruhrepidemie, und 
der ausgezeichneten Nutzen der Nux Vomi- 
ca in derſelben ; i. e. Remarks upon the Dy- 
ſentry, which was epidemic at Jena in au- 


tumn 1795, and the diſtinguiſhed good effects 


of the Nux Vomica in it. By Prof. C. W. 
Hufeland. 


See Journal der Practiſchen Heilkunde, c.; 

i. e. Fournal of Practical Medicine and Sur- 
gery, publiſhed by C. W. Hufeland, Vol. I. 
Jena, 8vo. 1795. 


YSENTERY is a diſeaſe extremely un- 
common at Jena, on account of its 
mountainous and dry ſituation, but a con- 
currence of circumſtances produced it in 


autumn 1795. After a very hard winter, 


the country was repeatedly overflowed. 
The ſummer was cool, rather than warm 


and moiſt. During the harveſt, in the be- 


ginning 
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ginning of Auguſt, eight days of violent 
heat, with cold nights, came ſuddenly on, 
and exactly at this time the firſt traces of 
dyſentery appeared. Much unripe fruit 
was eaten, and alſo potatoes, although the 
too early uſe of the latter is forbidden, both 
in the Duke of Weimar's and in the Pruſ- 
ſian territories. The number of ſick in- 
creaſed till the end of September; but in 
October, which was warm and pleaſant, it 
decreaſed. In the city, it only affected the 
poor; in the country, it was more common 
and dangerous. This Eſſay is the reſult of 
obſervations made on about 140 patients. 
The diſeaſe generally came on ſuddenly, 
but was ſometimes preceded by diarrhoea, 
pains in the ſtomach and bowels, &c. Its 
conſtant ſymptoms were, violent pain in the 
bowels, partieularly at the navel and ſto- 
mach, continual neceſſity of going to ſtool, 
painful teneſmus, accompanied by a mucous 
or bloody diſcharge, ſmall indeed, but ſome- 
times ſo frequent, that the rectum hardly 
ever cealed to evacuate. Fever was very 
ſeldom entirely abſent; it ſometimes came 
on in the beginning, ſometimes aſter ſeveral 
| days, 
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Cays, and generally kept pace with the ſtate 
of the other ſymptoms. The tongue often re. 
mained quite clean, and ſome patients never 
loſt their appetite. The ſkin was commonly 
dry, and the heat moderate, The ſtrength 


ſeemed to depend entirely on the quantity of 
matter evacuated, In a few days, a patient 
might be exhauſted, even to death; but if | 
the evacuation ceaſed, the recovery was il 


_ equally rapid. The duration of the diſeaſe 
varied, from two days to as many weeks, 


and relapſes were extremely frequent. It 
was moſt dangerous in perſons enfeebled | 
by previous diſeaſe or old age, in pregnant 
women, and in weakly children, eſpecially 
thoſe affected with worms, or who were! 


teething. When the evacuations were very 
fcetid, and continued to increaſe in quantity, 
and the pulſe in quickneſs, when emetic; 
did not operate, when the patient vomited 
ſpontaneouſly, with an increaſe of the other 
ſymptoms, when the abdomen was hard and 
diſtended, with a fixed pain and ſenſibility to 


external impreflions, ſmall pulſe, and cold- 


neſs of the extremities, when aphthae ap- 
peared in the mouth and rectum, the prog- 


nos 
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noſis was unfavourable. The good ſigns were, 
a ſoft and moiſt ſkin, a decreaſe of the eva- 
cuation and teneſmus, feculent ſtools, reco- 
very of appetite, the ready action of narcotic 
remedies, and the mental and corporeal 
powers not ſinking ſuddenly. Death hap- 
pened either from mere exhauſtion of 
{trength, from the inflammation, or was pre- 
ceded by ſymptoms of putreſcency. 

Profeſſor Hufeland thinks, that the proxi- 
mate cauſe of the dyſentery conſiſts in a con- 
vulſive, increaſed irritation and oſcillation 
of the large inteſtines, particularly of the 
rectum ; that it is a merely local diſeaſe, and 
differs from gonorrhœa and catarrh only in 
its ſeat. Fever is not an eſſential ſymptom, 
but is eaſily excited, on account of the im- 
portance of the organs affected. Our au- 
thor ſaw ſeveral caſes where the ſymptoms 
remained entirely local during the whole 
time, | 

The cauſes producing an increaſed action 


| of the inteſtines, may be either a ſtimulus, 
acting on theſe parts, or an augmentation of 


their irritability. The ſtimulus may be either 
topical or ſympathetic. But the cauſe of 
primary 
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primary and epidemic dyſenteries is to be 
found, Profeſſor Hufeland thinks, in the ac- 
tion of continued warmth, followed ſudden- 
ly by moiſt cold. The heat increaſes the 
action of the ſuperficial veſſels, and aug- 
ments the flow of fluids into them; in the 
ſame proportion, it exhauſts the internal 
parts, and weakens the organs of digeſtion ; 
by being continued, it acts upon the con- 
ſtituents of our body, cauſing new combi- 
nations and evolutions of ſtimulating and 
acrid matters, particularly in the perſpirable 
matter and bile, and gives them a tendency 
to the ſurface. In this ſtate is the body, 
when cold and moiſturs are applied; the 
habitually increaſed action of the ſkin is 
ſuddenly oppreſſed, and reflected upon the 
inteſtines from natural conſent of parts, and 
their previous debility; the acrid matter of 
the perſpiration is now thrown back upon 
them, and the conſequence is cholera or dy- 
{entery, as the upper or under part of the in- 
reſtines is affected. But this topical diſeaſe W 
can have many complications, degrees of 
violence, and effects. It generally excites 
tever, which may be inflammatory or ty- 


phoid. 
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phoid, and muſt be treated with blood-letting 
or bark accordingly. When ſpeaking of its 
various complications, our author gives his 
opinion of its contagious nature. Among 
the poorer claſs, where four or five patients 
lay in one narrow room, where, from want 
of help, the ſtinkiag ſtools were not remo- 
ved, and the air became abſolutely peſtilen- 
tial, the diſeaſe took on a putrid character; 
and in this ſtate, he is convinced, that a 
contagion may be produced and communi- 
cated by the matter evacuated, fo as to create 
a contagious dyſentery. The diſeaſe was 
abſolutely communicated in ſeveral unfor- 
tunate inſtances, by the unpardonable ap- 
plication of a clyſter-pipe to healthy people, 
after it had been uſed with the dyſenteric 
patients. 

In his method of cure, Profeflor Hufeland 


followed three different indications. 


1. To allay the violent and ſpaſmodic irri- 


tation of the inteſtines. 


2. To increaſe the flow of fluids towards 


che (kin, 


3. To cure the complications, and take 
away additional irritating caules. 


Vor. I. D | To 
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To fulfil the two firſt indications, our au- 
thor choſe the nux vomica. The treatment 
was almoſt uniformly the following: It 
called early, he found great ſervice from 
giving one ſcruple of ipecacuhan ; not with 
the ſole view of evacuation, but more as 
an antiſpaſmodic, acting direQly upon the 
intercoſtal nerve, which 1s here particularly 
affected. Immediately after the emetic, a 
mixture, with the nux vomica, was preſcri- 


ded. 


R. Extr. Nuc. Vomic. grana decem. 
Mac. Gummi Arab. unciam unarn. 
Aquz fontanz, uncias ſex. 
Syr. Alth. unciam unam.—Miſce. 


Signature. Two table-ſpoonfuls to be 
taken every two hours. Injections with the 
nux vomica or opium, were given once or 
twice a-day, and the patient was deſired to 
uſe mucilaginous drinks, and to keep him- 
ſelf warm. In moſt caſes, a cure was ef. 
fected the ſecond or third day. In what- 
ever manner the diſeaſe was complicated, 
the nux vomica was always the principal 
remedy ; and he aſſures us, that, when pro- 


perly 


I! 
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perly uſed, he did not loſe a patient, in 
whom the diſeaſe was not complicated with 
convulſions from teething, very great age, 
or ſome other conſiderable evil. Its princi- 
pal effect is narcotic. A woman, by miſtake, 
took fix grains of the extract at once, fix 
hours after ſhe had already taken three. 
She was ſeized with ſuch weakneſs in her 
limbs, that ſhe could not ſtand, univerſal 
trembling, giddineſs, ſtupidity, anxiety, and 
a ſmall intermittent pulſe. In the ſtomach 
and bowels ſhe ſelt no heavineſs, pain, or 
ſickneſs. After ſhe had lain quiet ſome. 
hours, ſwallowed a large quantity of tea, and 
got a vinegar clyſter, theſe ſymptoms went 
off without having produced any other conſe- 
quence. It is likewiſe aſtringent and bit- 
ter, and therefore tonic. Profeſſor Hufeland 
recommends to the apothecaries not to buy 
it ready powdered, as the druggiſts ge- 
nerally roaſt it firſt, which hurts it very 
much ; but firſt to raſp it, then wet it with 
mucilage of tragacanth, and dry it again, 
which will much facilitate the pulveriſa- 
tion. Profeſſor Hufeland prefers the extract, 
as the powder is more dilagreeable, and 

D 2 ſometimes 
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ſometimes affects the ſtomach. For adults, 
the doſe of the powder was from ſix to ten 
grains thrice a-day; of the extract, one or 
two grains every three, and in violent caſes 
every two hours. Some people have taken 
ten or twelve grains in twenty-four hours, 
before they were affected with giddinels. 
Children of one year took one or two grains 
in the courſe of twenty-four hours, in ſome 
mucilaginous mixture. In clyſters, three 
or four grains of the extract were given. 
An injection, with eight grains, brought on 
vertigo and ſtupidity, 


VI. 


8 
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VI. 


Veſuche und Beobachtungon ueber dis neue 
Methode des Hrn. Beddoes die Lungen- 
ſchꝛwindſucht zu heilen, c.; i. e. Experi- 
ments and Obſervations upon Beddoes's new 
method of Curing Conſumption, with the de- 
ſcription of an Apparatus for the Reſpiration 
of Gaſes. By Dr Girtanner, of Goettingen. 


See Journal der practiſchen Heilkunde, i. e. 
Journal of Practical Medicine and Sur- 
gery, publiſbed by C. W. Hufeland, Pro- 
fefſor of Medicine at Jena, Vol. I. 8vo. 
Jena, 1795. 


HE writings of Dr Beddoes, and the 

hopes of giving relief in this dreadful 
diſeaſe, induced Dr Girtanner to make ſimi— 
lar experiments, eſpecially as he was not ſa- 
tisfied with the practical part of Dr Beddoes's 
Work, becauſe attention had not been paid 
to the different ſpecies of conſumption, to the 
ſtage or cauſe of the diſeaſe, becauſe the hi- 
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ſtories of the caſes were not ſufficiently accu- 
rate, and becauſe the carbonic acid, azotic, 
and hydrogen gaſes, were indiſcriminately 
recommended. | 

The difficulty of providing a fit apparatus 
was ſurmounted, by making ſome alterations 
on that deſcribed by Dr Menzies, in his 
inaugural diſſertation. Dr Girtanner has 
given a full deſcription and plate of it, and 
adds, that it has been approved of by every 
one who has tried it. 

To proceed methodically, he reſolved to 
make a ſeries of experiments with one kind 
of gas, and he ſelected the carbonic acid 
gas, becauſe it is ſpecifically heavier than 
the atmoſphere, and will therefore ſink to 
the bottom of the lungs, ſo as not to be im- 
mediately expired again; becauſe it has 
been found, by the experiments of Ingen- 
houſs and Beddoes, to diminiſh pain, and 
promote the healing of wounds; becauſe it 
is eaſily prepared without expence or fire; 
and, laſtly, becauſe the uſe of hydrogen gas 
is attended with danger, if expired near a 
candle, from its converſion into hydro- car- 
bonous gas. 
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On the 3d of April 1795, Profeſſor Hof- 
mann carried Dr Girtanner to fee a ſtu— 
dent of twenty-three years of age, with 
whom he wiſhed the new method to be 
tried. The patient lay upon a ſofa, unable 
to raiſe himſelf up; his countenance was 
fallen, his whole body extremely emaciated, 
his tongue of a bright red colour, his hands 
burning hot; his pulſe 12D in a minute, 
and his voice hoarſe and weak. He com- 
plained of violent cough, which deprived 
him of fleep all the night, and troubled him 
much through the day. His expectoration 
was copious, tough, thick, and of a ſulphur 
colour. During the night, he ſweated fo 
much, that he ſaid he felt as if he lay in 
water. He had allo a violent colliquative 
diarrhoea, and occaſionally bleeding at the 
# noſe, which it was difficult to ſtop. Upon 
inſpiring deeply, he felt ſevere pain in the 
right lung. He was firſt affected a year 
and a half before, after cold, and was daily 
growing worſe, though he had followed the 
advice of two of the moſt celebrated phy- 
ſicians at Goettingen, who had now given 
| him over. 
D 4 In 
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In the evening, Dr Girtanner made him 
breathe a mixture of one quart of carbonic 
acid gas, and two quarts of atmoſpheric air, 
After lying a few ſeconds without motion, 
he ſaid, he felt as if relieved of a weight, 
which till now had preſſed upon him; he 
could breathe more freely, and he felt in 
the right lung, a ſoft warmth and pleaſan: 
tickling. In a quarter of an hour, be 
breathed a ſecond portion, and in half an 
hour the third. He was ordered to live 
upon ſmoked and falted meat, abſtaining 
from all vegetables, and to drink water and 
beer, but no wine. No other medicine; 
were preſcribed. | 

Till the 7th of May, he breathed three 
portions of the above-mentioned mixture 
twice a-day. Afterwards it was increaſed 
to four portions each time. Until the be- 
ginning of May, he continued to recover: 
his appetite returned; he flept tolerably 
quietly the greateſt part of the night, and 
without much coughing ; his expectoration 


was diminiſhed and leſs yellow; the bleed- 


ing at the noſe had not returned; the hec- 
tic fever was ſlight, and laſted but a fev 
hours; 
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hours; he was leſs emaciated, and could 
walk about his room and amuſe himſelf. 
His pulſe alone was not better. It was ſtill 
ſmall and hard, and beat from 120 to 130 
in a minute, 

During the beginning of May, his reco- 
very was almoſt ſtationary, which was how- 
ever found to proceed from mental, and not 
phyſical cauſes. On removing 'them, he 
got ſo quickly better, that Dr Girtanner diſ- 
continued, on the 6th of June, the uſe of 
the gas. He now ſlept well, had no night- 
ſweats, his cough was dry ; his pulſe in the 
morning 9o, and in the evening 100 or 120; 
the red in his cheeks, and burning of his 
hands, had diſappeared entirely, and he was 
able to walk abroad two or three hours at 
a time. | 

On the 3d of July, he was permitted to 
return to his common diet, as he was tired 
of ſalted meat, and complained that it made 
him cough. | | 

On the 4th, after walking when the wea- 
ther was cold and moiſt, he was ſeized with 
a cold fit, and coughed the whole night; but, 

in 
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in the morning, complained only of cold. 
neſs. | 

On the 8th, he began again to uſe the 
gas. He now took twice a-day four por- 
tions, compoſed of equal quantities of at. 
moſpheric and carbonic acid airs. 

On the gth, he obſerved, that his left 
lung was now affeQed, while the right ſeemed 
ſound. The pain in the left ſide went off, 
however, after uſing his gas mixture two 
or three days. To mitigate the cough, he 
now took, for ſome days, a weak opiate at 
bed-time, and from this time he recovered 
rapidly. 

About the middle of Auguſt, his cough 
ceaſed, his pulſe was ſoft, and beat from 
70 to 80 in a minute; he gained ſtrength 
and appetite, flept well, and complained of 
nothing, except a trifling cough, On the 
27th of Auguſt, he found himſelf ſtrong 
enough to leave Goettingen, and to under- 
take a journey of about eighty miles on 
foot; which he performed, and is now, Dr 
Girtanner has heard, very well. 

The noiſe which this cure made, induced 
Profeſlor Richter to make a trial of the 

| ſame 
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ſame method, in his clinical inſtitution. The 
patient with whom it was tried, in general, 
breathed more freely for a ſhort time after 
he had uſed the air. But it was unable to 
effect a cure; and, on diſſection, the lungs 


| were found completely ſuppurated with many 


ſmall tubercles full of pus. 

A man of about forty, extremely thin, had 
been affected for four months with an ob- 
{tinate dry cough, which did not yield even 


to opium. As he aſſiſted Dr Girtanner in 
bis experiments, he was often obliged to 
W reſpire ſome carbanic acid gas; and in four- 
teen days his cough left him, and never did 
return. * 


Dr Hempel, a practitioner at Goettingen, 


© alſo employed it in one very far advanced 
& caſe, without ſucceſs. The inſpiration of the 
gas immediately brought on a ſenſe of weak- 
neſs; the patient's breathing became ſhorter, 
attended with anxiety and faintneſs, the 
pulſe ſmall and unequal. In a few minutes 


theſe ſymptoms ceaſed, and he noticed a 


ſour taſte in his mouth, and a burning ſen- 
ſation in his breaſt. The lungs ſeemed 
in a few days to become accuſtomed to the 


gas, 
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gas, for it did not produce theſe effects any 
more. The mixture was made ſtronger, and 
it again brought on the ſame ſymptoms, but 
they were now ſtationary, and ceaſed only 
with the death of the patient. 

The celebrated Ehrhart of Hanover uſed 
it alſo in his own caſe, under the direction 
of Dr Wichmann. Unfortunately for bo- 
tany, he found no benefit from it, but was 
obliged to give up its uſe after a few days 
trial, as it evidently increaſed his ſymptoms. 

Dr Buchner of Hilburghauſen was equally 
unſucceſsful in a trial he made of this me- 
thod of cure. It ſeemed to increaſe the dif. 
ficulty of breathing ; and indeed, the diflec. 
tion clearly ſhewed, that the diſeaſe was ſuch, 
that, to uſe the Doctor's words, a new ſet of 
lungs could be the only cure. 

From theſe caſes, Dr Girtanner concludes, 
that the reſpiration of carbonic acid gas is 
a very active remedy, which in ſome caſe: 
is of great ſervice, is of no uſe in others, and 
is even ſometimes hurtful ; and he calls upon 
the practical phyſicians of Germany, to de- 
termine each of theſe caſes, by means of far. 
ther experiments. 


Dr 
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Dr Girtanner promiſes to take another 

opportunity of relating his trials with azotic 
and hydrogen gaſes, both of which ſeem 
to have a much more beneficial action than 
carbonic acid gas. 


VII. 
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VII. 


Mediciniſche und chirurgiſche Bemerkungen 


ueber London, und die engliſche Heilkunde 4 


veberhaupt. 


Medical and Surgical Obſervations upon Lon. 
don, and the State of the Healing Art in Eng- 
land in general. By Dr C. E. Fiſcher f 


Brunſwick. - 8vo, Goettingen, 1796. 


ORaL1sTs have recommended to indi- 

viduals the ſtudy of themſelves as 
the firſt ſtep towards improvement. The 
fame advice may certainly be extended to 
nations. We generally overlook thoſe er- 
rors which are always before our eyes, or 
even deem them praiſe-worthy ; a foreigner, 
on the contrary, examining every thing by 
the ſtandard of his own opinions or pre- 
judices, is apt at firſt to conſider as wrong 
whatever deviates from it. But every li- 
deral criticiſm delerves ſerious conſideration. 
If we find it falle, we may proceed more 


boldly, 
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boldly, convinced that we are right; if juſt, 
it ſhould teach us to avoid our errors. The 
opinion, therefore, of a learned traveller, 
concerning the ſtate of medicine in this 
| country, cannot be indifferent to any one 
= who deſires its improvement; and leſt na- 
BS tional prejudice ſhould lead us to be partial 
in our account of this Work, we ſhall tranſlate 
me analyſis of it given by Hufeland, in bis 
Practical Journal. 

lit it be certain, that we muſt be tho. 
roughly acquainted with the climate, man- 
ner of life, and corporeal qualities of a na- 
tion, in order to judge rightly of the pre- 
dominant character of its diſeaſes, and me- 
thods of cure, it is particularly neceſſary 
| with reſpect to England, becauſe this na- 
tion has really ſo many peculiarities in its 
$ way of life, and becauſe it has acquired 
r, © almoſt the ſame authority in medicine that 
France once had in faſhions ; ſo much ſo, 
+. chat it is enough for many phyſicians to know, 
ng I that a remedy is uſed in England, to preſcribe 
jj. it to their German brethren, without farther 
n. conſideration. This book will ſerve to in- 
re pire caution in tranſplanting Engliſh eu- 


ſtoms 
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ſtoms into Germany, and to diminiſh that 
high idea which many yet entertain of the 
preſent ſtate of medicine in England, The 
days of Sydenham, Huxbam, Pringle, and 
Monro, are paſt. 

From infancy the Engliſh are brought up 
in bodily activity, cleanlineſs, and the en- 
joyment of freſh air. Their nouriſhment 
is ſtrong, conſiſting more of ſolid roalt 
beef with ſpices, ſtrong beer and wine, than 
of ſoups, vegetables, and weak liquors, as in 5 
Germany. Even their methods ot cure are 
more vigorous, though not always more 
proper; and the uſe of neutral ſalts and 
purgatives, ſo common in Germany, is much 
leis there. Hence there 1s greater energy 
in the phenomena of the powers of life; 
hence fewer gaſtric complaints ; hence the 
Engliſh ſupport much ſtronger doſes of ſti- 
mulant, hot, and active medicines, than 
we dare ever think of in Germany. The 
rheumatic conſtitution is almoſt endemic; 
but we muſt not forget, that the Engliſh un- 
derſtand by this term every kind of pain 
in the limbs, even obviouſly gaſtric affec- 
tions, The author ſaw, in a caſe of pain 

in 


r 


WP wy 7. 
e 


MEDICINE, 1796. 65 


in the præcordia and ſhoulder, evidently 
from a gaſtric affection, a bliſter applied to 
the nape of the neck. The rubbing in of 
a ſcruple or half a drachm of emetic tartar, 
diffſolved in wine, is ſometimes of ſervice, 


but only, like every other ſlightly ſtimulating, 
WF topical remedy, by producing redneſs, and 


a ſmall puſtular eruption, on the part. Next 
to rheumatic complaints, conſumption and 


f dropſy are moſt frequent; but their treat- 
W ment is quite empirical with /pecifica ect 
: hercica, without a plan of cure or due indi- 
cation. There are indeed exceptions ; and 
amongſt theſe is J. Sims, one of the moſt 
acute and rational phyſicians now in Eng- 
land. The hoſpital for inoculation goes on 
Ewell. They remain quite by Dimſdale's me- 
mod, but find the ule of antimonials, before 
Jand during the diſeaſe, particularly ſervice- 


able, and innoculate by a puncture in the 
arm. The mortality among the inoculated 
Lever exceeds one in 400. 

Mercurial ointment is univerſally rubbed 
in, in inflammations of the liver, and in 
heumatic pains; and much reliance is put 
a ſtrong doſes, even though ſome ſalivation 

VoL. I. E follow. 
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follow. Sims maintains, that ſmall doſes al. 
ways do harm in hydrocephalus. He was 
treating it with the application of leeche; 
to the temples, with calomel and digitalis 
purpurea internally; and the mercurial oint- 
ment externally: the patient got twelve 
grains of calomel daily. In lameneſs of the 
extremities, ' the rubbiug in of mercurial 
ointment, even to ſalivation, was evident!z 


uſeful. 


Opium is notoriouſly a very common i 


remedy in England; nay, we might al- 
moſt call it a domeſtic remedy. Ir is not 
credible how it is laviſhed and miſuſed, 
As in Germany it is cuſtomary to add to 
mixture, already anſwering every indication, 
a little ſyrup or cinnamon water, in Eng. 
land laudanum is added. The author fav 
a tetanus from diſlocation of a toe, cured by 
giving opium to the extent of a grain ever) 
hour, and afterwards conjoining it with bark. 
A very intelligent ſurgeon from Jamaica al- 
ſerted, that there they uſed, with great ſuccels 
in that diſeaſe, the oleum ricini, a remedy 
which indeed anſwers moſt of the indications. 
It is afſerted, that children are in thoſe 

| countries 
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countries preſerved from triſmus by rubbing 

their temples and under jaw with this oil. 
The third great remedy of the Engliſh is 
the Peruvian bark. Its conſumption is im- 
menſe. From the year 1788 till 1793, 
there have been imported into Britain 
634,783 pounds, without reckoning what 
may have been ſmuggled. Now, if we de- 
duct 123,700 pounds, which have been ex- 
ported, there remains ſtill half a million of 
pounds uſed in the country itſelf, The 
cauſes of this extenſive uſe of it are, beſides 
the real excellence of the remedy, the natu- 
ral tendency of the phyſicians and people to 
believe in ſpecifics and miracles, the authority 
of former great practitioners, and the great 
rarity of gaſtric diſeaſes, as well in reality 
as in the heads of the phyſicians. This in- 
deed is the charaQeriſtic of our Engliſh bre- 
thren. I wenty years ago, gaſtric diſeaſes 
were {till the faſhion in England, to which 
Grant contributed much. But now the uſe 
of neutral ſalts or reſolvents, with a view to 
gaſtric affections, or to prepare for evacuants, 
is unknown. It is there the cuſtom to give 
emetics and purgatives immediately, not to 
= WY remove 
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remove hurtful matter out of the inteltines, 
but to prepare for bark. Sal ammoniac 1s 
indeed ſometimes employed, not as a relſo}- 
vent, but becauſe, according to the aſler- 
tion of ſome great praCtitioner, it had been 
found of ſervice in this or that diſeaſe. It 
is not to be denied, that the cauſes men- 
tioned above make gaſtric diſeaſes, upon the 
whole, more unfrequent in England than 
with us, even tea-drinking, which here, on 
account of its weakneſs, is a conſtant debili- 
tant of the inteſtines, is to the Engliſh, who 
drink it ſtrong, even to aſtringent bitterneſs, 
an actual tonic and diaphoretic ; but gaſtric 
diſeaſes are ſtill more rarely met with in the 
heads of the Engliſh phyſicians, than in rea- 
lity. The author ſaw patients, whoſe com- 
plaints were evidently gaſtric, ſinking under 
a load of Peruvian bark, and in whom an 
emetic, when his advice was ſometimes fol- 
lowed, immediately changed every thing for 
the better. He very often ſaw patients come 
to the hoſpital, complaining of want of ap- 
petite, bad taſte in the mouth, oppreſlion at 
the præcordia, weakneſs, &c. who were ſent 
away by the phyſicians, with the advice, 
that 
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that they ſhould not give way to the weak- 
neſs, but take a ſtrong diet, porter, and a 
decoction of bark. The conſequence in ge- 
neral was, the bark completely diſagreed with 
them, aud produced all the bad conſequences 
it does with us in ſimilar caſes. But ſome- 
times the author ſaw with aſtoniſhment the 
bark overcome the affection of the ſtomach. 
Such facts, although they do not do their au- 
thors much honour, are however always in- 
ſtructive, and may ſerve to limit the abuſe 
of the gaſtric method of cure, which is 
puſhed much too far with us, and to ſhew 
that ſordes 1s often the mere conſequence of 
weakneſs and ſpaſmodic ſenſibility of the 
inteſtines, where Peruvian bark, like other 
aſtringents, will be the beſt antigaſtric. The 
uſe of bark in continued and inflammatory 


n fevers, is quite peculiar to the Engliſh; and 
| by it, in their own opinion, they raiſe them- 
* lelves above the crowd of common practi— 
* tioners. But on what is this opinion found- 
p. Jed? PFirſt, upon the authority of Morton; 
at 


who, upon ſpeaking of the uſe of bark, acci- 
dentally calls the fever continued and inflam- 


matory, and immediately afterwards, from 
E 3 ta2 
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the relation of the ſymptoms of colliquative 
diarrhcea, great weakneſs, &c. ſhews, that he 
by no means meant a real inflammatory fe. 
ver. We all know how indeterminate. the 
nomination of fevers was by the old phyſi. 
cians. Upon a mere name, then, the Englith 
at preſent found their reaſons for the uſe 
of bark, and even a Sims, who adduced this 
as a proof, that bark could be no tonic or 
aſtringent, anſwered the author who aſked, 
« How does it at?” quite vaguely, that 
its operation muſt conſiſt in ſomething dif. 
ferent from what is commonly believed ; 
an inſtance of evident propenſity to belief 
in ſpecifics. Secondly, The modern Eng- 
liſh uſe the words acute and inflammatory 
quite indeterminately, and often merely to 
obtain notice, or to ſay ſomething new. An 
example of this is the acute rheumatiſm, in 
which Dr Saunders lately recommended 
the bark. But let us hear how he explains 
himſelf: © The acute rheumatiſm ſoon takes 
on the ſtate of a remitting fever, when we 
dare not purſue the antiphlogiſtic method 
«* long, but may order the bark, that is in 
* cold infuſion.“ Is this any thing new! 

I; 
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Is this ſtill inflammatory rheumatiſm? And 
now a heap of letters upon the utility lot 
this method crowds the public papers, in 
which there are often obvious contradictions. 
The author gave himſelf the trouble of in- 
quiring after the frequency and ſucceſs of 
this new method, but found the reverſe the 
caſe. Even the apothecary of Dr Saunders 
told him he often let blood in this diſcaſc, 
and gave the bark afterwards, It is the 
ſame caſe with the new diſcovery of Fordyce, 
that bark given in powder, to the extent of « 
drachm every hour, is the beſt remedy againſt 
eryſipelas; whereas it appears from an 
exact inquiry, and unfolding of the ſe- 
miotic myſteries, that in reality ſuperficial 
inflammation of the ſkin, and ulcer, are 
meant, which become worſe from evacuants, 
and therefore depend upon weakneſs and 
atony. 

Laſtly, How unreaſonable their ideas of 
the continent are, will appear from the fol- 
lowirg remarkable anecdote. During a 
converſation about the angina peQtoris, the 
author mentioned to one of the moſt celebra- 
ted phyſicians in London, the juſt idea of 

E 4 cur 
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our excellent Elſner, that it had often « 
gouty origin: Ah! that is all nonſenſe, was 
the anſwer; and now an empyrical method 
of cure was begun, which conſiſted 1n pur- 
ging, and the preſcription of bark imme- 


diately afterwards, and which, in the opi- 


nion of that gentleman, was the only canon 
of relief in the diſeaſe, 


VIII, 


NY; 
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VIII. 


Un the Uſe of the Lukewarm Bath in Fevers in 
general, and particularly in thoſe called Low 
Nervous Fevers. By J. D. Brandis, Phy- 
ſician at Driburg. 


dee Journal der Erfindungen, Theorien und 
Miderſprueche in der Natur- und Arzneiwiſ- 
ſenſchaft. Fünftes Stück. 8 vo. Gotha, 
1794. 


R BRAN DIS, in his Treatiſe upon the 
Driburg Waters, had recommended, 
in a general way, the uſe of the warm- bath 
in nervous fevers. It did not occur to him, 
that he had ſaid any thing new, or requiring 
more ſull elucidation, until he read that part 
of Dr Marcard's Work upon bathing, in 
which he doubts its propriety, and even con- 
demns its uſe in ſuch caſes. This firſt excited 
our author to pay the ſubje& more particu- 
lar attention, and to expoſe more fully the 

grounds of his opinion. 
In the winter of 1785, the ſlow nervous 
fever 
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lever was frequent in Goettingen, often 
complicated with gaſtric, bilious, and pi. 
tuitous ſymptoms, In general, however, 
there were no evident or certain remiſſions, 
and the ſenſorium was eſpecially affected. 
An obtuſe pain in the back of the head, pecu 
liar weakneſs and dullneſs, or preternatural 
| ſenſibility of the organs of ſenſe, a ſmall, ir. 
regular, often little accelerated pulſe, dejet. i 
edneſs, crude, quite clear, or ſometimes nas. | 
tural urine, watchfulneſs, or great inclination 
to fleep without refreſhment, purging with. 


out relief, were, during the firſt ten or twelve 
days, in general the chief complaints of the ' 
patient, who could frequently remain (til! - 
out of bed, The ſenforium became gta; 
dually more affected; want of memory, apa- il + 
thy, and light delirium, jſucceeded; and the 2 


diſeaſe often terminated in the fifth or ſixth 
week, commonly attended with convulſions. 
A young phyſician died thus in the fixth 
week; another, wha in company with our 
author opened his body, was ſeized with 
ſimilar ſymptoms. He had been already 
eight days ill when Dr Brandis firſt fav 
him: his ſituation was very critical; thc 

ſenſoriun 
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ſenſorium was remarkably affected, extraor- 
dinary dejection alternated with flight deli- 
rium; the pulſe was ſmall, irregular, and 
very quick, no evident remiſhon was to be 
obſerved, nor any marks of acceſſions. Bli- 
ſters had been applied to his legs, and he 
uſed internally wine, camphor, and bark. 
Theſe ſtimulating remedies ſeemed to affect 
the ſenſorium ſtill more; the delirium in- 
= creaſed, and all the other ſymptoms grew 
1 worſe. The lukewarm-bath was now order- 
ed, the other remedies were omitted, and 
ip. mindereri was preſcribed, with weak 
warm wine and water, for his drink. The 
effect of the firſt bath was ſtrikingly benefi- 
« crial. After he had remained in it half an 


pa- hour, the delirium and anxiety diminiſhed, 
the BY and he declared it did him good, and would 
xh certainly ſave him. The bath was continued 
Ons. I eight or ten days. He recovered gradually, 
1xt BY and was at laſt completely cured. 
our BY In Hildeſheim, in the winter 1789, a ſimi- 
wih lar diſeaſe was epidemic. Dr Brandis em- 
cad) ployed his remedy, wherever it could be 
ſav ö uſed, and with conſtant ſucceſs. He attend- 


ed a ſhop-boy, who was ſeized with this 
flow 
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flow nervous fever, accompanied by a ſuc. 
ceſſion of anomalous ſymptoms, all, how. 
ever, referable to a peculiar affection of the 
ſenſorium. In the third week, univerſal 
apathy, ſtupor, and delirium, came on. Du- 
ring three weeks every remedy was tried; 
wine and ether were given in large doſes, 
but in vain; the bath alone, on account of 
the local ſituation of the patient, could not 
be uſed, and he died in the middle of the 
eighth week. Immediately thereafter, a 
young woman in the ſame houſe was at. 
tacked, The ſymptoms were in the very 
beginning more violent. Inſuperable me. 
lancholy and depreſſion, with violent pain 
in the back of her head, flight remitting fe- 
ver, &c. confined her to bed in eight or 
ten days, and dreadful apathy came on 
as early as the thirteenth day. In this caſe, 
Dr Brandis overcame all difficulties, and on 
the fifteenth or ſixteenth day the patient 
was placed in the warm-bath. The ex- 


peed ſucceſs followed, the delirium dimi- 
niſhed, the diſeaſe declined without any ob- 
vious criſis, and in four weeks was quite 


removed. The reconvaleſcence was, ho- 
ever, 
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ever, extremely flow, and the total loſs of 
hair ſhewed how violent the diſeaſe had 
been. 

In February 1798, Dr Brandis was con- 
ſulted on account of a young merchant. He 
had been three weeks ill, and treated partly 
with ſlightly evacuating, partly with ſtimu- 
lating remedies. Family-diſtreſs prevented 
our author from viſiting the patient, and he 
only recommended the uſe of the warm- 
bath in a general way. The attending phy- 
ſician had, however, no confidence in it, and 
did not uſe it. Fourteen days afterwards, 
Dr Brandis was again called in, and found 
the patient given over by the former phyſi- 
clan. He lay quite inſenſible, paſſed his 
{tools and urine involuntarily, he was ſlightly 
delirious, conſtantly muttering or making va- 
rious geſticulations with his hands; his 
pulſe was ſmall and frequent, ſbſultus tendi- 
num was almoſt conſtant, and his tongue 
was quite dry, of a bright red colour, with- 
out any incruſtration. He frequently brought 
up, by coughing, thin frothy blood. The 
diſeaſe had now continued five weeks; eva- 
cuating and exciting remedies had been freely 

| uſed, 
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uſed, and recourſe had been long had to 
ſtrong doſes of wine and muſk. Our author, 
even in this ſituation, did not heſitate to or. 
der the warm bath; he truſted in it as a 
powerful antiſpaſmodic, and its uſe was now 
agreed to. The very firſt bath produced 
evident relief, which encouraged them to 
continue its uſe ſteadily. The patient no 
longer brought up blood by coughing, and 
his ſtools were leſs frequent, and not without 
his being ſenſible of them. In eight days he 
was evidently better, and in about three weeks 
perfectly recovered. 

The principal effect of the warm bath in 
fevers is good in general, ſince it takes off 
the ſpaſm of the ſkin, and thoſe parts ſym- 
pathiſing with it increaſes the excretion by 
the ſkin, promotes the flow of blood through 
its veſlels, and moderates the aQion of the 
nervous ſyſtem, but without in any way di. 
miniſhing the vital power or irritability. 
Such, ſays our author, is the opinion of 
Cullen, Selle, and of Marcard himſelf, where 
he proves, that the warm bath does not debi. 
litate. According to our author, he ſeems 
to have been miſled merely by the pheno- 
menon which both of them, as well as Mar- 

teau, 
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teau, have obſerved, that in the bath the 
pulſe often falls ſixteen or twenty beats in a 
minute. Dr Marcard aſcribed this to a dimi- 
nution of the vital principle; our author ex- 
plains it otherwiſe, A freer circulation in 
the ſmall veſſels of the ſurface, muſt, ſays 
he, diminiſh the flow of blood to the heart ; 
now the ſtimulus, which excites the heart to 
action, being leſs, its contractions become 
leſs frequent, though without the ſmalleſt 
diminution of the vital principle. Hence 
Dr Brandis thinks the warm bath not ad- 
miſſible in thoſe fevers where the cauſe lies 
in the primæ viæ, until that be removed, and 
only in putrid fevers when the criſis takes 
place by the ſkin, nor in inflammatory 
fevers, when the vital principle muſt be di- 
miniſhed, which is contrary to the action of 
the warm bath; although he believes, with 
De la Verniere, that it may be uſeful as an 
aſſiſtant remedy, particularly in inflamma- 
tion of the inteſtines, on account of the ſym- 
pathy between theſe and the ſkin. An ir- 
ritable melancholy man became obſtinately 
conſtipated. His phyſician, thinking conſti- 
pation 
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pation muſt be removed by purgatives, gave 
at firſt neutral ſalts freely, then jalap, and 
at laſt, one morning, half a ſcruple of calomel, 
with frequent clyſters of vinegar and water, 
and next morning a whole drachm of diagry- 
dium ſulphuratum. Conſtant vomiting, 3 
ſmall hard pulſe, and violent pain in the 
belly, now came on, and the phyfician had 
reſolved to venture every thing, as he ſaid, 
and to make the patient ſwallow half a pound 
of pure quickſilver, when Dr Brandis was 
called in. Lukewarm-bathing, bleeding, 
opiates, and the application of a bliſter to 
the belly, effected a cure. In thoſe fevers in 
which the ſolids particularly ſuffer, our au- 
thor thinks the warm-bath muſt be eſpecially 
uſeful. For confirmation, he refers to Cul. 
len, Richter, and Selle; and concludes with 
joining Marcard, in recommending it in 
malaria, ariſing, in warm countries, from 
marſh miaſma; and in ſmall-pox, where 
violent fever and ſpaſm of the {kin is preſent, 
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IX. 


A Deſcription of the Jail. Diſtemper, as it ap- 
peared among the Spaniſh Priſoners at Min- 
cheſter in the year 780 with an Account 
of the Means employed for curing that Fever, 
and for deſtroying the Contagion which gave 
riſe to it. By James Carmichael Smyth, 
M.D. F. R.S. Fellow of the Royal College 
of Phyſicians, and Phyſician Extraordinary 
to his Maje/ſly. 8vo. London, 1795. 


. 


N a ſhort preface to this important publi- 

cation, the author gives an account of 
the circumſtances which led to his being ap- 
pointed to viſit the Spaniſh priſoners con- 
fined at Wincheſter, when the jail-diſtem- 
Wpcr prevailed among them with great fatali- 
y; and of the intention which he formed, 
ff giving ſome account of the diſeaſe which 
ie had ſeen, and of the means that had 
deen ſucceſsfully employed, both in the 
reatment of the fever, and likewiſe in de- 
[roying the contagion. He mentions alſo, 
Vol. I. F 7 
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the circumſtances which led him to delay 
that publication at the time, as well as thoſe 

which have induced him to publiſh it at the 
| preſent period. He then introduces his ſub. 
je& by ſome general obſervations on the jail- 
diſtemper, 


In every ſituation, he obſerves, where a 


number of people are crowded together, un- 


leſs the ſtricteſt attention be paid to clean. 
lineſs, and to free ventilation, a fever, ſooner 
or later, breaks out among them, of a very 
contagious nature, and attended with very 
fatal effects. This fever, known by the 
name of the Jail-diſtemper, has already been 
deſcribed by ſeveral phyſicians of eminence. 
But as it aſſumes, according to the violence 
of the contagion, or other circumſtances not 
yet underſtood, a variety of appearances, its 
hiſtory, he remarks, mult be conſidered a 
incomplete, until all theſe varieties are ac- 
curately pointed out, and the characteriſtic 
marks of the diſtemper diſtinguiſhed from 
the acceffory or accidental ſymptoms. With 
the view, therefore, of rendering more pet— 
fe& the hiſtory of ſo important a diſeaſe, be 
gives a brief account of its appearance il 

Winchelter ; 
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Wincheſter ; and this he was enabled to 
do, not only from what he ſaw, but from 
what he felt, having himſelf ſuffered two ſe- 
vere attacks of the fever. | 

This diſeaſe in general came on ſuddenly, 
and the ſtomach was always the part firſt af- 
teted. A diſagreeable feeling at the præ- 
cordia, a degree of nauſea and giddineſs, 
were the firſt ſymptoms. Theſe were ſoon 
followed by a pain immediately . above the 
eyes, at the temples, or at the back part of 
the head. Chillineſs, great weaknets, and 
ſrequent ſighing, likewiſe attended its com- 
mencement. The countenance was pale, 
and the eyes dull, though the tunica albu— 
ginea was of a clear white. Coſtiveneſs 
was general, with a tenſe and hard abdo- 
men. The pulſe was for the moſt part fmall 
and fluttering ; but in ſome inſtances it was 
little altered from the natural ſtate. The pa- 


cents were always drowſy, but when ſpoken 
no, awoke readily, aud, when awake, gave 
* Wl ditin& anſwers to any queſtions put to them. 
-e were permanently delirious, unleſs for 
be H ſhort time before death; and many were 


nſible to the very laſt. 
T; e To 


84 ANNALS OF 


To the general deſcription of the diſeaſe, 
Dr Smyth ſubjoins a particular account of 
his own caſe, in hopes that, deſcribing what 
he himſelf felt, he might throw till greater 
light on the nature of this diſtemper. After 
long expoſure to the contagion, although he 
had felt no inconvenience within the houſe, 
he found himſelf very giddy, with a conſi- 
derable degree of nauſea. Theſe ſymptoms, 
however, ſoon went off; he ate his dinner 
as uſual, and went to bed ſeemingly in per- 
ſect health. But, about the middle of the 
night, he awoke from ſleep with ſymptoms 
of the moſt violent fever, the oppreſſion at 
the precordia exceeding all deſcription, 
whilſt the ſenſation of heat gave him the 
idea of liquid fire, ſpreading from his ſto: 
mach acroſs his breaſt, along the courſe 
the peQoral muſcle, and down the inſides ol 
his arms, to the extremities of his fingers 
Notwithſtanding theſe dreadful ſenſations, 
his pulſe was regular, and the frequency d 
it by no means in proportion to the degre: 
of heat. This, however, was not the cali 
at later periods of the diſeaſe. For during! 
future exacerbation in the night, his pull 
| Wa 
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was much quicker than he ever remembered 
to have felt that of any adult who was not in 
the agonies of death, the heart ſeeming rather 
to vibrate than to beat. 

Theſe are the moſt remarkable ſymptoms 
mentioned by Dr Smyth, as having occur- 
red in this caſe ; during the courſe of which, 
he employed chicfly antimonials and the Pe- 
ruvian bark; and probably with good effects: 
for, notwithſtanding the ſeverity of his ſymp- 
toms at particular times, yet he does not 
ſeem, for a ſingle day, to have been con- 
fined to bed, or even to the houſe. He con- 
tinued, however, for ſeveral months very 
weak and languid. Nor was the diſagree- 
able feeling of his breaſt and arms remo- 
ved till the winter following, when he ap- 
plied a bliſter to the ſternum, which occa- 
ſioned an eruption of painful carbuncles all 
over his breaſt; and an eruption ſomewhat 
ſimilar afterwards came out on the back-part 
of his head. | 

After a particular defcription of his own 
cle, Dr Smyth next preſents us with 
lome obſervations on the moſt remarkable 
lymptoms of the Wincheſter fever. Though 
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a diſagreeable ſeeling at the pit of the ito. 
mach is a common ſymptom in all fevers, 
yet he never ſaw it ſo permanent, through 
the whole courſe of the diſeaſe, as in the 
preſent inſtance. The peculiar clearnels of 
the tunica albuginea of the eyes, which oc- 
' curred in this fever, he conſiders as a very 
uncommon appearance. He had before 
conſidered a turbid appearance, or rednels 
of the tunica albuginea, as a conſtant and 
diſtinguiſhing ſymptom of every fever of 
the contagious kind. But before he had 
been long at Wincheſter, he was convinced 
of the danger of eſtabliſhing general obſer. 
vations ; as in the greateſt number of the ſick, 
the eye had more of the pearly whitenels 
obſervable in conſumptive perſons, than of 

the rednels uſual in contagious fevers, 
br Smyth next conſiders the cauſes 
which contributed to the mortality of the 
Spaniſh priſoners at Wincheſter, This 
mortality might ſeem extraordinary to any 
one acquainted with the healthy ſituation 
of Wincheſter, the largeneſs of the priſon- 
wards, the convenience of the airing- 
ground, and, above all, the attention paid 
ta 
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to the treatment of priſoners of war in Bri- 
tain, But Dr Smyth thinks the mortality 
was to be aſcribed to the concurrence of 
different circumſtances, particularly the long 
confinement of theſe ſeamen on board their 
own ſhips; their having brought with them 
all their clothes and bedding ; their averſion 
to expoſe themſelves to free air, from a 
dread of the cold and dampneſs of our cli— 
mate; the deſpondency of mind of many 
of them who belonged to the Caracca Com- 
pany, and had loſt their fortunes as well as 
their liberty; a prejudice which, in conſe- 
quence of a diſpute with the ſurgeon, they 
entertained againſt him ; and, laſtly, the 
hoſpital being too much crowded, from the 
number of the ſick increaſing ſo rapidly an 
unexpectedly. | 
In treating of the nature of the conta- 
gion, Dr.Smyth contends, that in the caſe 
of the jail-fever, it is in every inſtance the 
reſult of putrefaction, and particularly the 
putrefaction of the perſpirable matter, when 
tere is not a renewal of the application of 
ar to carry it off. This, he thinks, admits 
1 Wot every ſpecies of evidence applicable to 
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a matter of fact and obſervation. With 
regard to the communication of this conta. 
gion, Ur Smyth thinks he may affirm, that 
it affects not only thoſe immediately ex- 
poſed to the originally contaminated atmo. 
ſphere, but that it may alſo be communica. 
ted by the clothes of perſons, who have, for 
any length of time, been confined in it, al. 
though the perſons themſelves have ſuffered 
no injury from theſe clothes, nor had any 
diſeaſe. 

Dr Smyth is of opinion, that a very con- 
ſiderable variety of fevers, from the flight- 
eſt vernal intermittent to the true plague, 
are only different ſhades and varieties of 
the ſame diſeaſe, and productions of one 
common cauſe, putrefaction; and he con- 
ſiders the contagion of the jail or hoſpital 
fever, as one of the moſt ſubtile and power- 
ful vapours of the putrid kind. In ordina- 
ry caſes of fever, the vital principle is 
only, he thinks, rouſed into action, and 1s 
commonly ſufficient to remove the morbid 
cauſe; but here the contagion ſeems to 
act as a narcotic poiſon, ſuppreſſing in place 
of rouſing the principle of life. Since, 

y therefore, 
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therefore, nature can do ſo little, it is, he 
obſerves, of the utmoſt conſequence to know 
whether the contagion may be prevented or 
deſtroyed. 

This naturaily leads Dr Smyth to confider 
the means of preyenting or deſtroying the 
jail-contagion. In reſpe& of ſpecific con- 
tagions, he obſerves, that unleſs they be 
expoſed to the open air, or to a ſtream of 
water, we know no means of deſtroying 
them, or even of blunting their activity. The 
caſe 1s not, in his opinion, the ſame with 
putrid contagions, which are often entirely 
deſtroyed by certain degrees of heat or 
cold ; and nothing, he was induced to think, 
could fo certainy or efhicaciouſly deſtroy 
them, as the mineral acids in a ſtate of va- 
pour. The fumes of ſulphur ſo ſucceſsfully 
made uſe of to tumigate clothes or furniture, 
cannot be employed either in hoſpital or 
priſon-wards, as they are found, even in a 
imall quantity, to prove immediately deſtruc- 
tive to animal life. But Dr Smyth had fre- 
quently remarked, that the fumes ot the ni- 
trous acid did not affect the breathing in the 
ſame manner; notwithſtanding which, he con- 


ceived # 
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ceived that they might prove of equal effi- 
cacy in deſtroying or diminiſhing the viru- 
lence of contagion; and many trials which 
he has now had an opportunity of making, 
have convinced him, not only of the power 
of the nitrous acid, but alſo of the ſafety 
with which it may be uſed. Of this matter 
he refers a more full deſcription to the Ap- 
pendix to this Treatiſe, and he proceeds to 
give an account of the treatment of the pri- 
ſoners, and of the means employed to purify 
the priſon and hoſpital wards. 

When Dr Smyth arrived at Wincheſter, 
he found the ſick-liſt increaſing ſo rapidly, 
that it was neceſſary to have immediate re- 
courſe to ſome means for deſtroying the 
contagion. With this view, he divided the 
whole priſon-wards into four parts; and 


lodging the priſoners in three of theſe, he 


ſet aſide the fourth for the purpoſe of purifi- 
cation, which was conducted in the following 
manner. 

After removing all the hammocks, bed- 
ding, &c. from the wards, they were firſt 
thoroughly cleaned out. Then the ham- 
mock-poſts were well waſhed with diluted 

marine 
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marine acid. The wards, when dry, were 
cloſely ſhut up, and pots placed in them at 
different diſtances, containing from half a 
pound to a pound of nitre, which was de- 
flagrated by an iron heater put into each 
pot. The wards were then ſhut up for 
ſome hours, and when opened were expoſed 
to a free ventilation. After this proceſs had 
been once or twice repeated, the wards were 
again furniſhed with freſh hammocks and 
bedding, the old ones being entirely taken 
away. 

Having thus prepared the wards, his 
next object was the preparation of the 
priſoners who were to be lodged in them, 
As many as could be lodged in the pre- 
pared wards were taken to the river in 
companies. They were ſtripped, waſhed, 
and new-clothed, all their old clothes being 
carefully removed. The good effects of this 
plan, as far as it could be carried into 
execution, were immediately felt: for none 
of the priſoners ſo managed were afterwards 
ſeized with the fever, though tor want oi a 
ſufficient quautity of freſh clothes, it was ne- 
ceſſary to reſtore to the owners what had 


been * 
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been taken from them, after ** and 
fumigating them. 

Dr Smych next proceeds to treat of the 
cure of the jail- fever; and he firſt ſpeaks 
of the preventive treatment or cure of the 
diſeaſe in the firſt ſtage. He obſerves, that 
putrid contagions, contrary to what happens 
with thoſe of the ſpecific kind, after they 
have been admitted into the body, and even 
after they have excited various morbid 
ſymptoms, may again be expelled, either 
completely, or at leaſt to ſuch a degree as 
greatly leflen their violence. From the ex- 
perience of ſome of the ableſt phyſicians, 
we learn, that there are three ways of ex- 
pelling contagion; the firſt by an emetic, 
the ſecond by ſweating, and the third by 
bliſters applied to different parts of the 
body. Of each of theſe he offers ſome ob- 
ſervations. An emetic he repreſents as the 
chief means of expelling contagion, if em- 
ployed immediately on the attack of the 
diſeaſe. But it muſt not be uſed without 
very great caution when the contagion has 
excited vomiting, or rendered the ſtomach 
yery irritable, As an emetic is ſeldom 


alone 
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alone ſufficient, it is neceſſary, Dr Smyth ob- 
ſerves, to have recourſe to ſweating to com- 
plete the cure of the firſt ſtage. 

When ſweating is employed, it ſhould be 
kept up until the ſymptoms of fever be re- 
moved, or at leaſt till a complete intermiſſion 
be obtained. But we ſhould never, Dr 
Smyth tells us, force ſweating by any means 
by which the heat of the body or quickneſs 
of the pulſe may be greatly increaſed; and 
we ought never to perſevere in keeping up 
profuſe ſweating, if we find that it does not 
afford a ſenſible relief, or abatement of ſymp- 
toms. 

The third method of removing conta- 
gion, of which Dr Smyth ſpeaks, is the ap- 
plication of bliſters. Of this, however, he 
can ſay nothing from his own experience ; 
and he mentions it only on the authority of 
Dr Lind. He thinks it not improbable, 
that in the beginning bliſters may be uſed 
with advantage, and the diſcharge give an 
outlet to the poiſon. But, in whatever way 
their operation may be explained, he conſi- 


ders the authority of Dr Lind as warranting 
a trial, 


Beſides 
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Beſides theſe three methods of expelling 
the poiſon, there are two other circumſtan- 
ces which he conſiders as uſeful, if not ne- 
ceſſary parts of practice, in the firſt ſtage or 
this diſeaſe. The firſt is opening the body; 
for which purpoſe he recommends calomel 
as being moſt certainly efficacious, while 
there is very little riſk of 1ts doing too much, 
The ſecond is bathing the feet and legs, or, 
what is preferable, the whole body, in warm 
water. This practice, Dr Smyth thinks, is 
particularly requilite for ſoldiers and ſailors, 
as it waſhes away any remains of contagion 
adhering to the ſurface of the body, re- 
moves the coldneſs of the extremities, and, 
by relaxing the ſkin, renders it more tran- 
ſpirable. 

If, from employing the whole or any 
part of this preventive method of cure, the 
ſymptoms be either entirely removed, or 2 
complete intermiſſion obtained, the return 


of the fever is to be prevented by the free 
uſe of the Peruvian bark ; and the patient 


is to be reſtored by tonics, gentle exerciſe, 
and change of air. When the preventive 
methed has proved ineffeQual, the fever 

may 
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may be looked upon as formed, or advanced 
to the ſecond ſtage; and recourſe muſt then 
be had to other modes of treatment: Theſe 
Dr Smyth next proceeds to conſider. 

After ſtating the ſentiments of different 
authors reſpecting the cure of the jail and 
other contagious fevers, he delivers his own 
opinion of the treatment of the jail-fever, 
in the ſecond ſtage, or when the diſeaſe is 
eſtabliſhed. The great objects of the ra- 
tional practitioner at this period of the diſ- 
eaſe, are, he tells us, to moderate the 
ſymptoms of fever, without diminiſhing 
the ſtrength; and to ſupport the ſtrength, 
without increaſing the heat of the body, or 
frequency of the pulle. For anſwering 
theſe complicated and ſeemingly oppoſite 
intentions, Dr Smyth tells us, he does not 
know any medicines ſo proper as ſome of 
the preparations of antimony and the ſpiri- 
tus ætheris vitriolici, or the vitriolic ether 
itſelf. 

Without entering into the comparatiye 
merit of the various preparations of anti— 
mony, Dr Smyth gives the preference to 
tartar emetic and James's powder, or the 


pulvis 
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pulvis antimonialis of the London Pharma. 
copzia, which he conſiders as being * ſame 
with James's powder. 

Theſe antimonials Dr Smyth did not give 
at this period of the diſzaſe, with the in- 
tention of exciting vomiting, or even nau- 
ſea. To determine their operation to the 
bowels in a moderate way, he generally 
added to the antimonial powder a few 
grains of rhubarb, or of calomel. The anti. 
monial powder, thus managed, commonly, 
he tells us, keeps the body ſoluble, the ſkin 
moiſt, prevents the dryneſs of the mouth 
and fauces, and leflens the oppreſſion, an. 
xiety, and ſenſe of heat at the præcordia. 
He diſſuades, however, from the uſe of an- 
timonials, when, from the extreme irrita- 
bility of the ſtomach, they occaſion fick- 
neſs and vomiting, when there is a diſpoſi- 
tion to profuſe ſweating, or when they in- 
creaſe lowneſs and dejection. This, how- 


ever, Dr Smyth tells us, may be much ob- 


viated by the other medicine, which, from 
long experience of its efficacy, he has ven- 
tured to recommend in the cure of conta- 


gious fevers. 
This 
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This medicine, the ſpiritus ztheris vitrio- 
lici, has, he thinks, an advantage over moſt 
cordials, as it does not increaſe the heat of 
the body, or the quickneſs of the pulſe ; but, 
on the contrary, renders the action of the 
heart more regular and flow. It is alſo, he 
tells us, ſerviceable in promoting a diapho- 
reſis, and in leflening the anxiety; tremors, 
xc. As to the modes of giving it, in caſes 
of fever accompanied with petechiz and vi- 
| bices, and with a diſpoſition to hæ morrhage, 
he commonly gives it in the infuſum roſe, 
two or three drachms to a pint. When 
there is great heat in the region of the ſto- 
mach, he prefers giving it in a glaſs of Selt- 
zer water. When the ſtomach is extremely 
irritable, he gives it in an infuſion of mint, 
or in weak negus made with hock or Rhe- 
niſh wine. Sometimes he gives it largely 
diluted as a beverage; at other times as a 
medicine, with a ſmaller proportion of wa- 
ter, 

Although Dr Smyth has found the vi- 
tmolic zther and the compoſitions of it ge- 
nerally agreeable to the taſte of the ſick, 
yet he has now and then met with patients 
Vor. I. & who 
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who had a particular diſſike to it, and would 
not take it in any form; in theſe caſes he 
uſes camphor in its ſtead, Dr Smyth has 
ſeldom been under the neceſſity of employ. 
ing any other medicines in the ſecond ſtage 
of this diſeaſe. And when the fever has 
been treated in this manner, the third ſtage, 
he tells us, has ſeldom occurred : but when | 
it does occur, another treatment becomes 
neceflary ; and. reſpecting this, Dr Smyth, 
next makes ſome obſervations. 

When the patient is affected with a per. 
manent coma, an increaſed propenſity to gan- 
grene, and a reſolved ſtate of the blood, 
{ymptoms which he conſiders as charaQteriſtic 
of the laſt ſtage, recourſe, he obſerves, is 
commonly had to the Peruvian bark, ſerpen- 
taria, contrayerva, aromatics, volatile alkali, 
muſk, mineral acids, and wine, with the 
application of bliſters to the extremities. 
On each of theſe he offers ſome obſervations. 
The Peruvian bark he conſiders as the me. 
dicine promiſing the greateſt advantage 
But as it can ſeldom, in this ſtate of fever, be 

taken into the ſtomach in ſufficient quantit) 
to be productive of much benefit, Dr Smyth 
never 
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never truſts to the quantity taken by the 
mouth, but alſo orders it to be thrown up 
by glyſter every twelve hours; and to ſup— 
port the ſtrength, he commonly directs it to 
be boiled in mutton or chicken broth. Of 
this he directs halt a pint, or twelve ounces, 
to be adminiſtered at a time ; and he thinks 
it is in general adviſeable to add twenty or 
thirty drops of the tinctura opii. 

As for wine, unleis when the ſick them- 
ſelves have a dillike to it, or when there is 
reaſon to apprehend a phrenetic delirium 
coming on, it may, he thinks, be ſafely al- 
lowed in every ſtage of the diſeaſe. The 
quality of the wine, and the quantity of 
the water, with which it is diluted, will de- 
pend upon the time and ſymptoms of the 
diſeaſe. In the laſt ſtage, when the patient 
is extremely weak, with a ſunk pulſe and 
cold ſweats, the ſtrongeſt wine is required, 
and the proper quantity can be determined 
only by the effect it produces. Dr Smyth 
tells us he has given with advantage two 
bottles of Madeira a-day, for ſeveral days 
together ; and that he once gave two bottles 

| G2 of 
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of Port wine in twelve hours to a patient 
who recovered. 
Ur Smyth concludes his account of the 
treatment of this fever, when formed, with 
a few remarks on the regimen and manage. 
ment of the ſick. They ſhould, he obſerves, 
be kept in bed, and in a horizontal poſture, 
No curtains ſhould be drawn around the bed, 
ſo as to prevent the free circulation of air; 
The heat of the room ſhould be temperate, 
rather cold than hot: The windows, unleſs 
in very ſevere weather, ſhould be kept open 
during the day : The quantity of bed-clothes 
ſhould be regulated by the patient's habits 
of life; in general the ſick ſhould be lightly 
covered, Liquid nouriſhment is the only 
food they require; and they ſhould be con- 
fined to the uſe of gruels, panadas, and ve- 
getable jellies; to which wine may be occa- 
ſionally added: Whatever they take ſhould 
be given in ſmall quantities, and often. 
Their drink ſhould never be more than te- 
pid ; and, when there is no ſymptom of 
viſceral inflammation, it ſhould be quite cold. 
In many caſes, Dr Smyth has no objections 
to ice, or to drink cooled in ice. Patients, 


however, 
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however, ſhould never drink much at a 
time; and as they have ſeldom great thirſt, 
they do not require it: fruit, he adds, is com- 
monly agreeable and uſeful to them. 

Dr Smyth next proceeds to make ſome 
obſervations on certain ſymptoms occurring 
in the courſe of this fever, which greatly 
increaſe the ſufferings and danger of the pa- 
tient, and which demand particular atten- 
tion on the part of the phyſician. The ſto- 
mach is often ſo extremely irritable, as to re- 
jet every thing. In this caſe, Dr Smyth 
has known ſome relief afforded by fomen- 
tations, or by a plaſter of theriaca, or of 
opium and camphor, applied to the præcor- 
dia, Internally, abſorbents, mucilages, and 
opium, are the chief remedies. But the 
medicine which he has found moſt uſeful is 
calomel given in pills, to the quantity of one, 
two, or three grains, with opium, and re- 
peated at intervals till it procure ſome eva- 
cuation by ſtool. | 

For allaying burning heat and oppreſſion 
at the præcordia, Dr Smyth tells us, he 
knows nothing ſo ſerviceable as twenty or 
thirty drops of vitriolic ther, in a glaſs of 
G 3 Seltzer 
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Seltzer water, neutraliſed with a tea ſpoon- 
ful of lemon-juice, and taken in the ſtate of 
efferveſcence. The vitriolic ether, or the 
ſpiritus ætheris vitriolici, are alſo, he thinks, 
the beſt cordials, and moſt effectual remedies, 
for the lowneſs, anxiety, tremors, and catch- 
ings, which ſo frequently occur. 

What he confiders as the moſt effeQual 
means of obviating the phrenetic delirium, 
are, to keep the body open, the air of the 


room cool, the patient lightly covered, and 
to avoid the Peruvian bark, and all heating 


cordials. After the delirium had come on, 
he never obſerved any ſenſible relief from 
the application of leeches or of bliſters ; 
but he has repeatedly ſeen patients greatly 
compoled by cold embrocations conſtantly 
applied to the forehead, or to the head ſha- 
ved. The embrocation which he has com- 
monly uſed is formed of roſe-water, with a 
imall proportion of vinegar and of campho- 
rated ſpirit of wine. 

When there is a tendency to profuſe 
ſweating, the patient ſhould fleep on a mat- 
traſs, be kept very cool, and take frequent- 
ly a cup of the infuſum roſe. The drink 


ſhould 
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ſhould bered wine and water, taken cold, with 
a few drops of the elixir of vitriol. Where 
there 1s too great tendency to purging, ab- 
ſorbents, mucilages, and opiates, with ipe- 
cacuana or rhubarb, in ſmall doſes, are, he 
tells us, the proper remedies. In theſe 
caſes, antimonials and acids, whether vege- 
table or mineral, muſt be avoided. 

This treatiſe is concluded with a few re- 
marks on the convaleſcent ſtate, and on the 
general effects of contagious fevers on the 
conſtitution. Contagious fevers in general, 
but eſpecially thoſe which ariſe from a jail- 
contagion, ſeldom terminate in complete re- 
covery. As the head is more particularly af. 
fected in theſe fevers, it is ſometimes very 
long before the patient be perfectly tree 
from giddineſs, and partial defect of ſight, 
Dr Smyth has ſometimes ſeen the pupils of 
the eyes remain for ſeveral weeks ſo conſi- 
derably dilated, with a pulſe from an hun- 
dred to an hundred and twenty, as to give juſt 
ground to ſuſpect that the brain was mate- 
rially injured; and yet theſe ſymptoms at 
laſt have gradually diſappeared ; and the 
complete recovery of the patient has proved, 

G4 ,-- at 
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that they were only the effect of temporary 
weakneſs and irritability. When convaleſ. 
cents become ſuddenly anaſarcous, they com- 
monly, Dr Smyth tells us, receive imme. 
diate relief from a briſk purge, combined witl; 
ſquills, or ſome other diuretic medicine. 

To this Treatiſe, by way of Appendix, are 
annexed ſeveral papers connected with tlie 
ſubject, and which particularly tend to con- 
firm the two moſt important points on which 
he has inſiſted, on the efficacy of the ſpiritus 
vitrioli dulcis in the cure of fevers, and 
the ſuperior advantages of the nitrous acid 
for deſtroying the jail contagion. But this 
important diſcovery will be found more fully 
demonſtrated in the next article. | 
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X. 


An Account of the Experiment made at the de- 
fire of the Lords Commiſſioners of the Admi- 
ralty, on Board the Union Hoſpital Ship, to 
determine the ect of the Nitrous Acid in 
deftroying Contagion, and the Safety with 
which it may be employed. In a Letter ad- 
dreſſed to the Right Honourable Earl Spencer, 
c. Sc. By James Carmichael Smyth, 
M. D. F. R. S. Fellow of the Royal College 
of Phyficians, and Phyſician Extraordinary 
to his Maje/ly. 8vo. London, 1796. 


HE ſubje& of this ſhort Treatiſe is in- 
timately connected with the work of 
Dr Smyth on the fever at Wincheſter, of 
which an analyſis has been given in the pre- 
ceding article. And if future experience 
ſhall confirm what may with a high degree 
of probability be inferred from the ex- 
periment here related, Dr Smyth's diſcove- 
iy reſpecting the influence of the nitrous 
| acid 
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acid in deſtroying contagion, will prove of 
the moſt eſſential benefit to mankind. 

After a few mtroduQory ſentences ad- 
dreſſed to Earl Spencer, reſpeQing the im. 
portance of the ſubjet, Dr Smyth imme. 
diately preſents his readers with a report of 


an experiment for ſtopping the progreſs of 


contagion, executed at his defire on board 
the Union Hoſpital-ſhip, at Sheerneſs, by 
Mr Archibald Menzies, late ſurgeon to his 
Majeſty's ſhip the Diſcovery ; a gentleman, 
who, as Dr Smyth juſtly obſerves, ſeems to 


have been in every reſpect well qualified 


for executing ſo important a truſt. The re- 
port is here given in the words of Mr Men- 
zies himſelf. 

After having obtained every neceſſary in- 
formation on the intended manner of con- 
ducting the fumigation, Mr Menzies tells us, 
that he arrived at Sheerneſs on the 24th of 
November 1795, and went on board the 
Union Hoſpital-ſhip, in which, according to 
orders from the Admiralty, the experiment 
was to be tried, In this ſhip, the lower and 
middle gun-decks were divided into large 
apartments or wards, which were very much 

crowded 
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crowded with ſick. They lay in cradles to 
the number of nearly two hundred, of which 
about one hundred and fifty were in dif- 
ferent ſtages of malignant fever, extremely 
contagious, as was evident from its rapid 
progreſs, and fatal effects among the attend- 
ants on the ſick, and the ſhip's company. 
The mortality, indeed, had not been ſo great 
as from the virulence and malignity of the 
diſeaſe there was reaſon to dread, which, 
Mr Menzies thinks, was to be aſcribed only 
to the great care and attention of Mr — 
ſurgeon to the hoſpital. 

On the forenoon of the 26th of Novem- 
ber, Mr Menzies began the experiment. 
He firſt ordered all the ports and ſkuttles 
to be cloſely ſhut up. Sand, which had been 
previouſly heated in iron- pots, was then 
Wl ſcooped into earthen pipkins by means of 
| an iron-ladle. In each pipkin a ſmall tea- 
c cup was immerſed, containing about half 
0 an ounce of concentrated vitriolic acid; to 
which, after it had acquired a proper degree 
of heat, an equal quantity of nitre in pow- 
der was gradually added, and the mixture 
lirred with a glaſs ſpatula, until vapour 


aroſe 
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_ aroſe from it in conſiderable quantity. The 
pipkins were then carried through the wards 
by the nurſes and convaleſcents, who kept 
walking about with them in their hands, oc- 
caſionally putting them under the cradles of 
the ſick, and in every corner where any fou| 
air was ſuſpected to lodge. In this manner the 
fumigation was continued, until the whole 
ſpace between decks was fore and aft filled 
with the vapour, which appeared like a thick 
haze. 

In this firſt trial Mr Menzies proceeded 
ſlowly and cautiouſly, following with his eye 
the pipkins in every direction, to watch the 
effect of the vapour upon the fick. He 
obſerved, that at firſt it excited a good deal 
of coughing : But this gradually ceaſed, in 
proportion as it became more generally dif- 
tuſed through the wards. This appeared 
to Mr Menzies to be chiefly occaſioned by 
the ignorance and inattention of thoſe who 
carried the pipkins, in putting them ſome- 
times too near the faces of the ſick, by which 
means they ſuddenly inhaled the ſtrong va- 
pour, as it immediately iſſued ſrom the 
cups. | 

In 
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In compliance with Dr Smyth's directions, 
the body-clothes and bed-clothes of the ſick 
were as much as poſſible expoſed to the nitrous 
vapour during the fumigation ; and all the 
dirty linen removed from them was imme- 
diately immerſed in a tub of cold water, af. 
terwards carried on deck, rinſed out, and 
hung up till nearly dry, and then fumigated 
before it was taken to the waſh-houſe; a 
proceſs which Mr Menzies thinks extremely 
neceſſary in every infectious diſeaſe. 

As the people were at firſt awkward and 
flow, it took about three hours to fumigate 
the ſhip. In about an hour after, the va- 
pour having entirely ſubſided, the ports and 
ſkuttles were thrown open for the admiſſion. 
of freſh air. Mr Menzies then walked 
through the wards, and plainly perceived 
d char the air of the hoſpital was greatly 
y Wl fveetened even by this firſt fumigation. 
io Next morning the ſhip was again fumigated, 
beginning with the lower deck ; and the 
people employed being now better acquaint- 
ed with the operation, were more expert, 
and finiſhed the whole in about an hour. In 
another hour, the vapour having entirely 

| ſubſided, 
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ſubſided, freſh air was freely admitted into 
the hoſpital. The ſand was now made hot. 
ter, and the fumigation was of courſe much 
ſtronger, Yet the patients ſuffered no other 
inconvenience from it than a little cough. 
ing; and even that was not near ſo general 
as the day before. Twenty-ſeven pipkins 
were employed in the fumigation. About 
fourteen ounces of vitriolic acid, and as 
much nitre, were expended in the fore- 
[noon ; but in the evening, as every place 
was cloſe, and freſh air could not after. 
wards be ſo freely admitted, it was not 
thought proper to employ ſo many pipkins; 
ſo that little more than halt the above quan- 
tity of fumigating materials was uſed in the 
evening. 

The pleaſing and immediate effect of the 
fumigation, in deſtroying the offenſive and 
diſagreeable ſmell ariſing from ſo many ſick 
crowded together, was ſoon, Mr Menzies 
tells us, very perceptible, even to the nurſes 
and attendants. They began to place con: 
dence in its efficacy, and approached the 
cradles of the ſick with leſs dread of being 
infected. The ſick, therefore, were bettet 
attended; 
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attended, and the duty of the hoſpital more 
regularly performed, 

On the 28th, the ſumigation was repeat- 
ed, morning and evening, in the ſame man- 
ner as on the preceding day, and with the 
ſame pleaſing effect of deſtroying the of- 
fenſive ſmell, and purifying the general air 
of the hoſpital. There was, however, in 
particular places, a conſtant ſource of bad 
ſmell, which was not ſo eaſily overcome, and 
which was occaſioned by the neceſſaries. 
But this was remedied by an alteration 
in the conſtruction of them. And Mr 
Menzies continued the fumigation on board 
the Union regularly every morning and 
evening, being, during that time, convin- 
ced that it not only leſſened the danger of 
the infection, but alſo the malignity of the 
diſeaſe. He therefore concludes his report 
with obſerving, that the proceſs of fumiga- 
ting with the nitrous acid is ſimple and eaſy; 
and, although the vapour be extremely 
powerful and penetrating, the ſick of every 
deſcription were obſerved to bear it with 
little or no apparent inconvenience, and to 
a much greater degree than could have been 

expected. 
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expected. As it has been found to purify 
the air from diſagreeable effluvia, produced 
from people being crowded together in a 
confined ſituation, it will, Mr Menzies thinks, 
be peculiarly advantageous on board of ſickly 
ſhips, where the crew, their clothes, and the 
ſhip, may be fumigated at the ſame time, 
without riſk from fire. 

On the 5th of December, Mr Menzies 
reſigned to Mr Baſſan the farther proſecution 
of the experiment on board the Union hoſpi- 
tal-ſhip; and by different letters from him, 
both to Dr Smyth and Mr Menzies, it ap- 
pears, that by the continued uſe of the fu- 
migation, the influence of the contagion 
was effectually counteracted, though numbers 
of patients, labouring under fevers of the 
moſt malignant nature, were received from 
the Ruſſian ſhips of war. 

After the account of the experiment on 
board the Union, Dr Smyth next ſubjoins a 
report from Mr Menzies, of a ſimilar experi- 
ment which he made on board ſome of the 
Ruſſian men of war, in which a very fatal 
contagious fever had prevailed. And there 
alſo, as appears both from the report of 

Mr 


— 
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Mr Menzies, and from a certificate granted 


by Captain Chechagoff ſenior, officer of the 
Ruſſian fleet, the fumigation with the ni- 
trous acid was found to have the beſt ef- 
fects in ſtopping the progreſs of a contagious 
fever. | 

To theſe accounts of the experiments, Dr 
Smyth ſubjoins a few obſervations, pointing 
out the concluſions which they afford. He re- 
marks, in the firſt place, that the experiments 
clearly demonſtrate the ſafety with which 
the nitrous vapour, procured in the manner 
deſcribed, may be employed as a fumiga- 
tion. He next obſerves, that it had unque- 
ſtionably the effect of rendering the atmo- 
ſpheric air purer, and conſequently fitter for 
the purpoſes of animal life, while, at the 
ſame time, it completely deſtroyed the of- 
ſenſive ſmell reſulting from animal effluvia, 
or putrid matter. 5 And, laſtly, he endea- 
vours to ſhew, that they afford complete 
and direct evidence of the power of the ni- 
trous acid to deſtroy contagion. 

In an Appendix to this Treatiſe, Dr Smyth 
preſents us with extracts from two letters, 
written by that very ingenious Chemiſt Mr 

VoL. I. H Keir 
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Keir of Birmingham, to a friend of his in 
London, which may be conſidered alſo a; 
ſtrong teſtimonies in ſupport of the power 
of the nitrous acid vapour, when obtained 
in the manner above directed. Mr Keir 
conſiders Dr Smyth's diſcovery to be very 
valuable. The fumes, he obſerves in his 
proceſs, are quite different from the ordina- 
ry nitrous vapour in the diſtillation of aqua- 
fortis, or from that which exhales in the ſo. 
lution of metals by nitrous acid. The lat. 
ter is what has been called phlogiſticated 
nitrous acid vapour, and is highly ſuffoca- 
ting and noxious. The fumes made in Dr 
Smyth's manner, if there be no metal em- 
ployed in the veſſel, is highly dephlogilti- 
cated or oxygenated nitrous vapour, and is 
alſo mixed with a large quantity of pure 
dephlogiſticated air, which is extricated from 
the materials. Theſe fumes, he obſerves, 
are not only not ſuffocating, but have a very 
pleaſant ſmell. Mr Keir thinks, that if the 
diſtinction be not made between theſe two 
kinds of vapour, it is to be feared, that ſome 
perſon by accident, or in expectation of 
getting the nitrous vapour more expeditioul: 

ly, 
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ly, may uſe metallic veſſels, or diſſolve metals 
in nitrous acid. For when this is the caſe, red 
vapours, which are unqueſtionably noxious, 
will be produced. | 

Mr Keir concludes with obſerving, that 
although a good deal of vital air be extri- 
cated from the mixture which Dr Smyth 
has employed, yet he cannot agree with 
thoſe who attribute the medicinal effect to 
it. The analogy of the deſtruction of all 
animal and vegetable fermentation by mi- 
neral acids, which 1s well aſcertained, in- 
clines him to believe the agency of the acid 
in the deſtruction of contagion, the matter 
of which is; he preſumes, animal in fame vi- 
cious kind of fermentation. 

Upon the whole, if it ſhall be found by fu- 
ture and more extenſive trials, that the ni- 
trous acid in this ſtate of vapour does de- 
ſtroy contagion, we need not add, that the 
diſcovery will be of the higheſt utility to 
mankind, 
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XI. 


An Account of the Tellow Fever ; with a ſuc- 
_ ceſsful Method of Cure. By James Bryce 


Surgeon, late of the Bufbridge Eaſt India- 
men. 8vo. Edinburgh, 17956. 


HE deplorable mortality, which of 
late years has been produced in dit- 

{erent places, by diſeaſes denominated Vel. 
low Fever, has naturally direQed the atten- 
tion of praQtitioners to that ſubject; and 
ſeveral of the moſt attentive of theſe prac- 
titioners, whoſe lot it has been to practiſe 
where it prevailed, have already ſubmitted 
to the public their obſervations reſpecting 
the diſeaſe, and their opinions reſpecting 
the moſt ſucceſsful mode of treatment. It 
is, however, much to be regretted, that, 
while they have held different ſentiments 
reſpecting the cauſe of the diſeaſe, no plan 
of cure has yet been diſcovered, by which 
the ravages of this dreadful calamity can 
be efteQually checked, Every farther e&t- 
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fort, therefore, to communicate to the pu- 


 blic a more effectual mode of combating 


this affection, may juſtly be conſidered as 
having an unqueſtionable claim to the beſt 
thanks of mankind. And the ingenious au- 
thor of the Work now before us, has pre- 
ſented to his readers, with equal judgement 
and candour, the reſult of extenſive praQtice 
in this diſcaſe. 

The fever which he here deſcribes pre- 
vailed on board the Bufbridge Eaſt India- 
man, while he was ſurgeon to that ſhip ; 
and different particulars reſpeQing it were 
no leſs intereſting than ſingular. The Buſ- 
bridge, having on board 109 men belonging 
to the ſhip's company, 130 recruits belong- 


ing to the Eaſt- India Company, and 25 paſ- 


ſengers, in all 264, ſailed from the Downs 
for Madras and Bengal on the 15th of April 
1792. It is very remarkable, that nearly 
about the ſame time the ſhip Hankey failed 
alſo from England ; by which unfortunate 
ſhip, according to Dr Chiſholm, the epide- 
mic was firſt introduced into the Weſt-India 
ſettlements, which afterwards proved ſo fa- 
tal to them, 


H 3 After 


718 ANNALS OF 


After experiencing very boiſterous wea- 
ther in the Channel, the Buſbridge got 
clear out from the land about the begin. 
ning of May; and, on the 26th of that 
month, croſſed the equator, in 27 degrees of 
welt longitude. The weather for ſome 
days had been very ſultry, the mercury 
having ſtood from 80 to 86 degrees of Fah- 
renheit's thermometer; and, as is common 
in theſe latitudes, there were frequent hea- 
vy ſhowers of rain. About this time, the 
diſeaſe made its appearance, firſt among 
the recruits, and, in a fortnight after. 
wards, it ſpread among the ſhip's company, 
From the time the diſeaſe firſt appeared, 
it was common for ſix or ſeven to be attack- 
ed by it daily; and, in the ſpace of twelve 
weeks, almoſt every perſon in the ſhip, not 
only had laboured under it, but many had 
ſuſfered repeated relapſes; and during that 
time, there were generally from thirty to 
forty fick on the liſt. 

For ſome weeks after the commencement 
of this fever, the weather was uncommonly 
ſultry, with very little wind, which occa- 
ſioned a tedious paſſage. But after they 
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came within ſight of the Cape of Good 
Hope, a violent gale blowing directly from 
the ſhore, not only prevented them from 
landing, but obliged them to deviate ſeveral 
degrees to the ſouthward of the uſual tract. 
While carried in this manner into the 424d 
degree of ſouth latitude, they experienced 
a great change of temperature, the mercury 
in the thermometer falling to the 45th de- 
gree. When the gale abated, it was ſuc. 
ceeded by thick and hazy weather; and, 
what was extremely remarkable, neither the 
northern gale, which laſted about ten days, 
nor the moiſt and hazy weather which fol- 
lowed, and continued for four or five days, 
appeared to leſſen or augment in any degree 
the violence of the diſeaſe. 

After they were enabled to bear away to 
the northward, till they arrived at Ceylon, 
they enjoyed freſh gales, with a moderate 
temperature. But there again a calm un- 
der the land immerſed them in the ſame 
ſultry heats they had experienced in the 
Atlantic. Still, however, no ſtriking altera- 
tion appeared in the ſtate of the ſick, the 
number for nearly three months continuing 
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much the ſame. The ſymptoms of the dif. 
eaſe indeed became milder, while they en- 
joyed favourable gales in their courſe north. 
ward. But as its violence did not return 
with the calm and ſultry weather which 
followed, Mr Bryce is inclined to attribute 
its milder aſpe& to the improvements in the 
method of cure, which had by that time 
been learned from experience and obſerva. 
tion. W 
How this diſeaſe originated, Mr Bryce 
does not pretend to determine. Its general 
prevalence ſeems, he allows, to ſuggeſt con- 
tagion as the cauſe. But the length of time 
after the departure of the Buſbridge from 
England before the diſeaſe appeared, ren- 
ders it improbable that the contagion was 
brought from thence, and they had been 
without communication with any port or 
veſſel from the time of leaving the Downs 
till the diſeaſe made its appearance. While 
the diſeaſe raged on board the Buſbridge, 
they had frequent communication with the 
Roſe lndiamen, to which the infection was 
never carried: and, although many con va- 
leſcents were ſent aſhore at Madras, the 
diſeaſe 
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diſeaſe was not communicated to the inha- 
bitants; nor were ſeveral new paſſengers, 
who went with the Buſbridge from Madras 
to Bengal, affected with it. Theſe argu- 
ments, however, by no means diſprove its 
being propagated by contagion, whatever 
its origin might be. They ſerve, indeed, 
to ſhew, that the contagion a&ed only 
under certain circumſtances ; and perhaps 
to render it probable, that the propagation 
of diſeaſes by contagion may be more eaſily 
prevented than ſome are diſpoſed to ima- 
gine. 

This diſeaſe on board the Buſbridge could 
not be aſcribed to want of air or cleanlineſs, 
as every poſhble attention had been uſed 
to preſerve theſe; the different apartments 
were thoroughly cleaned and fumigated 
with wetted gun-powder ; the decks were 
ſprinkled with boiling vinegar; and the 
wind- ſails were attentively kept in order at 
each hatch-way. Mr Bryce is inclined to 
conjecture, that a peculiar combination in 
the circumſtances of diet, ſituation, and 
ſtate of atmoſphere, may have given riſe to 
this calamity, But the ſame combination of 

circumſtances 
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circumſtances fo frequently takes place with. 
out producing any fever, that it appears 
much more probable the diſeaſe had its ori- 
gin either from an imported fomes, or from 
a fomes generated in ſome individual in the 
{b1p, from whence it was afterwards propa- 
gated to others by contagion. 
After this account of the origin of this 
fever, Mr Bryce next preſents his readers 
with a very diſtinct and accurate hiſtory of 
the ſymptoms. Theſe were very nearly 
the ſame as have often been deſcribed by 
other writers. He obſerves, that in the ſe. 

| vere cales, headach, giddineſs, pain in the 
eye-balls, acroſs the forehead, and in the 
calves of the legs, became almoſt inſupport- 
able; the pulſe was exceedingly frequent, 
ſmall, tremulous, and ſometimes intermitting 
and irregular; and delirium, ſubſultus ten- 
dinum, with hiccough, and frequent ner- 
vous or convulfive paroxyſms, ſeemed to 
threaten the immediate diſſolution of the 
patient. The eyes and whole {kin were re- 
markably yellow, and violent ſtraining to 
vomit was a moſt diſtreſſing ſymptom. The 
matter thrown up in theſe caſes, either re- 
ſembled 
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ſembled the grounds of coffee, or conſiſted 
of a watery fluid, with many ſmall dark- 
coloured membraneous-looking ſubſtances 
floating in it. The ſtools, which were pro- 
cured only by medicine, were dark-coloured, 
often quite black, of a ſhining appearance, 
very viſcid, and emitted an exceſſively pu- 
trid fetor. They occaſioned much ſcalding 
pain in paſſing, and often excoriated the 
extremity of the rectum, and all around it, 
to ſuch a degree, that unctuous applications 
became abſolutely neceſſary. To theſe eva- 
cuations by ſtool only, did the threatening 
ſymptoms yield ; and it was obſervable, that 
the more dark-coloured and fetid ſuch diſ- 
charges were, the more early and certainly 
did the ſymptoms diſappear. Their good 
effects, he tells us, were ſo inſtantaneous, 
that he has often ſeen a man carried upon 
deck perfectly delirious, with ſubſultus ten- 
dinum, and in a ſtate of the greateſt appa- 
rent debility, who, after one or two copious 
evacuations of this kind, has returned of 
himſelf, compoſed, and aſtoniſhed at his re- 
gained ſtrength. Theſe ſymptoms were ſuf- 
ficient to demonſtrate the real nature and 
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diſpoſition of this fever, which might with 
great propriety be termed the Yellow Fever, 
Indeed, according to Mr Bryce, in every caſe 
the colour of the ſkin was from a dirty ſal. 

low to a deep yellow. | 
After giving a hiſtory of the diſeaſe, Mr 
Bryce next proceeds to point out the method 
of cure which he employed. And here 
the ſucceſs which attended his practice was 
truly remarkable. For though upwards of 
250 patients were attacked with the diſeaſe, 
yet it proved fatal to three only. How far 
on board the Buſbridge this diſeaſe had the 
{ame degree of malignity, as at Grenada, 
Philadelphia, and ſome other places, we 
will not pretend to ſay; but from the accu- 
rate account which he gives of the hiſtory of 
this affection, there can be no doubt that 
many of the caſes were truly alarming. The 
method of treatment, therefore, which he 
employed, may juſtly be conſidered as claim- 
ing particular attention. 
For ſome time after the appearance of 
this diſeaſe, the cure was attempted by firſt 
clearing the prime viz, and, on the ap- 
pearance of a remiſſion or complete inter- 
miſſion, 
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miſſion, by giving the Peruvian bark freely. 
Mr Bryce, however, was much diſappointed, 
when, after congratulating the patient in a 
ſtate of apyrexia, on the proſpect of a ſpeedy 
recovery, he had the mortification of ſeeing 
all the ſymptoms of continued fever ſoon 
aſter renewed with redoubled violence. The 
milder purgatives now produced little or 
no effect upon the bowels ; and the perſe- 
verance in the uſe of the Peruvian bark evi- 
cently appeared to be ineffectual and im- 
proper. 

The increaſe of the bad ſymptoms, and 
the failure of the milder purgatives, led him 
to ſuſpect, that a great quantity of putrid or 
poiſonous matter was accumulated in the 
bowels, for the evacuation of which - the 
moſt active remedies would be required. 
The event juſtified this opinion ; and he had 
ſoon the ſatisfaQtion to find, that by means 
of the moſt draſtic purgatives, provided 
early recourſe was had to them, he had 
acquired a complete controul over this 
cruel diſtemper, even in its moſt formidable 
attacks, He then formed a plan for the re- 
culation of future practice on three general 
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indications. 1, To evacuate all putrid of. 
fending matters; 2. To prevent the re-ac. 
cumulation of theſe; and, 3. To relieve 
urgent ſymptoms. 

As evacuants of the putrid offending ma. 
ter, he employed cathartics, emetics, and 
ſudorifics. The purgative, which appeared 
by far the moſt effectual, was calomel, either 
given by itſelf, or joined with other power. 
ful cathartics. On the firſt attack of the 
diſeaſe, he generally gave eight or ten grains 
of calomel, made into a pill of as ſmall a 
bulk as poſſible ; and, in three hours after. 
wards, a ſolution of purging ſalts, with eme- 
tic tartar. Theſe never failed to operate 
both upwards and downwards, and com- 
monly produced an alleviation of all the 
ſymptoms. They were ſometimes ſufficient 
to carry off the diſeaſe entirely. In by far 
the greateſt number, however, the diſeaſe 
was more obſtinate; and, although reliet 
was at firſt generally obtained from evacua- 
tion of the bowels, yet it was ſoon obſer- 
ved, that a repetition of the ſaline purges, 
by procuring merely watery ſtools, exhauſt- 
ed the patient's ſtrength, more than the 
good 
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good eſſects from them compenſated. But 
when recourſe was had to calomel, either 
by itſelf or joined with powder of jallap, it 
never failed to carry off great quantities 
of very fetid, putrid, and black ſcalding 
matter, to the great relief of the patient. 
A full doſe of calomel, therefore, conſiſt- 
ing of ten or fifteen grains, was always 
given at night, and repeated in the morn- 
ing, with ſome powder of jallap, or cathartic 
extract, if neceſſary. 

There were no medicines, Mr Bryce tells 
us, however fully they might appear to eva- 
cuate the alimentory canal, from which 
much relief was procured, except calomel. 
This led him to ſuſpe&, that the feat of the 
diſeaſe was not confined entirely to the 
prime viz; but that it might proceed from 
a vitiated ſecretion, and infection of the 
liver or pancreas, or perhaps of the ſpleen ; 
f and that it was neceſſary to excite the ac- 
tion of the containing veſſels, to enable 
them to throw off the offending matter : 
and from the action of calomel on the ſa- 
livary glands, he preſumes that it will be 
well adapted for this purpoſe. But whether 


there 
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there be any truth in this conjecture ot not, 
he affirms with confidence, that although 
clyſters and ſaline purgatives, by procuring 
merely watery evacuations, without remo- 
ving the poiſon, exhauſt the patient's ſtrength 
exceedingly, and are therefore improper in 
the advanced ſtages of this diſeaſe; yet that 
at theſe times a full doſe of calomel, either 
by itſelf or joined with ſome other powerful 
cathartic, may be given with the greatelt ad. 
vantage. He has, he tells us, often given a 
briſk cathartic of this kind, when the pulſe 
was ſo feeble as ſcarcely to be felt, when 
hemorrhages, low delirium, nervous tre- 
mors and faintings, ſeemed to indicate the 
greateſt debility. And after ſeveral copious, 
viſcid, and exceſſively putrid evacuations, 
procured in this manner, he has had the ſa- 
tisfaction to find, that the patient very ſoon 
acquired a great increaſe of ſtrength ; that 
theſe threatening ſymptoms went entirely 
off; and that, by continuing the evacuations 
according to circumſtances, the diſeaſe was 

ſoon brought to a happy termination. 
At firſt, when the oppreſſion and fulnels 
of 
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of the epigaſtrium, or in the hypochondriac 
regions, were evident. Mr Bryce ordered 
friction, with mercurial ointment, on thoſe 
parts, ſuſpeCting ſome viſceral inflammation 
and this was attended with ſuch manifeſt 
good effects, that he never afterwards omit- 
ted it, even although the patients did not 
make the complaints that in other caſes had 
ſuggeſted the application. For he found, 
that ſoon after uſing the friction on the re- 
gion of the liver or ſpleen, the patients 
ſeldom failed to have one or more evacua- 
tions, which were always of that very dark 
colour and offenſive nature ſo neceſſary for 
the alleviation of all the ſymptoms. Upon 
the whole, Mr Bryce ſeems juſtly to have 
placed the greateſt confidence in the cure 
- of this diſeaſe on mercury. In what man- 
nner it operated, in combating the affection, 
at may perhaps be a matter of doubt ; but 
the benefit derived from it ſeemed at leaſt 
to be evidently the greateſt, when it pro- 
duced copious evacuations by ſtool. 

After theſe obſervations on the benefit 
derived from mercury, Mr Bryce next makes 
1 few remarks on ſome other remedies, par- 


Vol. I. 1 ticularly 


I 30 ANNALS OF 


ticularly emetics, ſudorifics, and the Peru. 

vian bark, which he ſeldom found produc- 
tive of any advantage; inſomuch indeed, 
that he was ſoon induced to give up the 
Peruvian bark entirely. 

The ſecond indication, the prevention of 
the re-accumulation of offending matters, 
was chiefly obtained by a proper ule of 
laxatives, and the regulation of diet. For 
this purpoſe alſo, mercurial laxatives were 
principally employed; and the diet of the 
patients conſiſted cheifly of flummery, ſago 
or rice, while their drink was rice-water, or 
water-gruel, 

Among the urgent ſymptoms, Mr Bryce 
often found vomiting the moſt troubleſome 
attendant of the diſeaſe. In counteraCting 
this ſymptom, draughts containing ether 
were ſometimes of advantage : but what he 
found moſt efficacious, was calomel given 
in large doſes during the intervals of vo- 
miting, to which he ſometimes, though rare- 
ly, joined an opiate. 

' Hiccough, nervous tremors, and faint- 
ings, were relieved by antiſpaſmodics and 


cordials. For this purpele he chiefly em- 


ployed 
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ployed the volatile fetid ſpirit and ether. 
Camphor alſo was frequently adminiſtered 
with the evening-doſe of calomel, with'a view 
to procure ſleep, and often ſeemingly with 
ſucceſs. In caſes ct great apparent debility, 
when nervous fits and faintings were fre- 
quent, it was, Mr Bryce tells us, neceſſary 
to allow the patient wine freely, till the 
operation of the calomel took place. But 
after this, it ſeemed to him to be not only 
totally unneceſſary, but even improper, from 
its heating quality increaſing the reſtleſſ- 
neſs of the patient. Opium, as impeding 


the inteſlinal evacuations, was at lalt never 
uſed. 


After his obſervations on the method of 
cure, Mr Bryce ſubjoins a few remarks on 
the prophylaxis. And here every attention 
which the circumſtances of the caſe could 
poſſibly admit, ſeems to have been paid to 
obtain cleanlineſs and free air. The ſick 
were as far as poſſible kept by themſelves ; 
they were daily removed from their births 
tor ſome hours; and theſe, together with 
the whole decks, were cleaned and fumi- 
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gated, while all excrementitious matters 
were inſtantly removed. It was not, how. 
ever, till after enjoying a plentiful ſupply 
of fruits and freſh vegetables at Madras, 
that the diſeaſe entirely diſappeared. 
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XII. 


4 Treatiſe on the Scurvy ; containing a New, 
an Eaſy, and Effectual Method of curing that 
Diſeaſe ; the Cauſe and Indications of Cure 
deduced from Practice; and Obſervations con- 
nected with the Subjeft : With an Appendix, 
conſiſting of Five Leiters reſpecting the Suc- 
ceſs of a New Scorbutic Medicine. By D. 
Paterſon, Surgeon in the Royal Navy. 8vo. 
Edinburgh, 1795. 


O a great trading nation, and particu- 

larly to a nation whoſe exiſtence 
almoſt entirely depends upon their navy, 
every diſcovery reſpecting the prevention or 
cure of ſea-ſcuruy, muſt juſtly be conſidered 
as of the higheſt importance. If, theretore, 
future and more extenſive experience ſhall 
confirm the ſucceſs of that praQice which 
Mr Paterſon has in this Treatiſe recommend- 
ed, he is deſervedly entitled to the beſt 
thanks of every Briton. 

Mr Paterſon, while a ſurgeon in the royal 
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navy of Great Britain, had frequent oppor- 
tunities, in various ſtations, and in oppoſite 
climates, of obſerving ſcurvy in all its va- 
rieties; and he was, he tells us, often obli- 
ged to witneſs it, in its moſt hideous ſhapes, 
without having it in his power to put a ſtop 
to its deſtructive career. | 

Although the authors who have written 
on this ſubject, differ much in their opinions 
reſpecting the proximate cauſe of this dif. 
eaſe, ſome viewing it as an affection of the 
ſolids, others of the fluids, yet, both in the 
prevention and cure, they tend much to the 
ſame point. Vegetables have juſtly been 
conſidered as the principal remedies ; and 
the aceſcent fruits, ſuch as lemons, limes, 
and oranges, have been viewed as the moi 
powerful antiſcorbutics. Theſe fruits, how- 
ever, are not at all times to be obtained, 
and when obtained, they very ſoon decay; 
and the juice of any of them, whether in 
bottles or in caſks, ſoon loſes a great part 
of its orginal qualities. Hence experience 
has abundantly demonſtrated, that they can- 
not be depended upon in long voyages. The 
ſaine oblervation applies with equal, if not 
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greater, ſtrength to all kinds of vegetables 
that have been propoſed as antiſcorbutics. 
Hence Mr Paterſon juſtly conſidered as a de- 
ſideratum, the diſcovery of a remedy, which 
might at all times, and in every fituation, 
be obtained and preſerved without difficulty. 

So far back as the year 1784, in a voyage 
from the Eaſt Indies to England, he was 
led, from different conſiderations, to view 
the ſcurvy as being the produce of conta- 
minated, poiſonous, or foul air. In that 
voyage, among other remedies, he puſhed 
the uſe of nitre in this diſeaſe to a conſider. 


able extent, and, he thought, with advantage. 


When afterwards refleQing upon this fact, 
he was led to conjecture, that the influence 
of nitre in mitigating or removing the ſcurvy, 
was to be accounted for ſolely, from the 
dephlogiſticated or vital air which it contain- 
ed, and that it might be rendered more 
active by being combined with an acid. 
From the trials of different remedies which 
Mr Paterſon made, it appeared to him, that 
the acids differed very much in their effects. 


Ihe vitriolic acid ſeemed to anſwer no good 
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purpoſe; and ſome of the vegetable acids 
were more powerful than others. He ob. 
ſerved, that ſcorbutic patients had a great 
defire for acids, and that they often employed 
them in very great quantities, without any 
bad effect; inſomuch that he has known ſcor. 
butic patients, who drank in one night a 
quart-bottleful of good common vinegar, 
without any painful or diſagreeable ſymp. 
toms being produced. He was led there. 
fore to infer, that inſtin& pointed out theſe 
acids as remedies ; and he ſuppoſed, that if 
common vinegar were charged with oxygen 
or vital air, it might prove highly beneficial 
in preventing or removing ſcurvy, 

Having ſeen good effects from nitre in 
caſes of ſcurvy, and knowing that it con- 
tained a very great quantity of vital air, he 
concluded, that a ſolution of it in vinegar 
might anſwer the end in view. Accordingly, 
he took the firſt ſavourable opportunity of 
ſubjeQing this conjecture to the teſt of ex- 
periment. At friſt, he diſſolved two ounces 
of nitre in one quart of ſhip's vinegar, and 
gave halt an ounce of this ſolution, which 

he 
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be named Acetum Nitroſum, to ſome pa- 
tients twice, to others thrice, in the day; 
and he as frequently bathed their blotched 
and ulcerated limbs with a little of it. From 
the good effects which it had, and ſrom its 
not producing the ſmalleſt degree of nauſea, 
colick, or diarrhœa, he was ſoon induced 
to augment the doſe to an ounce; and find- 
ing that this alſo was born without incon- 
venience, inſtead of two, he diſſolved four 
ounces of nitre in a quart of vinegar; and 
he gave from half an ounce to two ounces 
of this ſtrong ſolution, twice, thrice, or foux 
times in the day, according to circumſtan- 
ces; and he alſo directed the legs to be 
bathed with it frequently in the courſe of 
the day, if they were either blotched, tiff, 
or ulcerated. 

The diſcharge by ſtool, the abſence or 
preſence of gripes and nauſea, guided Mr 
Paterſon with reſpe& to increaſing or di- 
miniſhing the doſe of the nitrous vinegar. 
He remarks, however, that it is not a flight 
degree either of nauſea or diarrhcea, that 
renders an alteration in the quantity ot the 
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medicine neceſſary. To every individual, of 
a number of ſcorbutic patients, eight ounces 


of this ſtrong ſolution, containing an ounce 


of nitre, have been adminiſtered, in the 
courſe of a day, with the greateſt ſucceſs, as 


Jong as ſuch a quantity was neceſſary. Large, 
and frequently repeated, doſes of this me. 


dicine, have been exhibited in caſes of dy- 
ſenterea ſcorbutica, and have been found 
to remove it. Sometimes, notwithſtanding 
the free uſe of the nitrous vinegar, Mr Pa- 
terſon has known conſtipation take place 
to a conſiderable degree ; inſomuch, that he 
has found intermediate doſes of cream of 
tartar neceſſary, and highly advantageous, 
But in a few particular caſes, in delicate 
habits, and where the diſeaſe was not far 


advanced, he has found even ſmall doſes of 


the nitrous vinegar diſturb the ſtomach and 
inteſtines. - In preventing or removing this 
inconvenience, two, three, or four grains of 
camphor, with each doſe of the nitrous vi- 
negar, were found to be very effectual. 

In cales of ſcurvy, during a courſe of the 


nitrous vinegar, the progreſs to recovery, ac- 


cording to Mr Paterſon, is very remarkable. 
The 
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The belly, he tells us, is in general kept 
gently open: the diſcharge of urine is in- 
creaſed, and is changed from an alkaline 
to a healthy nature; the ſkin becomes open, 
and more agreeable to the touch ; the chilli- 
neſs is changed to a pleaſing warmth; and 
the pulſe acquires ſteadineſs and ſtrength. 
The ſleep comes to be more and more na- 
tural ; the fallow and gloomy countenance 
is gradually changed to a clear and chearful 
expreſſion: By degrees the inflammation 
of the noſe and mouth ſubſides; the gums 
heat and get firm. 'The lower extremities 
lole their livid hue faſter than could have 
been ſuppoled : they gradually become ſoft- 
er, leſs painful, and more flexible; and ul- 
cers put on an healthy appearance, and 
ſkin over. The great oppreſſion about the 
breaſt and ſtomach gives way; and the 
cough and breathing become leſs laborious : 
the appetite and ſenſe of taſte are reſtored ; 
the depreſſion of ſpirit and the laſſitude are 
forgotten; the ſtrength increaſes; and, at 

laſt, health is re-eſtabliſhed. 
While recourſe was had, however, to the 
nitrous 
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nitrous vinegar, other practices alſo were 
ſometimes employed. Thus, when the mouth 
and noſe became inflamed, and the gums 
ſoft, enlarged, ulcerated, and fetid, alum, 
either allowed to difſolve in the mouth, or 
previouſly diflolved in water, and uſed as a 
waſh, was, after trying a variety of articles, 
found to be the beſt remedy. The reſtora- 
tion of the mouth and noſe to a ſound ſtate, 
Mr Paterſon conſiders as of the greateſt im- 
portance ; for as long as they remain ſpongy, 
ulcerated, and fetid, the air paſſing through 
them to the lungs, muſt, he preſumes, be 
highly contaminated, and probably be pro- 
ductive of very bad conſequences. 

With the view of afliſting the nitrous vi- 
negar, Mr Paterſon in general kept his pa- 
tients on a mild and nouriſhing diet with 
wine. But with ſome, in order to try the 
full force of the medicine, no alteration was 
made : and he bas ſeen many ſcorbutics at 
ſea reſtored by the uſe of nitrous vinegar, 
without any addition to the common allow- 
ance of ſhip's proviſions. All his patients, 
however, labouring under ſcurvy, were kept 
as much as poſſible in good air, which he 
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conſiders as abſolutely neceſſary, Barley, 
peaſe, or rice, with portable ſoup boiled with 
them in the way of broth ; ſago, ſalep, bar- 
ley, rice, water-gruel, with ſugar or cur- 
rants, ſeaſoned with cinnamon or mace ; 
weak infuſions of tea, ſage, mint, ſaſſafras, 
&c. ſweetened with ſugar, plumb-pudding, 
and the like, were the articles commonly al- 
lowed to ſcorbutics, as well as to the fick in 
general: white or red wine, according to cir- 
cumſtances, were given when deemed neceſ- 
ſary. 

Mr Paterſon ſtrongly recommends, that 
all ſcorbutics, though incapable of any duty, 
ought, in fine weather, to be kept, if practi- 
cable, on deck, in the open air, walking, ſit- 
ting, or lying, in ſuch poſtures as to allow 
the blood to circulate freely, and to prevent 
contraction of the lower extremities. He 
recommends that the clothing ſhould be ac- 
commodated to the climate: he obſerves, 
however, that flannel next the ſkin, in all 
climates, might be the means of preventing 
much miſchief, particularly to thoſe expoſed 
to hard duty, and to the viciſſitudes and in- 
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clemencies of the weather, as ſoldiers and 
ſailors very often are. 

The mode of practice which Mr Pater- 
ſon has here recommended, ſeems, under 
his direction, to have been attended with the 
greateſt ſucceſs: For he informs us, that 
from the time he joined his Majeſty's ſhip 
the Reſolution, in October 1793, to the 
middle of July 1795, when he left her, 
about one hundred and eighty ſcorbutics 
had come under his care; and although a 
great number of them were extremely bad 
caſes, yet all of them, excepting one, a man 
of a weakly conſtitution, who died from the 
diſeaſe violently affecting his lungs, and three 


others who were lent to hoſpitals, one to 


Haſlar and two to Halifax hoſpital, recover- 
ed on board, and chicfly at ſea, under many 
diſadvantages, without feeling any inconve- 
nience from the want of lemons, limes, or 
any kind of recent vegetable matter. 

In the month of July 1794, Mr Paterſon, 
while at fea, was furniſhed with a ſmall 
quantity of limes for the uſe of the ſcorbu- 
tics at that time on board. This afforded 
him an opportunity of comparing their ef- 
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fe& with that of the nitrous vinegar, by 
putting a certain number of patients on 
each : and from what he ſaw of both, after 
having weighed all circumſtances, he de- 
cided in favour of the nitrous vinegar. 
When engaged in inveſtigating the na- 
ture of the ſcurvy, Mr Paterſon was led to 
make ſome experiments on the blood and 
urine; with the reſult of which the reader is 
here preſented. From a perſon labouring 
under ſcurvy three ounces of blood were 
taken, After cooling and coagulating, it 
was found to conſiſt of two ounces of coa- 
gulum, and one ounce of ſerum. The top 
of the coagulum, for about a ſixteenth of an 
inch in thickneſs, was of a florid red, and 
tough ; that in the bottom was of a deep red, 
approaching to black, and eaſily divided. 
On a portion of the dark-coloured coagulum, 
was poured a quantity of common vinegar 
the colour of the coagulum was not altered : 
Another portion, by the addition of lemon- 
juice, became ſomewhat lighter : A third, 
by a ſolution of nitre in vinegar, was im- 
mediately changed to a beautiful red, more 
forid than arterial blood: In a fourth por- 
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tion, the ſame effect was produced by a ſo. 
lution of nitre in lemon-juice: By volatile 
alkali added to a fifth portion, a black co- 
lour was produced: And the ſame change 
took place in a ſixth, from the addition of 
diluted vitriolic acid. Both theſe portions 
were again changed to a florid red, by the 
action of a ſolution of nitre in vinegar, and 
the ſame change was alſo produced by the 
action of a ſolution of nitre in lemon-juice. 
The ſame experiments, Mr Paterſon tells us, 
were frequently repeated on blood taken 
from different ſcorbutic patients, and with 
the ſame, or nearly the ſame, phenomena. 

To a vegetable blue infuſion was added 
the urine of a perſon labouring under ſcurvy, 
and the mixture became green ; but when a 
ſimilar addition was made to the urine of z 
perſon ſuppoſed to be healthy, the colour 
of the infuſion was no farther altered than 
by being made lighter; and it was alſo found, 
that the urine of people recovering from 
curvy loſt the power of changing vegetable 
blue to green. 

From , theſe experiments, conjoined with 
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ſome other circumſtances, Mr Paterſon de- 
duces ſeveral concluſions reſpecting the na- 
ture of ſcurvy. As this diſeaſe appears in 
places abounding with azotic and hydrogene 
gaſſes; as theſe gaſſes have ſedative powers, 
poſleſs the property of changing blood from a 
florid to a dark colour, and are, when com- 
bined, of an alkaline nature; as ſedative ef- 
fects appear very ſoon in ſcurvy; as the 
blood is of a dark colour, and the urine of 
an alkaline nature; as the ſcurvy is miti- 
gated or removed by pure atmoſpheric or 
oxygenated air, which is of a cordial reno- 
vating quality ; as oxygene gas contains what 
is diametrically oppoſite to alkali, the aci- 
difying principle, and has the property of 
changing blood from a dark to a florid co- 
lour ; and, finally, as highly oxygenated ve- 
getable acids are more powerful than any 
thing elſe, in mitigating or removing all the 
ſymptoms which conſtitute or attend this 
diſeaſe; Mr Paterſon was led to conclude, 
that the cauſe of ſcurvy is contaminated or 
poiſonous air, moſt probably rendered fo 
chiefly by azotic and hydrogene gaſſes of 
a ſedative, contaminating nature, acting more 
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readily in proportion as the body is expofed 
to, or affected by, the operation of other ſe. 
dative caules, ſingly or combined. 
From theſe reflections, Mr Paterſon in- 
fers, that the indications of cure in ſcurvy 
muſt be, 1. To reſtore energy to the brain; 
and, 2. To reſtore the blood, and the 
fluids ſecreted from it, to their original pu- 
rity. The energy of the brain is to be re- 
ſtored by pure and wholeſome air, the food 
of life, either in a natural way, by living in 
pure atmoſpheric air, or an artificial way, 
by oxygene or vital air, chemically produced 
and inſpired, or by ſuch medicines as are 
known to contain oxygene, being uſed either 
externally or internally. The energy of the 
brain is alſo to be reſtored, by avoiding 
every thing of a ſedative nature, that may 
render the great cauſe of ſcurvy more ac- 
tive; ſuch as depreſſing paſſions, hard indi- 
geſtible food, water impregnated with con- 
taminated or poiſonous air, the chewing or 
ſmoking of tobacco, the too free uſe of ipi- 
rituous liquors, dry, wet, or inſufficient clo- 
thing, and too long expoſure to cold and 
moiſture. 
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moiſture. The blood and the fluids ſecreted 
from it may be reſtored to their original pu- 
rity, by wholeſome air, rendered more ac- 
tive either by natural or artificial mineral 
acids, and by the oppoſites of all the circum- 
{tances pointed out as aſſiſting and render- 
ing the principal cauſe of ſcorbutus more 
active. Theſe indications, Mr Paterſon 
thinks, entirely coincide with what he has 
before ſaid of the effects of the acetum ni- 
trolum in curing ſcurvy. 

To this Treatiſe is added an Appendix, 
containing copies of five letters ſent to Mr 
Paterſon, by different navy-ſurgeons, reſpect- 
ing the effect of the acetum nitroſum, as 
obſerved by them. From the teſtimonies 
of Mr Beaumont, ſurgeon to his Majeſty's 
ſhip La Prevoyante, of Mr Fairfowl of the 
Lynx, and of Mr Fleming of the Cleopatra, 
it appears, that this remedy was uſed by 
them in caſes of ſcurvy with ſucceſs ; and 
we ſincerely hope, that the future expe- 
rience of other praQitioncrs will confirm 
every thing that Mr Paterſon has ſaid in 
its favour, If that ſhall be found to be 
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the eaſe, the introduction of the acetum ni. 
troſum againſt ſcorbutus will have a juſt 
claim to be ranked among the moſt import. 
ant recent diſcoveries in the practice of me. 
dicine. 


IIII. 
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XIII. 


Obſervations, Anatomical, Phyſiological, and Pa- 
thological, on the Pulmonary Syſtem ; with 
Remarks on ſome of the Diſeaſes of the Lungs, 
viz- Hemorrhage, Wounds, Aſthma, Catarrh, 
Croup, and Conſumption ; tending to eſtabliſh 
a new Pathology of the Lungs, founded on 
the Anatomy and Phyſiology of the Parts. 
By William Davidſon. 8vo. London, 


1795. 


IsxasEs of the lungs, as the author 
juſtly obſerves, are very common in 

this country; and as the treatment of them 
is involved in much obſcurity and difficulty, 
any rational attempt to throw light upon 
the ſubje& has a juſt title to be examined 
with attention and candour: And although 
the opinion which Mr Davidſon holds re- 
ſpecting the great advantages to be derived 
from the ſparing uſe of liquids, may, from 
different circumſtances, appear to many to 
be ſtill doubtful, yet the truth of his opi- 
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nion deſerves at leaſt to be fully aſcertained 
by accurate obſervation in future practice. 
After a general account of the anatomy 
and phyſiology of the lungs, Mr Davidſon 
proceeds to make ſome practical remarks 
on active hemorrhage from this part of the 
ſyſtem. This, he obſerves, may ariſe from 
a variety of cauſes; and may naturally be 
divided into two different ſtates : 1. When 
the hemorrhage alone conſtitutes the dif. 
caſe; 2. When it is accompanied with 
more or leſs of other morbid affections. The 
more common cauſes of the firſt ſtate are, 
coughing, ſtraining, or any other violent 
exertion 3 by which conſiderable determi- 
nation of the blood is made to the lungs, 
from which proceed rupture, and conſe. 
quent hemorrhage. If this rupture be con- 
ſiderable, great bleeding will moſt probz- 
bly enſue ; and, according to Mr Davidlon, 
conſumption will very generally follow, But 
he adds, that ſince the idea of moderate 
drinking in diſeaſes of the lungs occurred 
to him, he has had many patients under 
his care in this firſt ſtate of the diſeaſe, and 


has 
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has ſucceeded in preventing conſumption 
far beyond his moſt ſanguine expectation. 

In the ſecond ſtate of pulmonary hemor- 
rhage, when it is attended with other diſ- 
eaſes, as tubercle, abſceſs, or induration, the 
ulceration, Mr Davidſon obſerves, is not the 
conſequence, but the cauſe, of the hemor- 
thage. This ſtate, however, he conſiders as 
comprehending all wounds penetrating the 


lungs, as by ball, ſword, or bayonet, in the 


cure of which alſo he contends, that a mo- 
derate uſe of liquids is of infinite import- 
ance. 

After pointing out this diſtinction, Mr 
Davidſon proceeds to the treatment, which 
includes both ſtates of the diſeaſe. He ranks 
the remedies in the following order; bleed- 
ing, purging, limitation of liquids, ſaline 
nauſeating medicines, bliſters and ligatures 
on the extremities. On each of theſe he 


makes a few remarks. ReſpeCting ſeveral 


of them, his ſentiments are very much the 
ſame with thoſe of other writers. But he 
conſiders the limited ule of liquids as being 
the grend principle upon which the hinge of 
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ſucceſs, in treating pulmonary hemorrhage, 
muſt turn, 

As the body in a healthy ſtate is conti. 
nually employing and diſcharging a parti- 
cular portion of liquid, it is, he admits, ne- 
ceflary that a certain quantity ſhould be 
taken. But it commonly happens, that 
from pleaſure, or an evil habit, we drink 
much more than is required ; and by this 
means, Mr Davidſon thinks, we over-diſtend 
the veſſels, and embarraſs Nature in many 
of her ſalutary operations. In health, he 
obſerves, the quantity abſolutely required 
is very inconſiderable; and in ſickneſs, we 
often drink too much. This, he thinks, 
has conſtantly been the caſe in pulmonary 
diſeaſes, and particularly in hemorrhages 
from the lungs, according to the common 
method of treating them. Practitioners, he 
adds, had furely forgotten, that the chict 
cauſe of rupture and hemorrhage, and the 
chief impediment to the cure, was the dil- 
tenſion and too great fulneſs of blood- 
veſſels, otherwiſe they would not have add. 


ed to this fulneſs and diſtenſion by their 
plentiful dilution, 


How 
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How far important advantages may really 
be derived from a very limited uſe of li- 
quids in caſes of pulmonary hemorrhage, 
can-alone be determined by future and ex- 
tenſive experience: and the teſtimony of 
Mr Davidſon is certainly a ſufficient founda- 
tion for giving it a fair trial. His reaſoning, 
however, reſpecting the ground upon which 
this abſtinence from liquids operates, is 
certainly liable to ſtrong objections. There 
is but little reaſon to fear, that, from the 
introduction of mere watery fluids, a ple- 
thoric ſtate, or too great fulneſs of the blood- 
veſſels, will ever ariſe. Mere watery fluids 
ſpeedily introduced, are as ſpeedily evacua- 
ted; nay, in ſome caſes, they are the molt 
effectual means of increaſing diſcharges ; in- 
ſomuch, that a late praQtitioner of great 
eminence contended, that if there exiſted 1a 
nature any panacea, or univerial remedy, 
it was pure water; and certainly, in moſt 
diſeaſes, there is hardly any article from 
which lets is to be dreaded, while in many 
a very copious uſe of it may be of conſi- 
derable ſervice. But, notwithſtanding this, 
there may be ſtill much truth in Mr David- 
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ſon's practical obſervations; and a limited 
uſe of liquids may be found of great uſe in 
pulmonary hemorrhages. | 

To theſe general remarks, Mr Davidſon 
has ſubjoined ſeveral hiſtories of particular 
caſes, in which a very limited uſe of liquids 
was directed, and from which, he thinks, 
the reader may be convinced, that this 
practice is not only of infinite importante 
in the treatment of hemorrhages in general, 
but is allo more particularly ſo in that of 
active hemorrhage from the lungs. Here, 


however, it is to be obſerved, that in theſe 


caſes, beſides the limited uſe of liquids, 
other remedies, particularly blood-lettings, 
were employed. It is therefore difficult to 
| fay, how much was with juſtice to be attri- 
buted to abſtinence from fluids, But theſe 
caſes at Icaſt clearly demonſtrate, that this 
injunction was not productive of any bad 
effect, and that moſt probably it was attend- 
ed with ome advantage. They therefore 
give ſtrong encouragement to future trials. 
Mr Davidſon next preſents us with ſome 
obſervations and practical remarks on aſthma. 


In this diſcale alſo he contends for the effi- 


cacy 
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cacy of a moderate uſe of liquids: and he 
informs us, that in ſeveral inſtances in which 
he has had an opportunity of trying this 
practice, it has been attended with ſucceſs. 
In confirmation of this, ſome particular caſes 
are ſubjoined. 

General remarks on pulmonary conſump— 
tion, with ſoine obſervations on catarrh and 
croup, and on the ſeat, origin, formation, 
and termination of tubercles, are the fub- 
jets of the next chapter of Mr Davidſon's 
work. In theſe diſeaſes allo he contends, 
that the increaſed fulneſs of the veſſel which 
evidently exiſts, points out a contrary method 
of cure to that commonly made uſe of, viz. 
a ſpare uſe, inſtead of a plentiful uſe, of di- 
luents; and in particular he obſerves, that 
while we endeavour to prevent the forma- 
tion of tubercle, or when formed to pro- 
mote its abſorption, by vomiting, pur- 
ging, or other remedies, a due abſtinence 
from liquids, by allowing greater freedom 
of circulation through the lungs, and lea- 
ving the abſorbents more liberty to act, as 
well as permitting the proper expectoration 
to take place, will be of conſiderable ſer- 
vice, and ſhould be conſtantly kept in view, 


In 
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In his obſervations on the treatment of 
ulceration of the lungs, and pulmonary con- 
ſumptions, he remarks, that from a due 
conſideration of the cauſes, the following 
indications of cure may be derived. 1. To 
place the lungs as much as poſlible in that 
eaſy quiet ſtate in which we would place an 
external part affected with an irritable ul. 
cer, or where certain circumſtances expoſed 
that part to irritation, by removing every 
impediment to the proper and eaſy exerciſe 
of their natural functions. 2. To regulate 
the application and inhalation of the at- 
moſpheric or other airs or vapours, ſo that 
the actions of the internal ulcerated ſurface 
may be either increaſed or diminiſhed, ac- 
cording as circumſtances ſhall require. 3. 
To direct properly the natural powers of 
the whole pulmonary ſyſtem, in the due 
performance of its natural functions, to ex- 
cite the action of its different branches it 
too languid, and to reſtrain them if too ac- 
tive. He makes ſome remarks on many dit- 
terent remedies which have been employed 
with the view of anſwering theſe indica- 
tions, and, with others, ſtrongly recom- 
| mends 
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mends moderate drinking. This, he thinks, 
has often been adopted without being at- 
tended to; and a cure has been accompliſh- 
ed by means of it. 

In this way we are, he thinks, to account 
for the recovery of moſt of theſe conſump- 
tive patients who have been cured by a 
voyage to Liſbon, to the Weſt Indies, or the 
like. In the firſt place, they are generally, 
he obſerves, ſick on firſt going to ſea; and 
if they do not vomit, they are at leaſt ſeve- 
ral days without drinking much liquid ; and 
indeed the water is in general fo indifferent, 
that they drink but little during the voyage : 
And if they be alſo affected with conti- 
nual vomiting, which often happens, it will 
be readily conceived, that the blood-veſlels 
will be left ſufficiently empty. Thus, there- 
fore, are the lungs, in Mr Davidſon's opi- 
nion, left at eaſe, while the change of air, 
and the ſedative effects of the ſhip's mo- 
tion, may, he thinks, perhaps aſſiſt in ac- 
compliſhing a cure. Mr Davidſon con- 
cludes his remarks on this ſubject by giving 
a particular hiſtory of two caſes. One of 
theſe was a conſumption where the lungs 
were ſo much diſeaſed, that the patient had 


no 
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no chance of recovery. Even there, how. 
ever, Mr Davidſon thinks, that by a limit. 
ed uſe of liquids the ſymptoms were much 
relieved, and the life of the patient pro- 
longed. In the other, a caſe alſo of pul. 
monary conſumption, by the regimen and 
medicines direQed, the patient was com- 
pletely cured in the courſe of five weeks. 


To this Treatiſe is ſubjoined an Ap- 


pendix, containing obſervations on ſome ar. 
ticles of the Materia Medica, particularly 
on the rofa rubra, flores chamæmeli, ſarſa. 
parilla, cicuta, ſtramonium, hyoſciamus, and 
aconitum. Treating of the cicuta, he ſtre- 
nuouſly contends, that | this article poſ- 
ſeſſes direct ſecative properties, and that 
by them alone it has cured, or aſſiſted in 
the cure, of the various diſeaſes for which 


it has been given. This, he thinks, is de- | 


monſtrated by almoſt all the caſes publiſhed 
on the ſubject, where the particular ef- 
ſeas are properly related: And he con- 
tends, that the ftramonium, the hyoſcia- 
mus, and the aconitum, pofleſs alſo certain 


ſedative powers reſembling thoſe of the cicu- 


ta, in conſequence of which he thinks much 
benefit may be obtained from them, 
XIV. 
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XIV. 


Joannis Chriſtiani Reil, Med, et Chirurg. Dod. 
© Prof. Therup. Pub. Ordin. Directoris Scho- 
le Clinice, Civitatis Halenſis Phyſici, Acad. 
Nat. Curiof. Sodalis Memorabiliam Clinico- 


rum Medico practicorum. Faſic. IV. So. 
Halæ, 1795. 


N the volume now before us, Dr Reil, 

already well known to the medical world 
by many valuable publications, and particu- 
larly by the former part of his Memorabilia 
Clinica, continues to preſent to the public 
thoſe intereſting obſervations which have 
occurred to him in actual practice. 

We are here firſt preſented with ſome ob- 
ſervations on that diſeaſe of the palpebræ 
which has the name of EQropium. A girl, 
ten years of age, was ſeized with an eryſipe- 
latous inflammation, occupying the region 
of the right-eye. By the uſe of emollient 
| cataplaſms, and other proper remedies, it ter- 
minated in a fuperficial ſphacelus, chiefly 


occupying 
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occupying the ſuperior palpebra of the right. 
eye. The gangrened parts being ſeparated, 
there remained an ulcer occupying the 
whole external ſkin of the palpebra from 
the eye-brow to the very edge of the tarſus. 
Upon the healing of this ulcer, the exter- 
nal ſkin of the palpebra was ſo much ſhorten. 
ed, that the edge of the tarſus adhered to 


the eye-brow. The conſequence of this was 


a very conſiderable ectropium, and the ſwell- 
ed internal cuticle of the palpebra was turn- 
ed out to ſuch a degree, as to occupy the 
whole aperture for the orbit of the eye. 

In this ſituation ſhe was brought to the 
clinical ſchool. The orbit of the eye then 
appeared as if completely filled with a piece 
of raw fleſh, which ſo completely covered 
the bulb of the eye, that it was with difh- 
culty it could be raiſed, by the aid of for- 
ceps, ſo as to ſhew the bulb of the eye be- 
low; which, however, upon examination, 
was found to be ſound. This pudding-like 
maſs was cut off, and the external contracted 
part of the eye-lid was directed to be fre- 
quently rubbed with emollient ointment, 


while attempts were made to draw it down 
by 
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by means. of adheſive plaſters. But in no 
long time, from the tumor again gradually 
ariſing, it obtained nearly the ſame appear- 
ance as before. It was then determined to 
make an inciſion on the external ſkin of the 
eye-lid. Accordingly the tumor was again 
removed, and an inciſion was then made, 
though not without great difficulty on ac- 
count of its narrowneſs, through the whole 
length of the ſuperior palpebra. After cut- 
ting through the ſkin by means of a ſcalpel, 
the cellular membrane, every where adhering 
and tenſe, was diſſected. The wound was 
firſt dreſſed with lint ; but afterwards, when 
it began to ſuppurate, bits of ſponge-tent, 
accommodated to the ſhape of it, were in- 
troduced, and the whole retained by ad- 
heſive plaſters. By theſe means the girl 
was at length cured, and the wound conſo- 
lidated. The palpebra indeed remained 
ſhorter than natural. But afterwards, from 
being frequently rubbed with emollients 
through the day, and drawn down by ad- 
heſive plaſters during the night, it was by 
degrees wonderfully elongated, 

Dr Reil tells us, that he has frequently 

Vol. I. | L ſeen 
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ſeen the ectropium of the inferior palpebra 
in boys, from a ſcrophulous cauſe, which, 
after premiſing antiphlogiſtic medicines, was 
cured by ſcarification, and a liniment pre- 
pared of the ſpirit of ſalt and roſe-water, 
without the neceſſity of any other opera- 
tion. He concludes his obſervations on this 
ſubject with ſome remarks on the cauſes of 
the ectropium, in which he endeavours, from 
many different arguments, to prove, that 
faults in the form and elaſticity of the tarſi 
operate, in many inſtances, as remote cauſes 
of this diſeaſe. 

After ſome obſervations on prolapſus of 
the vitreous humour ſucceeding the opera- 
tion for the cataract, Dr Reil next relates 
a caſe of incyſted dropſy of the breaſt. A 
profeſſor of law, ſixty-five years of age, a 
man of middle ſtature, and of a robuſt and 
rather corpulent habit of body, had for a 
long time enjoyed good health and ſound 
reſpiration ; inſomuch, that ſometimes, du- 
ring his academical labours, he had leQured 
nine times in the day. But about ten years 
before, he had been affected with the in- 
fluenza, which, being negleQed, had termi- 

| nate: 
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nated in an obſtinate catarrh. His cough 
was dry in the night, but attended with a 
troubleſome diſcharge of watery mucus du- 
ring the day. Six months after the com- 
mencement of this diſeaſe, he began to 
complain of an uneaſy and peculiar ſenſa- 
tion in his breaſt, which was increaſed by 
ſpeaking, ſo that he was obliged to defiſt 
from lecturing. In the beginning of his 
diſeafe, a long walk excited thoſe diſtreſſ- 
ing ſenſations, but afterwards 1t ceaſed to 
have this effect. 

He gave different accounts of this uneaſy 
ſenſation at different times: ſometimes it 
was under the form of a tenſive pain, ex- 
tending from the ſcapula to the loins; ſome- 
times he had a ſenſation as if the lungs 
were hanging looſe from the ſcapula ; ſome- 
times as if they were drawn down by a rope 
within the thorax; and at other times he 
felt as if ſomething were conſtantly moving 
within his thorax. In the progreſs of his 
diſeaſe, the cough left him, returning only 
at intervals three or four times in {the year ; 
and ſometimes for a quarter of a year, or 
even longer, he enjoyed tolerable health: 

L 2 But 
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But he continued filent and melaticholy, 
ſhunning ſociety, as his uneaſineſs was al. 
ways renewed and augmented by ſpeaking. 
Sometimes, by the advice of his phyſicians, 
he tried to reſume his academical prelections; 
but was always obliged to give them vp, 
from the uneaſineſs which the ſpeaking oc. 
caſioned. 

Notwithſtanding this, all the functions 
went on in a natural way. He was corpulent, 
and of a florid complexion: He had no 
dyſpnœa; he could make a long and deep 
inſpiration without any uneaſineſs : He lay 
with perfect eaſe on both ſides, and alſo on 
his back : His pulſe was regular, and he 
was affected with no palpitations. In ſhort, 
all thoſe ſymptoms were abſent which could 
be ſuppoſed to indicate any idiopathic dif 
eaſe of the lungs. Many phyſicians who were 
conſulted, therefore, looked upon his com- 
plaint as imaginary, and none of them diſco- 
vered the real cauſe of his affection. 

He tried a great variety of; remedies, and 
uſed different mineral waters, without any 
benefit. At length, upon a ſevere return 
of his cough, a very copious expectoration 

| took 
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took place, of a mere watery fluid, to ſuch 
an extent, that in a quarter of an hour a 
handkerchief was as thoroughly wetted as if 
it had been immerſed in water. At this 
time, during a ſtrong fit of convulſive 
coughing, he diſcharged, by expiration, a 
fluid which had a peculiar, ſweet, and at 
the ſame time ſomewhat fetid ſmell, which 
not only filled his bed-chamber, but even 
the whole houſe. This halitus did not ſeem 
to be emitted upon every expiration, but 
only upon ſevere coughing. In this ſitua- 
tion he was attacked with ſtertor in breath- 
ing, which was ſoon afterwards followed by 
death, 

On the diſſection of his body, the abdo- 
minal viſcera appeared in every reſpect to 
be ſound; and there was every where a 
great abundance of fat: The lungs on the 
left ſide of the thorax were free and ſound, 
as well as the heart; and the pericardium 
contained a moderate quantity of water : 
The lungs in the right ſide of the thorax 
were united by a firm adheſion to the ſter- 
num and part of the ribs; and in attempt- 
ing to ſeparate them, the diſſector ſuddenly 

L 3 -- eut 
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cut into a large cavity, from which a wa- 
tery fluid, of a light yellow colour, not un- 
like corrupted milk, ruſhed out with con. 
ſiderable force. There was altogether a 
very large quantity of this fluid, and it 
emitted the ſame peculiar and ſpecific ſmell 
which had been obſerved in the air diſchar- 
ged by expiration ſome time before his 


death. From the bottom of the ſac, a 


thicker and honey-like matter was obtained 
by means of a ſponge; and after the liquor 
was completely evacuated, a ſimple cavity 
remained, 

The lungs of this ſide were compreſſed 
towards the bronchia, ſo as hardly to ex- 
ceed the ſize of a man's fiſt. They were 
ſo condenſed as to reſemble liver, and were 
| of a dark black colour, like coagulated blood. 

'They were, however, of an uniform ſub- 
ſtance, and there were no partial -{chirrho- 
ſities, or vomicæ. The pulmonary artery, 
before its inſertion into the diſeaſed lungs, 
was dilated, while the venous veſlels were 
contracted. There was no veſtige whatever 
of the fluid contained in the ſac to be met 
with in the aſpera arteria, or bronchiæ. Dr 


Reil 
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Reil therefore thinks, that the ſpecific odour 
obſerved before death muſt have ariſen from 
a palſy of the ſac, by means of which va- 
pours were tranſmitted through it. 

Dr Reil juſtly conſiders this caſe as in ſeve- 
Tal reſpects very remarkable; particularly 
from the fatneſs of the body, and total 


want of heQtic fever, notwithſtanding the 


local diſeaſe ; from the periodical cough, 
and the ſudden death of the patient, with- 
out any increaſe of the local cauſe. 

Some experiments concerning the effects 
and uſe of the calces of biſmuth and zinc, 
conſtitute alſo an important article in this 
collection. Some years ago, when Dr Kerck- 
ſig viſited Halle in the proſecution of his 
medical ſtudies, Dr Reil had formed the 
reſolution of writing a complete hiſtory of 
theſe two articles. In the experiments 
which he was then engaged in making, U: 
Kerckſig aſſiſted him with great dexterity. 
With the detail of theſe experiments, toge- 
ther with ſome corolaries deduced from them, 
we are here preſented. 

A young woman was admitted into the 
hoſpital, labouring under amenorrhoea and 

L 4 | an 
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an ulcer of the foot, from which there was 
regularly a diſcharge of blood every fourth 
week, for the ſpace of ſome days. Six 
powders were ordered for her, each con- 
taining twelve grains of the calx of bif. 
muth. From a doſe taken daily, ſhe was 
affected with ſlight nauſea and uneaſineſs 
at ſtomach ; ſhe had gentle moiſture on her 
ſkin during the night, and her ſtools be- 
came more frequent and more looſe. Soon 
after this, ſome ftomach-complaints took 
place, ſucceeded by a tertian fever. Upon 
this the biſmuth was omitted, and proper 
remedies for the fever were preſcribed, by 
means of which ſhe was perfectly recovered 
on the twenty-ſecond day. The day fol- 
lowing, the biſmuth was repeated, and ſhe 
took fifteen grains, with as much ſugar, 
twice a- day. This, continued for ſome days, 
produced no effect but moiſture on the ſkin. 
On the thirty-ſeventh day, the biſmuth 
was repeated, to the extent of a ſcruple 
twice a- day, and ſtill without any-uneaſinels, 
or any other obvious operation than flight 
moiſture during the night. Afterwards the 
doſe was increaſed to half a drachm, with- 


out 
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out inconvenience. She thus took, in all, 
during the ſpace of 136 days, very near 
eight ounces of the calx of biſmuth, without 
any diſorder of the function of digeſtion, 
or any affection of her general health. 

A young woman, in a good ſtate of health, 
began the uſe of the calx of zinc on the 
Sth of Auguſt 1792: ſhe firſt took ſix grains 
twice a-day, and the doſe was ſoon increaſed 
to twelve. This produced a flight nauſea, 
and ſome uneaſineſs at ſtomach. On the 
12th of Auguſt, the doſe was augmented to 
fifteen grains ; from which there aroſe con- 
ſiderable uneaſineſs at ſtomach, and nauſea 
ſucceeded by augmented heat; but theſe 
ſymptoms were only of ſhort continuance. 
On the «6th of Auguſt, the doſe was aug- 
mented to a ſcruple, with the ſame effects 
as before; and this doſe was continued till 
the 29th of September : by which time ſhe 
had taken four ounces and an half of the 
flowers of zinc, without any affection of 
her general health. During this time, a large 
ulcer of the foot, under which ſhe had labour- 
ed, was completely healed. 

A female, in the igth year of her age, 


recovered 
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recovered from the venereal diſeaſe, was or- 
dered ſix grains of the calx of zinc twice 
a-day, The firſt doſes were followed by 
nauſea, anxiety at the præcordia, heavineſs 
at ſtomach, vomiting, colic-pains, and fre- 
quent looſe ſtools. On the third day, nau- 
ſea occurred without vomiting ; but ſhe had 
diſturbed fleep, and ſweated, during the 
night. On the fixth day, the doſe was in- 
creaſed to twelve grains; from which the 
ſame ſymptoms as before, with vomiting, 
were produced; and ſhe complained of a 
metallic taſte in her mouth. Soon after, 
however, the vomiting ceaſed z and on the 
tenth day the doſe was augmented to fifteen 
grains. From this ſhe had much nauſea 
and conſiderable uneaſineſs, but without a 
return of vomiting ; and her menſes, which, 
during the ſyphilitic complaint, had been 
abſent, now appeared. 

As the powders had conſtantly ſickened 
her, ſhe now refuſed to take any more of 
them; and it was therefore exhibited under 
the form of pills. Under this form ſhe firſt 
took daily two ſcruples of the flowers of 
zinc, and afterwards a whole dracham, with- 

out 
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out any inconvenience, which Dr Reil aſcri- 
bed to its gradual ſolution. In the ſpace of 
twenty-two days, ſhe had taken upwards of 
an ounce and a half of this medicine, with- 
out any afteQion of her general health. 

To two young rabbits of the ſame litter, 
Dr Reil exhibited in the morning a ſcruple 
of the flowers of zinc. From this there aroſe 
loſſitude, want of appetite, a looſe belly, 
and the loſs of their uſual agility ; but no 
vomiting: A ſecond day, from the ſame 
quantity, the: ſame phenomena were pro- 
duced: On the third day, from the ſame 
doſe, there was a very great loſs of ſtrength: 
and on the fourth, death. 

On the diſſection of the one, which, be- 
fore its death, had been ſubjeQted to con- 
ſiderable diarrhea, the inteſtines were found 
filled with a frothy green liquor, and the 
ſtomach inflamed at different parts, eſpe- 
cially at the pylorus. The ſtomach con- 
tained a ſmall quantity of food, and that in 
a fluid ſtate. 

In the other, which had died without 
diarrhoea, the ſtomach was filled with in- 
geſta, although for two days before its death 


tit 
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it had eat nothing. On the back-part of 
the ſtomach there was an eſchar, about the 
fize of a bean, ſimilar to what a cauſtic could 
have produced, which penetrated to the ex- 
terior coat of the ſtomach. To this the 
calx of zinc, as well as ſome alimentary 
matters, adhered. In the ſmaller curvature 
of the ſtomach, between the cardia and py- 
lorus, there was alſo an eſchar, but of leſs 
ſize. Ny 
Another rabbit, to which Dr Rell gave 
fifteen grains of calx of biſmuth daily, 
on the third day loſt all appetite. Its hair 
ſtood upright, its belly was bound, and its 
urine flowed profuſely: it could not walk 
ſteadily, and was affected with dyſpncea. 
There took place alſo a diſcharge of blood 
from the noſe; ſoon after which it died. 
Upon diſſection, Dr Reil found the ſtomach 
diſtended with ingeſta, and a little inflamed 
at the cardia, Ihe lungs in the right ſide 
were uncommonly red and hard, and in dit- 
ferent places ſeemed to be obſtructed by 
an exudation of the gluten of the blood. 
As the ſubject of another experiment, he 
took four rabbits; to two of which he gave 
daily 
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daily five grains of the calx of biſmuth, and 
to the other as much of the calx of zinc. 
In this gradual manner they ſwallowed ſeve- 
ral ounces of theſe articles, and ſeemed to 
enjoy good health. But at the end of ſome 
months after the experiment was begun, 
they all died in ſucceſſion. 

One of the rabbits which took the calx of 
biſmuth became very lean ; ſome of the me- 
ſenteric glands were enlarged ; and both 
the meſentery and omentum abounded with 
Tæniæ hydatigenæ. The ſtomach alſo ap- 
peared to be contracted between the cardia 
and pylorus. 

In the other which took the calx of biſ- 
muth, the inteſtines, and eſpecially the cœ- 
cum, were ſtuffed with indurated bloody 
tœces. The inteſtines in different places 
were inflamed, and the villous coat of the 
ſtomach was marked with ſeveral black gan- 
grenous ſpots. But it ſeemed to Dr Reil 
to have died from conſtipation. 
Upon the diſſection of one of the rabbits 
which took the calx of zinc, there was a 
remarkable conſtriction about the middle 
of the ſtomach, its villous coat was of a 


white 
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white colour; and the calx of the metal 
ſeemed to adhere to it ſo firmly, that it 
could hardly be rubbed off. 

In the body of the other rabbit which 
took the calx of zinc, nothing particular 
was obſerved, excepting that the ſtomach 
was {tuſfed with food. 

From theſe and ſeveral other experiments, 
of which Dr Reil has given a particular de- 
tail, he draws the following concluſions. 

1. That the calces of biſmuth and of zinc 
may be given 1n larger doſes than has hither- 
to been common among phyſicians, 

2. That notwithſtanding this, it is {till the 
duty of a prudent phyſician, to employ 
with ſome caution articles proving fatal to 
brutes, in the manner that the calces of 
biſmuth and zinc were obſerved to do. 

3. That the primary virtues of the biſ— 
muth and zinc depend upon their influence 
as irtitants and reſtringents. 

4. That from theſe primary virtues ſeve- 
ral other ſecondary effects occur ; and par- 
ticularly, that they act in ſome degree as 
ſtrengthening medicines ; that they abſorb 
acids; that they augment all the ſecretions 

and 
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and excertions; that they excite vomiting, 
open the belly, and produce ſweating ; that 
they poſſeſs ſome degree of an anthelmintic 
power ; and, finally, that they operate as 
antiſpaſmodics. 

Dr Reil thinks, that the ſedative power 
of theſe calces is to be inferred from expe- 
rience alone, and not from any inveſtigation 
of their conſtituent parts. They change, 
he tells us, the living folid in a manner 
not to be expiſcated, and thus remove the 
diſpoſition to inordinate action. They are 
preferable, he obſerves, in many caſes, to 
other antiſpaſmodics, as they are without 
either ſmell or taſte, as they do not increaſe 
the heat of the body, and as they have a ten- 
dency to promote diaphoreſis. 

Elaborate diflertations on polycholia, fe- 
bris, and febris cholopoeſis occupy the greater 
part of this volume of our learned and inge- 
nous author's memorabilia. 
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XV. 


Diſertatio Medica de Hydropo Plethorico. A uc- 
tore CaroloJoanne Chriſtiano Grapengieſſer, 
M. D. 8 vo. Gottingæ, 1795. 


| tr the Treatiſe now before us, we are pre- 


ſented with a learned and ingenious dil. 
fertation on a modification of dropſy, which, 
according to the author, is no rare occur- 
rence in practice, although but rarely un- 
derſtood, while, at the ſame time, it re- 
quires a mode of treatment very different 
from what is commonly employed in dropſi- 
cal affections. For theſe reaſons, he conſi- 
ders it as a ſubject well meriting the atten- 
tention of every praQitioner. 

Although this diſeaſe has not been pro- 
feſſedly treated of by any former medi- 
cal writer, yet Dr Grapengieſſer obſerves, 
that many detached caſes are to be met 
with, of dropſies cured by blood-letting ; and 
he conſiders this diſeaſe as hitherto deſcribed 
only under the title of Hydrops Veneſectione 

curatus 
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curatus: And he quotes many examples of 
caſes of this kind, both among the ancients 
and moderns. 

This diſeaſe, according to our author, may 
be beſt denominated Hydrops Plethoricus. 
It appears, he tells us, under two diſtin& 
forms: Sometimes an inflammatory diſpoſi- 
tion is very obvious, and not unfrequently 
fever and topical inflammation attend it : 
but ſometimes the cauſe and nature of the 
diſeaſe is ſo obſcure, that a diagnoſis cannot 
be formed but with great difficulty, or only 
after death ; unleſs, by the force of nature, a 
critical hæmorrage ſhall enſue. He therefore 
conſiders this diſeaſe as comprehending two 
ſpecies, the Hydrops Plethoricus Acutus, and 
the Hydrops Plethoricus Chronicus ſeu Sup- 
preſſus. Of each of theſe ſpecies he next 
proceeds to give a particular deſcription, 

The acute Hydrops Plethoricus, he ob- 
ſerves, occurs only with the robuſt and well- 
fed during the prime of life; and is more 
frequent among ſmiths and carpenters than 
with other profeſſions. In the beginning 


it often appears under the form of aſthina ; 
Vor. I. 74 ol and 
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and not unſrequently prior to its com- 
mencement, the patient has laboured un- 
der ſome inflammatory affeQion of the breall. 
Soon after this, he obſerves an uncommon 
difficulty of reſpiration upon walking; he 
afterwards becomes affected with conſtant 
dyſpncea, and with watchfulneſs; it be- 
comes impoſſible for him to lie on his back, 
and he ſuddenly ſtarts from fleep, with a 
ſenſe of ſuffocation. Under this form the 
hydrothorax plethoricus acutus maniteſts 
itleli ; and this our author conſiders as 
the moſt frequent modification of that 
diſeaſe. It often, he obſerves, precedes 
dropſy of the cellular membrane, extending 
cover the whole body. The aſcites plethort- 
cus is a moſt rare diſeaſe, but is ſometimes 
alſo obſerved. 

During the whole courſe of this moditi- 
cation of dropſy, the pulle is full, hard, and 
ſtrong. If, however, from a ſuperabun- 
dance of fluids, the veſſels happen to be re- 
laxed, then the pulſe, though ſtill full, begins 
to be flow. The urine is ſcanty and lateri- 
tious; pains are felt over the whole body, 
principally in the belly and loins: The 


face 


1 
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ſace appears ſomewhat ſwelled; there is a 
lols of appetite; and a flight cough, with 
ſcanty expeQoration of mucus. Purgatives 
and diuretics are of no ſervice ; nay, they 
even render the urine more ſcanty, and the 
ſwelling more tenſe. Blood drawn in this 
dropſy always ſhews an inflammatory cruſt ; 
and every veneſection is attended with relief, 
the breathing becoming immediately ſo free, 
that the patient can lie on his back or either 
ide, | 
If the common method of cure be em- 
ployed, the diſeaſe often puts on a dreadful 
appearance. The ſwelling of the body in- 
creaſes to actual rupture; violent pains take 
place, attended with burning fever and in- 
tolerable thirſt. Often with the mucus a 
proportion of blood is expectorated ; deli. 
rium occaſionally ſupervenes; and the pa- 
tient is ſometimes ſuddenly cut off by convul. 
ſons or apoplexy. In general, the courſe of 
this diſeaſe, eſpecially after the ſwellings 
manifeſt themſelves, is teriainated in a ſhort 
time. 
Dr Grapengieſſer next gives the hiſtory of 
the hydrops plethoricus chronicus. This 
M 2 a diſeale, 
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diſeaſe, he obſerves, has few peculiar ſymp. 
toms, and of courſe the diagnoſis 1s very dif. 
ficult. It ariſes either in a ſecondary way, 
from the acute hydrops plethoricus ariſing 
from a leſs active cauſe of inflammation, and 
improperly treated ; or in a primary way, 
where plethora occurs, with perſons of a lax, 
ſpongy, and debilitated habit, leading a ſe- 
_ dentary lite. 

Olten the patient, ſome time prior to the 
attack of this droply, is in an infirm ſtate; 
to remedy which, cordial, ſtomachic, and 
ſtrengthening medicines have been em- 
ployed ; but with the effect of increaſing 
the cauſe of the diſeaſe. This valetudinary 
ſtate increafes; the appetite is almoſt to- 
tally loſt; the abdomen gradually ſwells, 
and becomes hard ; and the face, with 
a cachetic appearance, gets a livid hue. 
Difficulty of breathing, with cxdematous 
ſwelling of the feet, legs, and back, ma- 
nifeſt themſelves: The urine becomes ſcan- 
ty, ſometimes almoſt entirely ſuppreſſed : 
The ſtrength is very much impaired ; and 
the pulſe ſo ſmall, that the veſſels ſeem 
to be almoſt empty, though ſometimes it is 


quick 
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quick and ſharp. Fluſhing of the face, and 
redneſs of the eyes, are often obſerved when 
the patient is in an horizontal poſture, and 
then he often complains of congeſtion in the 
head. 

The ſwelling now extends over the whole 
body, and the diſeaſe, with all its ſymptoms, 
increaſes : The excretion of urine ceaſes 
almoſt entirely: the ſtrongeſt diuretics and 
hydragog ues are attended with no ſucceſs; 
and the antiphlogiſtics with very little: Lhe 
difficult reſpiration increaſes to orthopuœa; 
which, however, 1s greatly relieved by ve- 
neſection, although the remedy is but ſeldom 
employed. The powef of nature, even in 
this laſt ſtage, ſometimes overcomes the diſ- 
eaſe by a critical hæmorrhage from the noſe: 
But not unfrequently, by the occurrence of 
convulſions and e the diſeaſe termi- 
nates in death. 

No other ſpontaneous criſis but hæmor- 
rhage from the noſe has been obſerved : 
But this has been often remarked to an ex- 
ceſſive degree. Sometimes it has been ob- 
ſerved to laſt through the greateſt part of 
a night, ſo that the pulſe almolt totally tailed, 

M 3 and 
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and the patient was in the greateſt danget 
of deliquium animi. It has then been 
thought neceſſary to employ means for ſtop- 
ping it. But even in theſe caſes, within 
the ſpace of a few hours after the hæmor- 
rhage, the pulſe becomes more full, hard, 
and ſtrong, to a wonderful degree. Even 
during the hemorrhage, the patient has 
had an increaſed diſcharge of urine, with 
great relief ; and this has continued till the 
whole ſwellings have diſappeared, If the hæ. 
morrhage is ſucceeded by fever, which not 
unfrequently happens, the health and ſtrength 
of the patient is recovered in a ſhorter 
time. a | 
In the diſſection of thoſe dying of this 
diſeaſe, collections of water have been found 
over the whole body, but particularly in the 
cavities of the thorax and cranium. The 
large veſſels have been found turgid, being 
diſtended with much blood, Where the 
diſeaſe has been of the acute kind, con- 
ſiderable inflammations have been obſer- 
ved. 
With regard to the proximate cauſe ol 
this Cifcaſe,. the author remarks, that ple: 
| thora, 
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thora, whether real or ſpurious, and from 
whatever cauſe it may ariſe, muſt always diſ- 
turb the equilibrium in the animal economy; 
and that, by rendering the circulation labo- 
rious, it may induce dropſy. The prediſ- 
poſition to the acute form of this diſeaſe, he 
conſiders as ariſing chi: fly from a robuſt ha- 
bit of body, a good appetite, good digeſtion, 
too great ſanguification, and the on:iffion 
of accuſtomed veneſection. To the chro- 
nic ſpecies, again, thoſe are chieily prediſ- 
poſed, who are of a lax and ſpongy habit, 
advanced in lite, have a good appetite with 
bad digeſtion, and lead a ſedentary life. 
Hence this diſeaſe is moſt frequently obſer- 
ved in monaſteries. 

As exciting cauſes of the hydrops pletho- 
ricus acutus, he enumerates the ſuppreſſion 
of accuſtomed hæmorrhagies, inflammations 
of internal parts, the repulſion of exanthe- 
mata, obſtructions to perſpiration, and the 
ſudden checking of diarrhoea. 

The prognoſis in this diſeaſe, Dr Grapen— 
gieſler obſerves, both as far as it can be de- 
duced from the caule, er from the method 
of cure, is favourable: for it may be effec- 
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tually removed by blood-letting and anti- 
ſpaſmodics. Every thing, however, depends 
on the diagnoſis: If this be obvious, we 
may judge favourably of the diſeaſe : Hence 
the prognoſis is leſs favourable in the chro- 
nic ſpecies of the hydrops plethoricus, for 
there the diagnoſis is peculiarly difficult. 
But even in the moſt acute form, when, 
with the dropſy, the patient is at the ſame 
time affected with ſevere inflammation, the 
combination of theſe diſeaſes is highly dan- 
gerous, eſpecially if the plethora has been 
aggravated by the repulſion of exanthe- 
mata. 

Since univerſal plethora is the founda- 
tion of the proximate and efficient cauſe 
of this diſeaſe, the cure, our author thinks, 
muſt always be accommodated to two indi- 
cations. 1. The removal of the cauſe, that 
is, depletion of the whole body, and of the 
veilels diſtended from the quantity of blood 
circulating laboriouſly : 2dly, The removal 
of ipaſm ariſing from the exciting cauſes; 
ſuch as the repulſion of eruptions, ſup- 
preſſed perſpiration, interrupted criſis, or the 
like. 


With 
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With theſe intentions, he points out blood- 
letting as the firſt remedy, and indeed as 
being almoſt the only thing neceſſary, and 
of itſelf ſufficient for fully overcoming the 
diſeaſe. For he tells us, that, in an eaſy 
and excellent way, it removes the cauſe of 
the diſeaſe and the diſeaſe itſelf at one and 
the ſame time; it reſolves ſpaſm, and re- 
ſtores to the ſyſtem the power of abſorbing 
extravaſated ſerum. | 

Sometimes it is only by repeated blood- 
letting that the diſeaſe cau be combated ; 
and the longer the blood-letting has been 
delayed, the more obitinate 1s the diſeaſe. 
Moderate blood-leitings, repeated accord- 
ing to circumſtances, are more advanta- 
geous than very large ones: And if there 
be ſymptoms of any particular viſcus being 
affected, eſpecially of peripneumony, topi- 
cal blood-letting is often highly uſeful. 1? 
blood-letting alone ſhall not ſufficiently in- 
creaſe the excretion of urine, the uſe of 
gentle diuretic ſalts, ſuch as eryſtals of tar- 
tar or nitre, in a very dilute ſolution, with 
2 little of the oxymel of ſquills, altnovgh be- 

tore 
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fore they had no effect, will very much 
augment the diſcharge, 5 

Opium, the beſt and the ſafeſt anodyne, 
than which no article has more influence 
in allaying ſpaſms, is often ſuperior to every 
thing. If, after blood-letting and relſri— 
gerants, the urine ſhould not flow on ac- 
count of ſpaſtic tenſion, and if the pains 
over the whole body ſhould not cealc, 
opium will often be productive of the bel: 
effects, as augmenting the former, and miti. 
eating the latter. Even in other ſpecies 
of dropſy, when attended with ſpaſmodic 
pains ot the belly, Dr Grapengieſſer tells us, 
he has found the belt effects from opium. 

In no ſpecies of dropſy, according to the 
2nthor, is the free indulgence in the uſe of 
liquids, and antiphlogiſtic regimen, more re- 
quired than in the hydrops plethoricus, 
And he is perſuaded, that all that has been 
{aid reipe ting the beneficial effects of aci- 
dulated drinks, copicuſly introduced, and 
of antiphlogiſtic regimen in certain caſes ol 
Jropſy, ſerves to demonſtrate the frequency 
ot this modification ot the diſcaſe. 


XIV. 
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XVI. 


Uſus Lapidis Suilli in Lithiaſi Renali. Auctore 
Sam. Liljeblad, M. D. Societat. Reg. Lit. 
Upſ. adjunct. 4to. Upſaliæ. 


LTHovGH the mineral kingdom affords 
a ſmaller number of articles employ- 
ed for the purpoſes of medicine, than the 
vegetable, yet it is well known, that it af- 
fords ſome of the moſt uſeful and active. 
The ſubject of this Treatiſe, according 
to the account given by Dr Liljeblad, 
would appear to be of that number. It is, 
he tells us, found in ſufficient quantity in 
Sweden to be employed for economical pur- 
poſes; but hitherto it has been but little 
known, even to the moſt eminent phyſicians, 
although well meriting their attention. 

The lapis ſuillus, as it is called, is an 
earthy ſtone, which has long been employed 
as an uſeful remedy againſt the diſeaſes of 
domeſtic animals, and was probably, from 
analogy, afterwards introduced againſt thoſe 
of 
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of the human body: and it has particularly 
been found to afford great relief in caſes of 
nephritis calculoſa. From farther obſerva- 
tion and experience, there 1s, our author 
obſerves, great reaſon to believe that it will 
prove a very valuable remedy. 

It conſiſts, he tells us, of a calx united 
to a bituminous matter, or mountain dil, 
which, even to the external ſenſes, particu- 
larly that of fſneell, indicates medical pro- 
perties. It derives the name which it holds 
among the Swediſh mineralogiſts from the 
uſe which Fas been made of it, againſt che 
diſeaſes of ſwine, for a very long period. 
It has been ſuppoſed particularly to furuiſh 
a very efficacious cure with theſe animals 
in caſes of bloody urine, and other aff-Qions 
of the urinary organs. It has alſo in Swe- 
den the name of Orſtea: and in the mine- 
ralogical ſyſtems, belongs to that genus of 
earths waick are termed Calcareous. In the 
lyſtem of Cronſted, it has the name of Terra 
ealcarea phlogiſto ſimplici mixio; in that of Lin- 
nus, of Bilumen ſuillum marmoreum ſætidum; 
and in that of Wallerius, Spatum opacum fric- 
tione fatidum.. It is a real calcareous earth, poſ- 
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ſeſſing all thoſe qualities by which the ge- 
nus of calx is diſtinguiſhed from other ge- 
nera of earths. Thus, by the aid of fire, it 
is reduced to a white powder, and obtains 
cauſticity. It efferveſces with acids. By 
means of the vitriolic acid, it is precipitated 
under the form of gypſum; and by means 
of the muriatic acid, it is converted into a 
fixed ammoniacal ſalt. 

The author therefore concludes, that the 
greateſt part of it conſiils of calx, and the 
leaſt part of aſpaltum, or mountain-oil. The 
celebrated Scheffer mentions, that the lapis 
ſuillus, diſtilled by him, hardly yielded any 
vellige of oil, although it gave out its acrid 
ſmeil. But Heirne affirms, that from the 
diſtillation of four pounds of it, he was able 
to obtain a little oil. Yet this ſmalleſt con- 
ſtituent part gives it that character which 
can be moſt readily detected by the ſenſes, 
- viz. that, of emitting a foetid or hepatic 
odour on friction. The lapis ſuillus is readily 
diſtinguiſhed from calcareous earth combined 
with phlogiſton and the vitriolic acid, which 
allo emits a fetor on friction, and which has 

been 
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been termed the Lapis hepaticus, by the latter 
being of a harder texture, and not ferment. 
ing with acids. 

In Sweden, four remarkable varieties of 
the lapis ſuillus are found. 

I, Lapis ſolidus particulis impalpabilibus 

ater. | 

2.— granulatus, ſeu particulis granulatis 

tuſco-ater. 

2, ſquamoſus particulis micacets. 

4.— cryſtallinus, ſpatoſus, nigreſcens, fer. 

ruginus, albo luteſcens. 

The lapis ſuillus, which is chiefly met 
with in the ſhops in Sweden, is of the. fourth 
kind. It cannot be affirmed that this variety 
is more powerful than the others; but it was 
employed in the caſes which are afterwards 
detailed. For medical uſe, eſpecially with 
the human ſpecies, the pureſt cryſtals are 
ſelected, which are reduced to a ſubtile pow- 
der in a glaſs mortar. The powder thus 
obtained is of a white or grey colour, which 
is exhibited under the form of bolus or 
electuary. 

After this account of the lapis ſuillus, Dr 
Liljeblad next makes ſome obſervations on 

the 
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the ſymptoms of lithiaſis renalis. Here, 
however, he does not think it neceſſary to 
enter into a full detail, or to ſay any thing 
of the generation of calculi in the urinary 
organs. He reckons it ſufficient to point 
out ſome of thoſe ſevere ſymptoms, in miti- 
gating which, and in promoting a more 
eaſy tranſition of the calculi through the 
urinary paſſages, the lapis ſuillus has been 
found to produce the molt remarkable ef- 
fects. 

When calculi, formed in the pelvis of 
the kidney, are moved from thence, and 
paſs into the ureters, ſpaſms are excited in 
theſe organs, by which both the heteroge- 
nous body itſelf, and likewiſe the urine, are 
retained. From thence there ariſe the 
moſt acute pains in the back, extending to 
the tha and coxæ. Either no water is diſ- 
charged, or a very ſmall quantity only, tin- 
ged with blood. Affections alſo extend to 
other neighbouring organs, particularly to 
the inteſtinal canal. There often occur {e- 
vere colic pains, tenſion of the under part 
of the abdomen, a flow belly, nauſea, and 
obſtinate vomiting, pain and retraction of 

3 the 
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the teſticles, and ſtupor of the leg in the af. 
feed ſide. | 

Diſtreſſing attacks of this kind, with a 
greater or leſs degree of ſeverity, are fre- 
quently found to return during a great part 
of life. If we yet know any remedy, on 
which we can depend, as mitigating this 
evil, 1t is, our author affirms, the lapis ſail. 
lus. In proof of this aſſertion, we are here 
preſented with a particular detail of ſeveral 
caſes in which it was employed. 

The firſt caſe is that of a man who had 
long laboured under calculus renalis. But, 
by the aid of the lapis ſuillus for the ſpace 
of four years, he had been much relieved 
from the ſeverity of the diſeaſe, and enjoyed 
much better health than before. Having, 
however, neglected his medicine on the night 
between the 12th and 13th of December 
1686, he became ſubjected to a ſevere return 
of his complaints. He paſſed an unquiet 
night, with a ſenſe of coldneſs in his feet, 
and tenſion in the abdomen, After riſing 
out of bed, and attempting to walk up 
ſtairs, he was ſeized with ſo violent a pain 
in his left fide, that he could not ſtir. His 

abdomen 
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abdomen became ſtill more diſtended with 
flatulence ; and he could obtain no diſcharge 
either by urine or ſtool. He had immediate- 
ly recourſe to the powder of the lapis ſuillus, 
which he took in a little milk and water. 
Immediately after ſwallowing it, a free diſ- 
charge of wind took place, both upwards and 
downwards, which was productive of conſi- 
derable relief. In about a quarter of an 
hour, he had a diſcharge by the belly, with 
a copious evacuation of pale-coloured urine. 

Notwithtanding this, the pain of his fide 
was not relieved, but, remaining as it were 
fixed in the ureter, produced ſuch torture 
and anxiety, that the ſweat flowed in drops 
from his brow. In the ſpace, therefore, of 
half an hour, he took a ſecond dofe of the 
powder; upon which the tenſion of his ab- 
domen, vomiting, and ſpaſms, ſuddenly 
ceaſed : Soon after, he had another looſe 
ſtool. The pain of his ſide, although its 
violence was ſomewhat abated, ſtill con- 
tinued to be diſtreſſing. The patient there- 
fore thought it adviſeable to put his body in 
different poſtures, that a free opportunity 

YoL. I. of might 
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be given for the deſcent of the calculus. A 
quarter of an hour had ſcarcely elapſed, till 
the pain of his ſide entirely vaniſhed. A 
ſenſe of preſſure alſo was felt in the blad- 
der, with ſome deſire to evacuate urine. 

The patient, rejoicing at this, wiſhed, 
however, to retain it for ſome time, that a 
larger quantity might be collected. In about 
eight or ten minutes, the deſire for evacua- 
tion being increaſed, he diſcharged from 
his bladder a quantity of dark-coloured 

grumous urine, with from fifteen to twenty 
calculi of different ſizes. After this, all his 
ſymptoms diſappeared. From this caſe it is 
inferred, that the employment of the lapis 
ſuillus cannot prevent the collection of cal. 
culous matter in the body, but that it is high- 
ly uſeful in promoting the diſcharge of cal- 
culi from the body, and in alleviating the 

uſual ſymptoms, even when moſt ſevere. 
The ſubject of the ſecond caſe is a re- 
ſpectable man, in the fiftieth year of his 
age, of a corpulent habit of body. He had 
long been affected with lithiaſis renalis, 
which a ſedentary life and high living had 
probably accelerated, After various and 
frequent 
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frequent attacks of the diſeaſe, he had re- 
courſe to the powder of the lapis ſuillus, 
and it was attended with immediate relief. 
He had indeed returns of paroxyſms, but 
without ſevere ſymptoms. He di ſcharged 
many calculi of different ſizes, and he has 
now for ſeveral years enjoyed tolerable 
health by means of this remedy, In the be- 
ginning, he took half a drachm of it in pow- 
der every day; and afterwards he had re- 
courſe to it at intervals, as ſoon as the 
ſlighteſt pain in his back gave ſuſpicion of cal- 
culus in the kidney. 

The third caſe is that of a man in the 
ſeventy-fifth year of his age, who for the 
greateſt part of his life had enjoyed good 
health, but about four years before, with- 
out any manifeſt cauſe, had become affected 
with a nephritic pain. Various remedies 
were exhibited to him, with very little bene- 
fit, for the ſpace of a year. He then had re- 
courſe to the powder of the lapis ſuillus, 
and derived from it very great relief. Afﬀ- 
ter he had taken it for three weeks, his 
pains were not only mitigated, but ſeveral 

N 2 calculi 
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calculi alſo, about the ſize of barley-corns, 
paſſed from the ureters into the bladder, and 
were afterwards diſcharged from thence. 
The patient alſo found, that the pain of his 
abdomen, ſpaſms, and other ſymptoms, 
were much mitigated, after the uſe of this 
remedy. 


At firſt, he took it to the extent of 


a tea-ſpoonful twice a-day; and as the 
diſeaſe decreaſed, he employed it leſs fre- 
quently, uſing it only every ſecond or third 
day: but upon any threatening of return, 
he had always recourſe to a doſe of it. He 
ſoon recovered better health after the uſe 
of it, and remained almoſt as free from 
diſeaſe as could be expected at his advanced 
age. 

It was remarkable, that in this caſe the 
calculi diſcharged before the uſe of the la- 
pis ſuillus, were of a ſolid, compact, and 
hard conſiſtence; while thoſe which were 
diſcharged ſome time after it had been em- 
ployed were porous and friable. From 
this it is with ſome degree of probability 
inferred, that the remedy has a power of 
ſomehow altering the texture of calculi in 
the kidneys, and that it may be ranked 

| among 
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among thoſe remedies which have been 
ſtyled Lithontriptics. 

Beſides theſe, ſeveral other caſes are here 
related, in which the powder of the lapis 
ſuillus, employed to the extent of about half 
a dram for a doſe, was found to be produc- 
tive of the beſt effects. The Treatiſe is con- 
cluded with ſome general remarks on the 
cure of lithiaſis renalis; in which, after 
pointing out the indications which are to 
de fulfilled in combating the diſeaſe, 1. 
From the abundance of a certain acid in 
the body of every calculous patient, and, 
2dly, From the ſpaſmodic affections ariſing 
from a conſent of nerves, which in almoſt 
every caſe accompany this diſeaſe, he en- 
deavours to account for the benefit derived 
from the lapis ſuillus, from its antacid and 
antiſpaſmodic powers. The firſt of theſe he 
conſiders as depending on the calcareous 
earth ; and the laſt on the mountain oil, or 
bituminous matter, which it contains. 
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X VII. 


Difſertatio Medica de Angina Pectoris. Auc- 
tore Erneſto Frederico Schmidt. Gottin- 
gz. dvo. 1793. 


HE diſeaſe which is the ſubje& of this 

1 Diſſertation, has lately claimed much 
attention from medical practitioners. There 
can, however, be no doubt, that in many 
caſes it proves even ſuddenly fatal: And 
much yet remains to be diſcovered, both 
with reſpect to its nature, and likewiſe with 
regard to the moſt ſucceſsful method of 
cure. Further obſervations reſpeQting it, 
therefore, may juſtly be conſidered as claim- 
ing particular attention. 

Dr Schmidt ſets out with offering ſome 
obſervations on the name of this diſeaſe. 
He contends, that when we conſider the 
cauſe and nature of the diſeaſe, no name 
can be more improper than that of Angina 
Pectoris, which has been given to it by the 
Engliſh phyicians. He thinks that the term 


employed 
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employed by Elſner, of Aſthma Convulſi- 
yum, is much more proper: and as there 
are ſeveral ſpecies of convulſive aſthma, he 
thinks it would be beſt diſtinguiſhed by a 
ſpecific name from its cauſe, and therefore 
propoſes that it ſhould be denominated 
Aſthma Arthriticum. 

This ſpecific name, however, is, we may 
obſerve, entirely founded on a conjeQural, 
perhaps on a groundleſs theory. How far 
gout in any caſe has a concern in the in- 
duction of that diſeaſe to which Dr He- 
berden was the firſt to give the title of Angi- 
na Pectoris, we will not pretend to ſay. But 
it is at leaſt certain, that in many of the moſt 
remarkable caſes of this diſeaſe, which have 
fallen under the obſervation of the moſt emi- 
nent practitioners in Britain, there was not 
the ſmalleſt reaſon to believe that they were in 
the leaſt degree connected with gout. The 
generic term of Aſthma is here alſo very 
exceptionable, as being already appropriated 
to another well-known and very different 
diſeaſe. Dr Heberden gave it the name of 
Angina Pectoris, from no vague conjecture, 

N 4 either 
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either with regard to its ſuppoſed cauſes or 
nature, both of which ſtill remain to be 
aſcertained, but from its characteriſing and 
moſt diſtreſſing ſymptom, a peculiar pain 
or ſenſe of ſtrangling in the breaſt. And it 
is certainly much better to name, as well 
as to define, diieaſes from obvious ſymptoms, 
than trom hypothetical opinions. 

We are next preſented in this Treatiſe with 
a ſhort hiſtory of the diſeaſe. Dr Schmidt 
conſiders ſome hiſtories of cafes, defcribed by 
Hoffman, in his Conſultationes Medicæ, as 
examples of this affection. But he allows, 
that the moſt accurate hiſtories of this dil- 
eaſe have been given by later writers, and 
particularly by Heberden, Fothergill, Wall, 
Haygartb, Johnſtone, Alexander, Percival, 
Smith, Parr, Macqueen, Hamilton, Berger, 
Gruner, and Elſner. 

In deſcribing the courſe of this affection, 
our author obſerves, that although it may 
attack any age, ſex, or conſtitution, yet 
that it is moſt frequently obſerved in men 
advanced in life. It is alſo, he thinks, a 
more frequent complaint in a cold and moiſt 
atmoſphere, than where the air is ſerene and 

dry, 
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dry. It chiefly attacks the exhauſted and 
debilitated; but has alſo been not unfre- 
quently obſerved in perſons apparently in 
good health. 

This diſeaſe, the author obſerves, is often 
preceded by a conſiderable number of dif- 
fereat ſymptoms ; particularly, various ſto- 
mach-complaints and depraved digeſtion, 
ſpaſms of different kinds, convulſions, colic - 
pains, and tranſitory pains in the joints. 
All theſe ſymptoms, on the attack of the 
angina pectoris, either vaniſh altogether, or 
at leaſt are much diminiſhed in violence. 
Beſides, they often alternate with the angina 
peQoris, the patient finding himſelf entirely 
freed from that diſeaſe, on a return of the 
former ſymptoms. 

The attack of the diſeaſe is particularly 
marked by ſevere pain in the breaſt, eſpecial. 
ly under the ſternum, extending to the arm, 
and affecting in a remarkable manner the del- 
toid muſcle. Ihis pain is generally of the 
lancinating, ſometimes of the preflive kind, 
conjoined with a peculiar ſenſe of conſtric- 
tion in the breaſt, and often the higheſt 
degree of dyſpncea: Such an accumula— 

tion 
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tion bf blood takes place in the head, that 
the countenance is ſwelled, and the pa- 
tient is diſtreſſed with the greateſt degree 
of anxiety: The circulation is much 
affected, the pulſe being frequently con. 
traced, ſmall, and unequal: The paroxyſms 
at firſt are of very ſhort duration ; but in 
the progreſs of the diſeaſe, they become of 
longer continuance: Towards the cloſe of 
the paroxyſm, there 1s generally a diſcharge 
of wind, by which the attack never fails to be 
mitigated. 
Paroxyſms are excited by any conſiderable 
motion of the body, particularly by walking 
againſt the wind, by aſcending mountains or 
ſtairs, by attempting to raiſe heavy weights, 
or the like. By degrees they are excited 
by lighter exertions, ſuch as coughing or 
ineezing ; and at length they will take place 
without any obvious cauſe, and even during 
ſleep. During intermiſſions, the patient often 
appears to be in a ſtate of the moſt perfect 
health. Towards the cloſe of the diſeaſe, it 
often affects the lungs, patients becoming ſub- 
jected to cough who had none before, and ex- 
pectorating 
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pectorating a puriform matter, producing 
either ſuffocation or exhauſtion. 

The inſpection of dead bodies has, Dr 
Schmidt obſerves, thrown little light either 
on the nature or cauſe of this diſeaſe. Some, 
however, have conſidered morbid conditions 
diſcovered in certain caſes on diſſection, as 
cauſes of this affection, ſuch as oſſification 
of the valves of the heart, or of the carotids ; 
preternatural ſoftneſs of the heart itſelf ; and 
collections of watery, puritorm, or ſebace-us 
matter, in the mediaſtinum, parenchyma of 
the lungs, or pericardium, 

After ſome obſervations on the diagnoſis, 
which is chiefly to be drawn from the pecu- 
liar pain of the breaſt, and on its proximate 
cauſe, concerning which different opinions 
have been entertained, but which our au- 
thor, with Dr Elſner, is diſpoſed to aſcribe 
to a gouty humour, he proceeds to treat of 
the cure. His obſervations on this ſubje& 
are referred to two heads. Firſt, he treats 
of the palliative; and, next, of the radical! 
cure. 

In the commencement of this diſeaſe, the 
paroxyſms in general terminate very ſoon 
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of themſelves, and require only the utmoſt 
tranquillity both of mind and of body. But 
when, in the courſe of the diſeaſe, the pa- 
roxyſm is lengthened in duration, and in- 
creaſed in violence, the utmoſt attention of 
the phyfician 1s neceflary to prevent death 
during the paroxyſm. In theſe caſes, he 
points out three indications which the phy- 
ſician ought to have in view: iſt, To take 
oft the ſpaſm; 2dly, To remove the cauſes 


inducing the paroxyſm, if they continue to 


act; and, 3dly, To alleviate the moſt dan- 
gerous ſymptoms which may occur. 

With the firſt of theſe intentions, antiſpaſ- 
modics are to be employed ; and Dr Schmidt 
particularly recommends muſk, naptha vi- 
trioli, liquor anodynus Hoffmani, dulcified 
ſpirit of nitre, extract of cicuta, hyoſciamus, 

and belladonna, He thinks that opium 
| ſhould be employed only in caſes of the 
moſt urgent danger, as it is on many ac- 
counts, in his opinion, contra-indicated in 
gout. He recommends alfo the magiſtery of 


biſmuth, the flowers of zinc, and the ſpiritus 


ſalts ammoniaci anifatus, 
Sometimes 
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Sometimes this diſeaſe proceeds from ob- 
vious occaſional cauſes, which require that 
the paſliative cure ſhould be differently mo- 
dified. When repletion of the ſtomach 
occurs from food, ſordes, or bilious matter, 
emetics, and clyſters, muſt be premiſed to 
antiſpaſmodics ; when it ariſes from gripes, 
he recommends, as carminatives, the eſſen- 
tia fuliginis, aſſa fœtida, the oleum cajapu- 
tæ, &c.; and, finally, when debilitating 
cauſes have preceded, ſuch as profuſe hæœ- 
morrhages, or obſtinate diarrhoea, he ad- 
viſes a nutritious and ſtrengthening diet, 
with the Peruvian bark. In obviating ur- 
gent ſymptoms, the practices employed muſt 
be entirely accommodated to occurrences. 
Thus, on threatening of apoplexy, he ad- 
viſes that recourſe ſhould be had to general 
and topical blood- letting; and on threaten- 
ings of ſuffocation, when it does not pro- 
ceed from the quantity of blood oppreſſing 
the lungs, he recommends irritating ſeimu— 
lants. 

The radical cure, Dr Schmidt obſerves, 
is in general very difficult, eſpecially if the 
diſeaſe has been of long duration. It is not, 

however, 
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however, he contends, to be conſidered as 
an incurable diſeaſe; and he aſſures us, he 
has met with ſeveral inſtances of patients who 
had laboured under angina pectoris, and were 
reſtored to perfect health. 

He conſiders the radical cure of angina 
pectoris as reſting upon two indications: 1, 
That the cauſe of the diſeaſe ſhould be re- 
moved, the morbid matter evacuated, and 
that part of the body freed upon which 
the acrimony has been depoſited : 2. That 
a new metaſtaſis of acrimony ſhould be 
guarded againſt. 

For anſwering the firſt of theſe indications, 
the ren oval of the cauſes of the diſeaſe, our 
attempts m uſt be regulated by circumſtances. 
But the moſt uſeful practices are, he thinks, 
thoſe directed againſt ſpurious gout 3 and 
thus benefit may be expected from emetics, 
laxatives, reſolvents, and the like For eva- 
guating the morbific matter, he recommends, 
as of the greateſt ſervice, whatever will 
tend to promote a free diſcharge by the ſur- 
face, ſuch as a flannel ſhirt next the ſkin, 
fridions of the ſurface, a temperate climate, 
the waim bath, and various diaphoretic 

medicines, 


MEDICINE, 1796. 207 


medicines, particularly antimonials, and the 
gum guaiacum, in different forms. To free, 
by a metaſtaſis, the part of the body on 
which the acrimony has been depoſited, he 
recommends the uſe of pediluvium, with 
a proportion of muſtard in the water, fric- 
tions of the feet, with volatile alkaline ſpi- 
rit, volatile liniment, or tincture of cantha- 
rides. He adviſes alſo the application of 
bliſters, ſynapiſms, iſſues, and even aQual 
cautery. 

For fulfilling the ſecond indication, it is, 
he tells us, neceſſary that every ſource of 
acrimony ſhould be cut off, by avoiding all 
violent mental emotions; by ſhunning all 
food or drink of an acrid or acid quality ; 
and by the uſe of a mild bland diet, parti- 
cularly a milk diet; by moderate exerciſe; 
by iſſues and ſetons, either on the breaſt or 
other parts; by preſerving a free diſcharge 
from all the excretories; and by removing 
every cauſe which can either diſturb or ſup- 
preſs the ſecretions, or excretions from the 
body. 


That the body, and particularly that the 
part which has formerly been affected, may 


be 
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be ſtrengthened and defended againſt any 
return of the diſeaſe, food of eaſy digeſtion, 
with the plentiful uſe of diluents, is recom- 
mended. He adviſes alſo the employment 
of bitters, of chalybeate mineral waters, and 
finally, of the Peruvian bark. He affirms, 
that benefit may alſo be derived from the 
uſe of the cold-bath, and from frequently 
waſhing the breaſt with cold water, 
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XVIII. 2 


Zoonomia ; or, The Laws of Organic Life. By 
Eraſmus Darwin, M. D. F. R. S. Author 
of the Botanic Garden. 2 vols, 40. Lon- 
don, 1796. 


F this extenſive publication, which un- 

queſtionably contains many valuable 
cbſervations, we cannot here propole to offer 
any analyſis. But to thoſe readers who 
may not have. an opportunity of examining 
the Work itſelf, we preſume, that a general 
view of the claſſes, orders, genera, and ſpe- 
cies, 1nto which Dr Darwin has diſtributed 
the diſesſes of the human body, may afford 
ſome ſatisfaction. And this we ſhall ſimply 
preſent to them, without any obſervations 
whatever on the comparative merit of this 
and other arrangements, as affording the 
moſt important information to practitioners, 
reſpecting the diagnoſtic marks by ich 
diſeaſes may be beſt known, and the leading 
Vol. I. 0 principles 
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principles on which they may be moſt ſuc. 
ceſsfully combated. 


CLass I. DISEASES OF IRRITATION, 


Or. I. INCREASED IRRITATION. 
G. 1. With increaſed actions of the ſanguiferous 


em. 
Sp. 1. Febris irritativa—Irritative fever. 


2. Ebrietas—Drunkenneſs. 
3. Hzmorrhagia arterioſa—Arterial be- 
morrhage. 
4. Hzmoptoe arterioſa—Spitting of ar. 
terial blood, 
5. Hæmorrhagia narium—Bleeding from 
the noſe. 
G. 2. With increaſed actions of the ſecerning 
Syftem. 
Sp. 1. Calor febrilis—Febrile heat. 
2. Rubor ſebrilis—Febrile redneſs, 
3. Sudor calidus Warm ſweat. 


ſebrilis, Sweat in fevers. G 
—— a labore, S. from exerciſe, 
—— ab igne, S. from fire, Sp 


—— a medicamento, S. from medi- 
cines. 9 
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Cl. I. Or. 1. G. 2. continued. 

. Urina uberior colorata—Copious co- 
loured urine. 

5. Diarrhœa callida—Warm Diarrhcea. 

febrilis, D. from fever. 

carpuloſa, D. from indige- 


ſtion. 


infantum, D. of infants. 
. Salivatio calida— Warm ſalvation. 
. Catarrhus calidus Warm catarrh. 
. ExpeQtoratio calida Warm expeQo- 
ration. | 
9. Exudatio pone aures—Diſcharge be- 
hind the ears. 
10. Gonorrhcea calida - Warm gonorrhea. 
11. Fluor albus calidus—Warm fluor al- 
bus. 
12. Hæmorrhois alba White piles. 
13. Serum e velicatorio—Diſcharge from 
a bliſter. 
14. Perſpiratio fœtida - Fetid perſpiration. 
15. Crines novi—New hairs. 
G. 3. With increaſed actions of the abſorbent 
Item. 
Sp. 1. Lingua arida Dry tongue. 
2. Fauces aridz—Dry throat. 
O 2 Cl. I. 
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Cl. I. Or. 1. G. 3. continued. 
Sp. 3. Nares aridi—Dry noſtrils. 
4. Expectoratio folida—Solid expectora. 
tion. 
5. Conſtipatio alvi.—Coſtiveneſs. 
6. Cutis arida— Dry ſkin. 
7. Urina parcior colorata—Diminiſhed 
coloured urine. 
8. Calculus felleus et icterus —Gallſtone 
and jaundice. 
9. Calculus renis Stone of the kidney. 
10, Calculus veſice—Stone of the blad- 
der. 
11. Calculus arthriticus—Gout-ſtone. 
12, Rheumatiſmus chronicus—-Chronic 


rheumatiſm. 

13. Cicatrix vulnerum—Healing of ul- 
cers. 

14. Cornex obfuſcatio—Scar on the 
cornea. 


G. 4. With increaſed actions of other cavitie: 
and membranes. 
Sp. 1. Nictitatio irritativa—Irritative nicti- 
tation. 
2. Deglutitio irritativa—Irritative de- 
glutition. 


CI. 1 
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CI. I. Or. 1. G. 4. continued. 
Sp. 3. Reſpiratio et tuſſis—Reſpiration and 
cough. 
4. Excluſio bilis—Exclufion of bile. 
5. Dentitio—Teething. 
6. Priapiſmus—Priapiſm. 
7. Diſtenſio mamularum—Diſtenſion of 


the nipples. 

8. Deſcenſus uteri—Deſcent of the ute- 
rus. | 

9. Prolapſus ani—Deſcent of {the rec- 
tum. | 


Io. Lumbricus—Round-worm. 
11. Tznia—Tape-worm. 

12. Aſcarides—Thread-worme. 
13. Dracunculus—Guinea-worm, 
14. Morpiones—Crab-. lice. 

15. Pediculi—Lice. 


G. 5. With increaſed action of the organs of 


ſenſe 

Sp. 1. Viſus acrior—Acuter ſight. 
2. Auditus acrior—Acuter hearing. 
3. Olfactus acrior—Acuter ſmell. 
4. Guſtus acrior—Acuter taſte. 
5. Tactus acrior.—Acuter touch. 


© > Cl. I, 
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Cl. I. Or. 1. Gen. 5. continued. 
Sp. 6. Senſus caloris acrior.—Acuter ſenſe of 
heat. 
7. Senſus extenſionis acrior—Acuter 
ſenſe of extenſion. 
8. Titillatio—Tickling. 
9. Pruritus—ltching, 
10. Dolor urens—Smarting. 
11. Conſternatio—Surpriſe. 


OR. 2. DRCREASED IRRITATION. 


G. I. With increaſed actions of the ſanguiferou: 
ſyſtem. 


Sp. I. Febris initrritativa—Inirritative fever. 
2, Pareſis inirritativa—Inirritative debi- 
lity. 

3. Somnus interruptus-AInterrupted ſleep. 

4. Syncope—Fainting. 

5. Hæmorrhagia venola—Venous hæ- 
morrhage. 

6. Hæmorrhois cruenta — Bleeding piles. 

7, Hæmorrhagia renum— Bleeding from 
the kidneys. 
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Cl. I. Or. 2. G. 1. continued. 
Sp. 8. Hæmorrhagia hepatis — Bleeding from 
the liver. 
9. Hæmoptoe venoſa—Spitting of ve- 
nous blood, 
10. Palpitatio cordis—Palpitation of the 
heart. 
11. Menorrhagia—Exuberunt menſtrua- 
tion. 
12. Dymenorrhagia—Deficient menſtrua- 
tion. 
13. Lochia nimia—Too great lochia. 
14. Abortio ſpontanea—Spyntaneous a- 
bortion. 
15. Scorbutus—Scurvy. 
16. Vibices—Extravaſations of blood. 
17. Petechiæ Purple ſpots. 
G. 2. With decreaſed actions of the ſecernins 
em. | 
Sp. I. Frigus febrile—Coldneſs in fevers. 
chronicum—Permanent coldneſs. 
2. Palor fugitivus—Fugitive paleneſs. 
P. permanens—Permanent paleneſs. 
3. Pus parcius—Diminiſhed pus. 
4. Mucus parcior—Diminiſhed mucus. 
9 Cl. I. 
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Cl. I. Or. 2. G. 2. continued. 
Sp. 5. Urina parcior palida Pale diminiſhed 


urine. 

6. Torpor hepaticus—Torpor of the 
hver. 

7. Torpor pancreatis—Torpor of the 
pancreas. 


8. Torpor renis—Torpor of the kidney, 


9. Punctæ mucoſæ vultus—Mucous ſpots 
on the face. 


10. Maculz cutis flavæ - Tawny ſpots on 
the ſkin. EYE 


11. Canities—Gray hairs. 
12. Callus—Callus. 
13. Cataracta—Cataract. 


14. Innutritio oſſium—Innutrition of the 
bones. 


15. Rachitis—Rickets. 

16. Spinæ diſtortio—Diſtortion of the 
ſpine. 

17. Claudicatio coxaria—Lameneſs of the 
hip. | 

18. Spina protuberans---Protuberant ſpine. 

19. Spina biftida—Divided ſpine. 

20. DefeQtus palati—Defe& of the pa- 


late. 
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Cl. I. Or. 2. continued. 


G. 3. With decreaſed actions of the abſorbent 
ſyſtem. | 


Sp. I. Mucus faucium frigidus—Cold mu- 
cus of the throat. 


2. Sudor frigidus Cold ſweat. 

3. Catarrhus frigidus Cold catarrh. 

4. Expectoratio frigida - Cold expecto- 
ration. 

5. Urina uberior pallida—Copious pale 
urine. | 

6. Diarrhcea ſrigida— Cold diarrhcea, 

7. Fluor albus frigidus—Cold fluor albus. 

8 

9 


. Gonorrhcea ſrigida Cold gonorrhœa. 
Hepatis tumor —Swelling of the liver. 
10. Chloroſis Green ſickneſs. 
11. Hydrocele—Dropſy of the vagina 
teſtis. 
12. Hydrocephalus internus—Dropſy of 
the brain. | 
13, Aſcites—Dropſy of the belly. 
14. Hydrothorax —Dropſy of the cheſt. 
15. Hydrops ovarii—Dropſy of the ovary. 
16. Anaſarca pulmonum—PDropſy of the 
lungs. 
17. Obefitas—Corpulency. 
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Cl. I. Or. 2. G. 3. continued. 
Sp. 18, Splenis tumor--Swelling of the ſpleen. 
19. Genu tumor albus—White ſwelling 
of the knee. 
20. Bronchocele—Swelled throat, 
21. Scrophula—King's evil. 
22. Schirrus—Schirrus. 
23. Schirrus recti Schirrus of the rec- 


tum. 

24. Schirrus urethre—Schirrus of the u- 
rethra. 

25. Schirrus ceſophagi—Schirrus of the 
throat. 


26. Lacteorum inirritabilitasInirritabi- 
lity of the lacteals. 
27. Lymphaticorum inirritabilitas—Inir- 
ritability of the lymphatics. 
G. 4. With decreaſed actions of other cavitie: 
| and membranes. 
Sp. 1. Sitis calida—Warm thirſt, 
Sitis frigida—Cold thirſt. 
2. Eſuries Hunger. 
3. Nauſea ſicca Dry nauſea. 
4. Egritudo ventriculi—Sickneſs of the 
ſtomach. 
. Cardialgia—-Heart-burn, 


Ny 
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Cl. I. Or. 2. G. 4. continued. 
Sp. 6. Arthritis ventriculi—Gout of the 
ſtomach. 
7. Colica flatulenta—Flatulent colic. 
8. Colica faturnina—Colic from lead. 
9. Tympanitis—Tympany. 

10. Hypochondriaſis—Hypochondriaciſm. 

11. Cephalæa frigida— Cold head- ach. 

12. Odontalgia — Tooth: ach. 

13. Otalgia— Ear. ach. 

14. Pleurodyne chronica -Chronical pain 
of the ſide. 

15. Sciatica frigida Cold ſciatica. 

16. Lumbago frigida Cold lumbago. 

17. Hyſteralgia frigida Cold pain of the 
uterus. 

18. ProQtalgia frigida Cold pain of the 
rectum. 

19. Veſicæ felleæ inirritabilitas, et icterus 
— Inirritability of the gall- bladder, 
and jaundice. ; | 

SG. 5. With decreaſed actions of the organs of 
ſenſe. 
SP. I, Stultitia inirritabilis—Folly from inir- 
ritability. 
2. Viſus imminutus—Impaired viſion. 
CI. I. 
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Cl. I. Or. 2. G. 5. continued. 


Sp. 3. Muſcæ volitantes.— Dark moving 


| 


ſpecks. 
4. Strabiſmus—Squinting. 
5. Amauroſis—Pally of the optic nerve. 
6. Auditus imminutus—lmpaired hear- 

ing. 

7. Olfactus imminutus —Impaired ſmell, 
8. Guſtus imminutus—Impaired taſte. 
9. Tactus imminutus—Impaired touch. 
10. Stupor Stupor. | 


OR. 3. RETROGRADE IRRITATIVE MOTIONS, 


G. 1. Of the alimentary canal. 
Sp. I. Ruminatio—Chewing the cud. 


2, RuQus—Eruttation. 

3. Apepſia—Indigeſtion, water-qualm. 

4. Vomitus—Vomiting. 

5. Cholera—Cholera. 

6. Heus—lliac paſſion. 

7. Globus hyſtericus—Hyſteric ſtrangu- 
lation. 

3. Vomendi conamen inane—Vain ef- 
forts to vomit. 

9. Borborigmus—Gurgling of the bowels, 

Cl. J. 


MEDICINE, 1796. 22L 


Cl. I. Gr. 3. G. I. continued. 
Sp. 10. Hyſteria—Hyſteric diſeaſe. 
11. Hydrophobia—Dread of water. 
G. 2. Of the abſorbent ſyſtem. 
Sp. 1. Catarrhus Iymphaticus—Lymphatic 
catarrh. | 
2. Salivatio Iymphatica—Lymphatic ſa- 
livation. | 
3. Nauſea humida—Moailt nauſea. 
4. Diarrhoea lymphatica-—-Lymphatic 
flux. 
5. Diarrhœa chylifera—Flux of the 
chyle. 
6. Diabætes— Diabetes. 
7. Sudor lymphaticus---Lymphatic ſweat. 
8. Sudor aſthmaticus—Aſthmatic ſweat. 
9. Tranſlatio puris—Tranſlation of mat- 
ter. 
10. Tranſlatio laQtis—Tranſlation of milk. 
11. Tranſlatio urinz—Tranilation of urine. 
G. 3. Of the ſanguiferous ſyſtem. 
Sp. 1. Capillarium motus retrogreſſus—Re- 
trograde motion of the capillaries. 
2. Palpitatio cordis—Palpitation of the 
heart. | 
Cl. I. 
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Cl. I. Or. 2. G. 3. continued. 


Sp. 3. Anhelatio ſpaſmodica-—-Spaſmodic 
panting. 


CL. II. DISEASES OF SENSATION. 


OR. 1. INCREASED SENSATION. 


With increaſed action of muſcles. 
. Leglutitio—Deglutition, 
Reſpiratio—Reſpiration. 
| Sternutatio—Sneezing. 
. Anhelitus—Panting. 
. Tuflis ebriorum—Cough of inebriates. 
. Singultus—Hiccough. 
Aſthma humorale—Humoral aſthma. 
. Nictitatio ſenfitiva—Winking from 
pain. 
9. Ofcitatio et pandiculatio—Yawning 
and ſtretching. 
10. 'Teneſmus—Teneſmus. 
11. Stranguria—Strangury. 
12. Parturitio—Parturition, 
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Cl. II. Or. 1. continued. | 
G. 2. With the production of new veſſels by in- 


ternal membranes or glands, with fever. 


Sp. 1, Febris ſenſitiva irritata—Senſitive ir- 


ritated fever, 
2, Opthalmia interna—Inflammation of 
the eye. 
3. Phrenitis Inflammation of the brain. 
4. Peripneumonia Inflammation of the 
lungs. 
Peripneumonia trachealis—Inflamma- 
tion of the croup. 
5. Pleuritis Inflammation of the pleura. 
6. Diaphragmitis— Inflammation of the 
diaphragm, 
7. Carditis—Inflammation of the heart. 
8. Peritonitis—Inflammation of the pe- 
ritoneum. 
9. Meſenteritis— Inflammation of the 


meſentery. 
10, Gaſtritis Inflammation of the ſto— 


mach. 

11. Enteritis Inflammation of the bowels. 
12. Hepatitis Inflammation of the liver. 
13. Splenitis Inflammation of the ſpleen. 
C3. 
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Cl. U. Or. 1. 6. 2. continued. 


Sp. 14. Nephritis —luflammation of the kid. 8 
15. Cyſtitis— Inflammation of the blad- 


der. 
16. Hyſteritis Inflammation of the womb. 
17. Lumbago ſenſitiva Inflammation of 
the loins. | 
18. Iſchias—Inflammation of the pelvis. 
19. Paronychia interna—Inflammation be- 
neath the nails. 


G. 3. With the production of new veſſels by ex- 
ternal membranes or glands, with fever, 


Sp. I. Febris ſenſitiva mirritata—Senſitive 
inirritated tever. | 
2, Eryſipelas irritatum—lIrritated eryſi- 


pelas. 
Eryſipelas inirritatum—Jnirritated e- 
ryſipelas. 
Eryſipelas ſenſitivum—Senſitive ery- 
ſipelas. 1 
3. Tonſillitis interna Internal angina. : 


Tonſillitis ſuperficialis—Superficial an 


gina. | 
Tonſillitis inirritata—lInirricated angi- 
na u 
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Cl. II. Or. 1. G. 3. continued. 


Sp. 4. Parotitis ſuppurans--—--Suppurative 


mumps. 
Parotitis mutabilis—Mutable mumps. 


Parotitis felina—Mumps of cats. 
5. Catarrhus ſenſitivus —-Inflammatory 
catarrh. 
6. Catarrhus contagioſus —-Contagious 
catarrh. 
Catarrhus equinus et caninus—Ca- 
tarrh among horſes and dogs. 
7. Peripneumonia ſuperficialis—Superfi- 
cial peripneumony. 
8. Pertuſhs—Chincough. 
9. Variola diſcreta—Diſtin& ſmall-pox. 
Variola confluens—Confluent ſmall. 


POX. 
Variola innoculata—Inoculated ſmall- 


pox. 
10. Rubeola irritata—lIrritated meaſles. 
Rubeola inirritata-Inirritated mealles, 
II. Scarlatina mitis—NMild ſcarlet-fever. 
Scarlatina maligna—Malignant fcar- 


let. ſever. 
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CI. II. Or. 1. G. 3. continued. 
Sp. 12. Miliaria ſudatoria—Sudatory miliary 
fever. 
Miliaria irritata—Irritated miliary. 
Miliaria inirritata—lnirritated miliary 
fever. 

13. Peſtis—Plague. | 

Peſtis vaccinia—Plague of horned 
cattle. 1 

14. Pamphigus—Bladdery fever. 

1 5. Varicella—Chicken-pox. 

16. Urticaria Nettle raſh. 

17. Aphtha ſenſitiva—Senſitive thruſh. 
Aphtha irritata—Irritated thruſh. 
Aphtha inirritata—lnirritated thruſh, 

18, Dyſenteria—Bloody-flux. 

19. Galiritis ſuperficialis—Superficial in- 
flammation of the ſtomach. 

20. Enteritis ſuperficialis—Superficial in- 

flammation of the bowels, 


on 
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Cl. II. Or. 1. continued. 
G. 4. With the production of new veſſels by in- 
ternal membranes or glands, without 
Fever. 
Sp. I. Ophthalmia ſuperficialis—Superficial 
ophthalmy. 
Ophthalmia lymphatica—-Lymphatic 
ophthalmy. 
Ophthalmia equina—Ophthalmy of 
horſes. 
2. Pterigion—Eye-wing. 
3. Tarſitis palpebrarum—Red eye-lids, 
4. Hordeolum—Stye. 
5. Paronychia ſuperficilias—Whitlow, 
6. Gutta roſea hepatica—Hepatic pim- 
pled face. 
Gutta roſea ſtomatica—Stomatic pim- 
pled face. | 
Gutta roſea hereditaria—Hereditary 
pimpled face. 
7. OdontitisIndamed tooth. 
8 Otitis Inflamed ear. 
9. Fiſtula lachrymalis—Fiſtula lachry- 
malis. 
10. Filtula in ano—TFiſtula in ano. 
P 2 C1, II. 
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CI. II. Or. 1. G. 4. continued. 


Sp. 11. Hepatitis chronica—Chronical he. 


patitis. 

12. Scrophula ſuppurans—Suppurating 

ſcrophula. 

13. Scorbutus ſuppurans—Suppurating 
ſcurvy. | 

14. Schirrus ſuppurans—-Suppurating 
ſchirrus. 

15. Carcinoma Cancer. 

16. Arthrocele—Swelling of the j . 


17. Arthropuoſis—Suppuration of the 


joints. 
18. Caries ofium—Caries of the bones. 


G. 5. With the production of new weſſels by ex- 


ternal membranes or glands, without 


fever. 


Sp. I. Gonorrhcea venerea—Clap. 


2. Syphilis—Venereal diſeaſe. 
Lepra—Leproſy. 
Elephantiaſis—Elephantiaſis, 
Frambœſia - Frambœſia. 

. Plora—ltch. 

Pſora ebriorum—ltch of drunkards. 
. Herpes—Herpes, 

Zona ignea—vhingles. 
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Cl. II. Or. 1. G. 5. continued. 
Sp. 10. Annulus repens - Ring- wor m. 
11. Tinea capitis —Scald-head. 
12+ Cruſtea lactea — Milk cruſt. 
13. Trichoma—Plica Polonica. 
G. 6. With fever conſequent to the production 
of new veſſels or fluids. 
Sp. I. Febris ſenſitiva—Senſitive fever. 
2. F. a pure clauſo—PFever from con- 
cealed matter. 
3. F. a vomica—F. from vomica. 
4. F. ab empyemate—F. from empyema. 
5. F. meſenterica—Meſenteric fever. 
6. F. a pure atrato—F. from acrated 
matter. 
7. F. a phthifi—F. from conſumption. 
8. F. ſcrophulola—Scrophulous fever. 
9. F. iſchiadica—F. from iſchias. 
10. F. arthropuodica—F. from joint- evil. 
II. F. a pure contagiolo—F, from con- 
tagious matter. 
12. F. varioloſa ſecondaria -F. ſecondary 
of ſmall- pox. 
13. F. carcinomatoſa - Cancerous fever. 
14. F. venerea — Venereal fever. 
P 3 "C10; 
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CI. II. Or. 1 G. 6. continued. 
Sp. 15. F. a ſanie contagioſa—F. from con. 
tagious ſanies. 


16. F. puerpera—Puerperal fever. 
17. F a ſphacelo—F. from ſphacelus. 


G. 7. With increaſed action of the organs of 


ſenſe 
Sp. 1. Delirium febrile Delirium of fevers. 
2. D. maniacale—Maniacal delirium. 
3. D. ebrietatis—D. of drunkenneſs. 
4. Somnium— Dreams. 
5. Hallucinatio viſus-—-Deception of 
fight. | 
H. auditus—Deception of hearing. 
Rubor a colore—Bluſh from heat. 
R. jucunditatis—Bluſh from joy. 
Priapiſmus amatorius—Amorous pria- 
piſm. 
10. Diſtentio mamularum Diſtenſion of 
nipples. 


989 


Ox. 2. DECREASED SENSATION. 
G. 1. With decreaſed action of the general 
ſyſtem. | 
Sp. 1. Stultitia inſenſibilis—Folly from in- 
ſenſibility. 
Cl. II 
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Cl. II. Or. 2. G. 1. continued. 
Sp. 2. Tædium vite—Irkſomeneſs of life. 
3. Pareſis ſenſitiva ea itive dedility. 
G. 2. With decreaſed actions of particular or- 
gans. 
Sp. I. Anorexia - Want of appetite. 
2. Adipſia - Want of thirſt. 
3. Impotentia—Impotence. 
. Sterilitas—Barrennelſs. 
5. Inſenſibilitas artuum.—Inſenſibility of 


the limbs. 

6. Dyſuria inſenſitivaInſenſibility of the 
bladder. 

7. Accumulatio alvina—-Accumulation 
of feces. 


OR. 3. RETROGRADE SENSITIVE MOTIONS. 


G. 1. Of excretory duds. 
Sp. I. Motus retrogreſſus uretrum—Retro- 
grade motion of the ureters. 
2. M. r. urethre—R. m. of the urethra. 
3. M. r. ductus choledoci—R. m. of the 
bile- duct. 
P 4 CLass 
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CLAss III. DISEASES OF VOLITION. 


„ 2; 


OR. I. INCREASED VOLITION. 
With increaſed action of the muſcles. 


Sp. 1. JaQtitatio—Relſtleſineſs. 


2. 
3· 


4. 


GL 


13. 
14. 
15. 


Tremor febrilis—Febrile trembling. 
Clamor—Screaming. 
Riſus—Laughter. 
Convulſio - Convulſion. 

Con. debilis— Weak convulſion. 
Con. dolorifica—Painful convulſion. 


Epilepſia—Epilepſy. 

Ep. dolorifica.—Painful epilepſy. 

. Somnambuliſmus—Sleep-walking. 
. Aſthina convulſivum-—-..Convullive - 


aſthma. 


. Aſt. dolorificum—Painful aſthma. 
Stridor dentium—Graſhing of the 


teeth. 
Tetanus triſmus—Cramp of the jaw. 
Tet. dolorificus—Paintul cramp. 
Hydrophobia—Dread of water. 


G. 2. With increaſed actions of the organs if 


OP. I. 


2. 


Senſe. 
Mania mutabilis—WMutable madneſs. 
Studium inane—Reverie. 


Cl. III. 
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15. 
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18. 
19. 
20. 
IT. 
22. 
23. 
24. 
25. 
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Cl. III. Or. x G. 2. continued. 


Vigilia— Watchfulneſs. 
Erotomania— Sentimental love. 
Amor ſui Vanity. 

. Noſtalgia—Defire of home. 


Spes religioſa—Superititious hope. 
Suberbia ſtemmatis Pride of family. 


. Ambitio—Ambition. 
. Mxror—Grief. 


. Tadium vie-—tkfoamd; of life. 
I2. 


Deſiderium pulchretudinis—-Loſs of 
beauty. 

Paupertatis timor—PFear of poverty. 

Lethi timor—Fear of death. 

Orci timor—PFear of hell. 

Satyriaſis—Luſt. 

Ira— Anger. 

Rabies— Rage. 

Citta—Depraved appetite. 

Cacoſitia—Averſion to food. 

Syphilis 1maginaria—Imaginary pox. 

Plora imaginaria—Imaginary itch. 

Tabes 1maginaria—lImaginary tabes. 

Sympathia aliena—Pity. 

Educatio hercica—Heroic education. 
Cl. III. 
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Cl. III. continued. 


OR. 2. DzcrrastD VOLITION; 


G. 1. With decreaſed action of muſcles. 
Sp. I. I. aſſitudo Fatigue. 
2. Vacillatio ſenilis—See-ſaw of old age. 
3. Tremor ſenilis Tremor of old age. 
4. Brachiorum paralyſis—Palſy of the 
arms. 


5. Raucedo paralytica—Paralytic hoarſe- 
nels, | 
6. Veſicæ urinariæ paralyſis—Palſy of 
the bladder. | 
7. ReCti paralyſis—Palſy of the rectum. 
8. Pareſis voluntaria—Voluntary debillity. 
9. Catalepſis—Catalepſy. 
10. Hemiplegia—Pally of one ſide. 
11. Paraplegia - Palſy of the lower limbs. 
12. Somnus— Sleep. 
13. Incubus—Night- mare. 
14. Lethargus—Lethargy. 
15. Syncope epileptica - Epileptic faint- 
ing. 
16. Apoplexia—Apoplexy. 
17. Mors a frigore—Death from cold. 
Cl. III. 
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Cl. UI. Or. 2. continued. 
G. 2. With decreaſed actions of the organs of 
ſenſe 
Sp. I. Recollectionis jatura—Loſs of recol- 
legion. 
2. Stultitia voluntaria—Voluntary folly. 
3. Credulitas—C redulity. 


CL. IV. DISEASES OF ASSOCIATION. 


OR. I. INCREASED ASSOCIATE MOTIONS. 


G. 1. Catenated with irritative motions. 
Sp. 1. Rubor vultus pranſorum—t luſhing of 
the face after dinner. 

2. Sudor ſtragulis immerſorum—Sweat 

from covering the face in bed. 

3. Ceſſatio ægritudinis cute excitata— 
Cure of ſickneſs by ſtimulating the 
kin. 

4. Digeſtio aucta frigore cutaneo— Di- 
geſtion increaſed by coldneſs of the 
ſkin. 

5. Catarrhus a frigore cutaneo—Catarrh 
from cold ſkin. 


Cl. IV. 
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Cl. IV. Or. 1. G. 1. continued. 

Sp. 6. Abſorptio cellularis aucta vomitu— 

Cellular abſorption increaſed by 
vomiting. 

7. Singultus nephriticus—Nephritic hic- 
cough. 

8. Febris irritativa—lIrritative fever. 

G. 2. Catenated with ſenſitive motions. 
Sp. 1. Lachrymarum fluxus ſy inpatheticus 
Sympathetic tears 

2. Sternutatio a lumine—Sneezing from 
light. | 

3. Dolor dentium a ſtridore Tooth. edge 
from grating ſounds. 

4. Riſus iardonicus—Sardonic ſmile. 

5. Saliva fluxus cibo viſo—Flux of ſa- 
liva at fight of food. 

6. Tenſio mamularum viſo puerulo— 
Tenfion of the nipples of lacteſ- 
cent women at the ſight of a child. 

7. Tenſio penis in bydrophobia— Ten- 
ſion of the penis in hydrophobia. 

3, Teneſmus calculoſus—Teneſmus from 
ſtone. 

9. Pulypus narium ex aſcaride Poly- 

pus of the noſe from aſcarides. 
| Cl. IV. 


A” 


Sp. I 
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Cl. IV. Or. 1 G. 2. continued. 
o. Crampus ſurarum in Diarrhœa 
Cramp from diarrhœa. 


11. Zona ignea nephritica-—-Nephritic 


ſhingles. 


12. Eruptio variolarum—Eruption of the 


13. 


14. 


mall. pox. 
Gutta roſea ſtomatica—Stomatic roſy 
drop. 


Gutta roſea hepatica—Hepatic roſy 
drop. 


15. Podagra—Gout. 


16 


17 
18 


19 


. Rheumatiſmus—Rheumatiſm. 

Eryſipelas— Eryſipelas. 

. Teſtium tumor a gonorrhœa—8Swell- 
ed teſtis in gonorrhea, 


. Teſttum tumor in parotide—Swelled 
teſtis in mumps. 


G. 3. Catenaied with voluntary motion. 
Sp. 1. Deglutitio invitaInvoluntary deglu- 


tition. 


2. Nictitatio invita—Invol. nictitation. 
3. Riſus invitus—lInvol. laughter. 
4. Luſus digitorum invitus—lavoluntary 


action with the fingers. 
Cl. IV. 
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C1. IV. Or. 1. G 3. continued. 
Sp. 5. Unguium morſiuncula invita—Invo. 
luntary biting of the nails. 
6. Vigilia invita—lTvv. watch fulneſs. 
G. 4. Catenated with external influences. 
Sp. 1. Vita ovi—Life of an egg. 
2. Vita hiemi dormentium—Life of win- 
ter-ſleepers. 
3. Pullulatio arborum—Budding of trees. 
4. Orgaſmatis venerei periodi Periode 
of venereal deſire. 
5 Brachii concuſſio electrica Electric 
ſhock through the arm. | 
6. Oxygenatio ſanguinis— Oxygenation 
of the blood. 
7. HumeQatio corporis Humedctation of 
the body. 
Ox. 2. DECREASED ASSOCIATF MOTIONS, 
G. 1. Catenated with irritative motions. 
Sp. 1, Cutis frigida pranſforum—Chillneſs at. 
ter dinner. 
2. Palor urinæ pranſorum— Pale urine af. 
ter dinner. 
3. Palor urin æ a frigore cutaneo—Pale 
urine from cold ſkin. 


Cl. IV. 
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Cl. IV. Or. 1. G. 2. continued. 
4. Palor ex zgritudine—Paleneſs from 
ſickneſs. 
5. Dyſpncea a balneo frigida —Shortneſs 
of breath from cold- bathing. 
6. Dyſpepſia a pedibus frigidis—Indige- 
ſtion from cold feet. 
7. Tuſſis a pedibus frigidis—Cough from 
cold feet. 
8. Tuſſis hepatica Liver cough. 
9. Tuſſis arthritica—Gout- cough. 
10. Vertigo rotatoria—Rotatory vertigo. 
11. V. Viſualis—Viſual vertigo. 
12. V. ebrioſa—lnebriate vertigo. 
13. V. febriculoſa—Fevreriſh vertigo. 
14. V. cerebroſa Vertigo from the brain. 
15. Murmur aurium vertiginoſum.—Noiſe 
in the ears. 
16. Tactus, guſtus, olfactus, vertiginoſi 
—Vertiginous touch, taſte, ſmell. 
17. Pulſus mollis a vomitione—Soft pulſe 
in vomiting. 
18, Pulſus intermittens a ventriculo—In- 
termittent pulſe from the ſtomach, 
19. Febris inirritativa—Inirritative fever. 
Cl. IV. 
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Cl. IV. Or. 2. continued. 
G. 2. Catenated with ſenſitive motions. 
Sp. 1. Torpor genæ a dolore dentis—Cold- 
neſs of the cheek from tooth-ach. 
2. Stranguria a dolore veſice—Strangu- 
ry from pain of the bladder. 
3 Stranguria convulfiva-—-Convullive 
ſtrangury. 

4. Dolor termini duQus choledochi— 
Pain of the end of the bile-duct. 

5. Dolor pharyngis ab acido gaſtrico— 
Pain of the throat from gaſtric acid. 

6. Pruritus narium a vermibus—It ching 
of the noſe from worms. 

7. Cephalæa— Head ach. 

8. Hemicrania et otalgia— Partial head- 
ach and ear-ach. 

9. Dolor humeri in hepatitide—Pain of 
the ſhoulder in hepatitis. 

10. Torpor pedum variola erumpente— 
Cold feet in the eruption of ſmall- 
pox. 

11. Teſtium dolor nephriticus—Nephritic 
pain of the teſtis. 


6 
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Cl. IV. Or. 2. G. 2. continued. 


Sp. 12. Dolor digitt minimi ſympatheticus— 


13. 


14. 


G. 3. 
Sp. I. 


IN 


© wn 


Pain of the little finger from ſym- 
pathy. 

Dolor brachii in hydrope pectoris 
Pain of the arm in dropſy of the 
cheſt, 

Diarrhea a dentitione —-Diarrhœa 
from teething. 

Catenated with voluntary motions. 

Titubatio Ilinguzw—lmpediment of 
ſpeech. 


Chorea Sancti Viti—St Vitus's dance. 


Riſus—Laughter, 


Tremor ex ira Trembling from an- 


ger. 


. Rubor ex ira Redneſs from anger. 
. Rubor criminati—Blulh of guilt. 


7. Tarditas paralytica—Slowneſs from 


Sp. 1 


a 7 


3. 
Vol.. I. Q Cl, IV. 


palſy, 


. Tarditas ſenilis—Slowneſs of age. 
. Catenated with external influences. 


Somni periodus—Period of ſleep. 
Studu inanis p.—P. of reverie. 
Hemicraniæ p.—P. of headach. 
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Cl. IV. Or. 2. G. 4. continued. 
Sp. 4. Epilepſiæ dolorifice periodus —Pe- 
riod of painful epilepſy. 
5, Convulſionis dolorificæ p.—P. of pain- 
ful convulſion. 
6. Tuſſis periodicæ p.—P. of periodic 
cough. 
7. Catameniæ p.—P. of catamenia. 
8. Hæmorrhoidis p.—P. of the piles. 
9. Podagræ p.—P. of the gout. 
10. Eryſipelatis p.— P. of erylipelas. 
11. Febrium p.— P. of fevers. 


Or. 3. OF RETROGRADE ASSOCIATE 
MOTIONS. 


G. 1. Catenated with irritative motions. 
Sp. I. Diabetes irritata—Diabetes from irri- 
tation. 


2. Sudor frigidus in aſthmate Cold ſweat 

in aſthma, 
3. Diabetes a timore---Diabetes from fear. 
4. Palor et tremor a timore—Palene' | 
and trembling from fear. l 


Cl. IV. 
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Cl. IV. Or. 3. G. 1. continued. 
Sp. 6. Palpitatio cordis a timore—Palpita- 
tion of the heart from fear. 
7. Abortio a timore - Abortion from fear. 
8. Hyſteria a timore—-Hyſterics from 
fear. 
G. 2. Catenated with ſenſitive motions. 
Sp. I. Nauſea idealis N auſea from ideas. 
2. Nauſea conceptu—Nauſea from con- 
ception. | 
3. Vomitio vertiginoſa—Vomiting from 
vertigo. | 
4. V. a calculo in uretere—V. from ſtone 
in the ureter. 
5. V. ab inſultu paralytico- V. from 
ſtroke of palſy. 
6. V. a titillatione faucium—V. from tick- 
ling of the throat. 
7. V. a cute ſympathetica -V. from ſym- 
pathy of the ſkin. 
G. 3. Catenated with voluntary motions. 
Sp. 1. Ruminatio—Ru:mination. 


2. Vomitio voluntaria—-Voluntary vo- 
miting. 


Q 2 Cl. Iv. 
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Cl. IV. Or. 3. G. 3. continued. 
SP. 3. Eructatio voluntaria—Voluntary eruc. 
tation, ; 
G. 4. Catenated with external influences. 
Sp. 1. Catarrhus periodicus—Periodical ca- 
tarrh. 
2. Tuſſis periodicus--Periodic cough. 
3. Hyſteria a frigore—Hyſterics from 
cold, 
4. Nauſea pluvialis—Sickneſs againſt rain. 
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XIX, 


Conſiderations on the Medicinal Uſe, and on the 
Production, of Faditious Airs. Part I. by 
T. Beddoes, M. D.—Part II. by James 
Watt, Engineer ; Edition 2d. —Part III. by 
T. Beddoes, M. D. and James Watt, En- 
gineer. 840. London, 1795. 
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HE two firſt parts of theſe conſiderations 

are fo generally known, not only to 
medical men, but to the public at large, that 
it appears unneceſlary to offer, in this work, 
any analyſis of their contents. 

Dr Beddoes's object, in the firſt part, is 
to recommend the trial of various chemical 
agents, chiefly gaſſes, for the cure of diſ- 
eaſes. Mr Watt, in the ſecond part, points 
out the manner of preparing the ſeveral 
gaſſes, deſcribes the neceſſary apparatus, and 
mentions ſome indiſpenſible cautions. 

The third part contains ample proofs, that 
the arguments and facts, ſo ingeniouſly and 
candidly ſtated in the former publication, 
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have, notwithſtanding the prejudices which 
oppoſe the introduction of all new methods 
of treating diſeaſes, had the influence to ex- 
tend greatly the pneumatic practice. 

As we do not think that any practitioner 
ought to apply the powerful remedies, of 
which this work contains an account, with- 
out a careful examination of the original, 
we ſhall, inſtead of an analyſis, preſent our 
readers with a ſhort view of the caſes in 
which the gaſſes have been employed; and 
ſhall notice a few of the many intereſting 
particulars communicated by Dr Beddoes, 
or his correſpondetits. By theſe means we 
hope to conttibute ſomewhat towards turn- 
ing the attention of praQitioners in gene- 
ral to the effects of aerial remedies. 

Dr Beddoecs has to the third part ſubjoin- 
ed a table, exhibiting, at one view, the el- 
ſential circumſtances of the caſes, in which, 
according to his knowledge, faCtitious airs 
have been employed. From this the fullow- 
ing account 1s taken. 

Amaureſis and impaired ſenſes, Of tix 
caſes, in which the oxygene gas, in various 
ſtates of dilution, was employed, in one, the 

benefit 
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benefit was great, but not permanent ; con- 
fiderable and permanent in two; and in the 
remainder no advantage whatever accrued : 
In one of the latter, the hydro-carbonate 
gas was employed after the diluted oxygene, 
but with equal inefficacy. 

Anaſarca general and of the lungs. Afcites. 
In four cafes, oxygene diluted, and in one 
in a pure ſtate, was exhibited; in three a 
cure was effected. It was in one of the 
two unſucceſsful caſes that the undiluted 
oxygene was uſed. 

Aſthma and dyſpnea. Conſiderable benefit 
was derived 1n one caſe from hydrogene gas, 
in the proportion of one third to atmoſpheri- 
cal air, and in another from diluted hydro- 
carbonate. In five a permanent cure was 
accompliſhed, and in one great benefit was 
felt from diluted oxygene: In two, the ſame 
remedy, although the trial was imperfect, 
produced much eaſe: In one caſe, oxygene 
extremely diluted, when continued for fix 
weeks, aggravated the complaints. After— 
wards the oxygene was given in the fore- 
noon, and diluted hydrogene in the even- 


Q 4 ing; 
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ing; by which means a permanent cure was 
effected. 

Chlorefts and ſenſibility increaſed, with irri. 
tability Cor contractility) diminiſhed. Oxy. 
gene diluted (in one inſtance pure) produced 
a cure in five, great benefit in two, and much 
relief in other two caſes. 


Dyſpepſia. Diluted oxygene was fairly 
tried in three caſes; of which, two were cu- 
red, and one much relieved. In other two 
caſes, where the trial was imperfect, there 
were evidently temporary good effects. 

Epilepſy. In one cale, the diſeaſe ſeemed 
aggravated by the diluted oxygene ; and in 
another it was not cured. 

Hypochondriafts. Two cures were effected 
by the diiuted oxygene; and in one Calc 
there was great permanent benefit. 

Palſy. Precilcly the ſame reſults as in hy- 
pochondriaſis were experienced from the ule 
ot the ſame remedy. 

Phthifical cachexy and phthiſis. A perfect 
cure was produced, in one cale, by pure hy- 
drogene ; and, in another, by carbonic acid. 
The hydro-carbonate, diluted, cured in two 


cales ; 
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caſes ; in four caſes, where the trial was im- 
perfect, it evidently gave relief; and in one, 
it was inefficacious. In three caſes, hydro- 
gene diluted relieved, but it did not cure: In 
one caſe, it was employed equally unſuceſs- 
fully, after the uſe of hydro-carbonate. 

Pneumonia, croup, and catarrh. Hydrogene 
pure in one inſtance, and in the others di- 
luted, cured completely in three caſes. The 
ſame benefit accrued from azote in one caſe, 
æther vapour in another, the internal uſe of 
yeaſt in a third, and hydro-carbonate diluted 
in a fourth. Hydrogene diluted failed in 
one inſtance, as did allo azote and the car- 
bonic acid diluted. | 

On theſe diſeaſes, Dr Beddoes has the fol- 
lowing intereſting note.“ Theſe are molt ſe- 
“ rious diſorders in our climate, and in 
* which we may look for great benefit from 
* airs. The pneumatic treatment may, I 
think, be regulated thus: In and near the 
firſt or dry ſtage, (when the abſorbents 
ſeem to be moſt excited), hydrogene, or 
azote ſhould be given. In the laſt or moiſt 
ſtage, which is very fatal to old people, 
and dangerous to all, where the abforb- 
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„ ents have been debilitated by the prece- 
ding inflammation, or by any other pre. 
* vious cauſe, diluted oxygene ſhould be 
© cautiouſly given, perhaps with hydro- car. 
* bonate alſo. In the intermediate ſtages, 
give hydrogene, if you want to abate in- 
*« flammation ; but oxygene, if the function 
of reſptration requires aſſiſtance, as in the 
«+ laſt ſtage, with old and weak people, where 
* medicines will do little or nothing.” 
Typhus. Oxygene diluted produced in- 
tant relief, and a complete cure in one 
caſe : In another, yeaſt was given internally, 
and the progreſs of the cure was very rapid. 
Ulcers, cancerous, foul, ſtrumous, In two 
caſes of cancerous mammæ, eaſe was ſoon 
experienced from the external application of 
arbonic acid gas. In three caſes of foul 
ulcers of the leg, the inhalation of OXY» 
gene, moderately diluted, effected a complete 
cure. In one caſe of ſtrumous ulcer, great 
benefit aroſe from the uſe of oxygene, and 
hydro-carbonate with oxygene. A caſe of tu- 
mers ard ulcer was cured by oxygene, little 


diluted : 
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diluted : The ſame remedy removed a white 
ſwelling of the knee. Many patients had 
ſcrophulous ſores cured by ſorrel poultices ; 
and in many, foul ulcers and mortifications 
yielded to the charcoal-poultice, as did cu- 
taneous eruptions to the external uſe of 
yeaſt. One patient, with a humour in the 
face of two years ſtanding, was cured, but 
not permanently, (probably from the trial 
being imperfect), by means of diluted oxy- 
gene. The charcoal-poultice in one inſtance 
cured carbuncular tumors, and in another 
removed an obſlinate affection of the noſe, 
of two years ſtanding, which had reſiſted 
all the moſt ordinary means adopted in caſes 
where external parts have a carcinomatous 
appearance. | 

From the above ſummary it will be per- 
ceived, that of the ſeveral chemical agents 
recommended or ſuggeſted in the firlt part 
of Dr Beddoes's conſiderations, the gaflcs 
alone have hitherto been chicfly tried. 

In the volume of Medical Commentaries 
for 1795, p. 368. we ſtated the advantages 
which Dr Garnet had obferved in cafes of 
florid conſumption, from the uſe of the kali 

ſulphuratum 
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ſulphuratum and the powder of charcoal, 
Mr Paterſon has lately recommended, from 
extenſive experience, a ſolution of nitre in 
_ vinegar, in caſes of ſea-ſcurvy: And Dr 
Johnſtone of Birmingham has experienced 
conſiderable benefit from the internal uſe of 
charcoal-powder. May we not therefore in- 
fer, that the baſes of the moſt active gaſſes 


may operate upon the ſyſtem through the 
medium of the ſtomach ? 


Were this found practicable, we ſhould 
probably be poſſeſſed of many powerful re- 
medies for diſorders at preſent deemed in- 
curable, remedies within the reach of practi- 
tioners in fgeneral, and of patients of all de- 
nominations. Such means would not ſuper- 
ſede the practice of applying gaſles imme- 
diately to the lungs; for that might be had 
recourſe to in caſes too urgent to be benefit- 

ed by the comparatively ſlow effects of medi- 
cines received into the ſtomach; and, be- 
ſides, were it clearly and unequivocally aſcer- 
tained, that medicines taken internally pro- 
cuce effects as chemical agents, the preju— 
dices againſt the pneumatic practice would 
ſoon be diſſipated. 


We 
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We now proceed to notice ſome intereſting 
particulars continued in the third part of the 
conſiderations. 

The following obſervations are made by 
Dr Thornton on the caſe of Sir William 
Chambers; a very diſtinct account of which 
is communicated by Sir William himſelf. Sir 
William's complaints were anaſarca, with 
ſymptoms of hydrothorax, and the remedies 
employed were bitters, aperients occaſionally, 
and the daily inhalation of diluted oxygene 
gas. 

* 1. As the average doſe was 1500 cubic 
inches of atmoſpheric air, ſuperoxygenated 
at firſt by one, and afterwards by two quarts 
of vital air, does not this caſe of anaſarca 
prove, that ſuch a mixture has no contemp- 
tible power ? | 

« 2. As the ſuperoxygenated air was inha- 
led at firſt for near two months ſucceſſively, 
once each day, and afterwards, for eight 
months, three or tour times a-week, it ſeems 
to prove, that this remedy may be employed 
for a great length of time without injury, 
care being taken to leave it off when any 

accidental inflammatory attack ſupervenes, 


and 
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and when the tongue has a white appearance, 
in the ſame way as bark, and all other tonic 
and exciting remedies, would be omitted un- 
der ſimilar indications. 

* 3. After the inhalation of the ſuperoxy- 
genated air, (the quantity of air uſually 
drawn into the lungs being four pints at a 
forced inſpiration), a ſenſe of warmth was | 
diffuſed throughout the body. Sir William 
Chambers frequently noticed, that the extre- 
mities of his fingers, which were before co- 
lourleſs, were ſuffuſed with red blood, the 
{mall veſſels on the ſurface of the cheeks be- 
came more florid, the veins filled out, and 
the pulſe, which was ninety, and weak, roſe 
in tulneſs, but diminiſhed in number from 
{ix to ten in a minute. 

& 4, Is the removal of the anaſarca, the 
recovery of muſcular power, the increaſe of 
ſtrength, to be aſcribed ſolely to the inhala- 
tion of a ſuperoxygenated air—to the power 
of tonic remedies—or to both conjointly ?” 

To the laſt opinion Dr Thornton gives his 
aflent, from an experience of above two your 
in the pneumatic practice, 

4-6; Was 


— 
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6 5, Was not a deficiency of vital air 
in the ſyſtem ſhewn, not only from the na- 
ture of this diſeaſe, from incapacity for mul- 
cular motion, coldneſs of the extremities, de- 
fect of the colour which is natural to the 
cheeks in the ſtate of health; but alſo from 
the tremulous motion of the hand, when 
holding the tube connected with the ma- 
chine for the inhalation of the air ; for theſe 
went off in proportion as the ſyſtem became 
oxygenated. 

66 6. As the uſual reinedies are employed 
which the prudent phyſician preſcribes, ac- 
cording to the circumſtances of the caſe, and 
as the patient loſes no chance in the expe- 
riment, and the ſuperoxygenated air in a 
ſtate of great dilution is proved to be by no 
means a dangerous remedy ; have not practi- 
tioners great reaſon for adopting in future this 
new power under ſimilar circumſtances ?”? 

To theſe Dr Beddoes has ſubjoined the fol. 
lowing remarks. 

7. As patients in general, though warn- 
ed to the contrary, make greater efforts of 
reſpiration, when they draw the air out of 
a reſervoir, does not the ſame quantity of 


atmoſpheric 
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atmoſpheric air oxygenate the ſyſtem more 
in this mode of adminiſtering it, than in or. 
dinary breathing? And may not the exer. 
ciſe attending this mode of reſpiration be 
of ſervice? This laſt circumſtance deſerves 
attention.“ 


Dr Garnet had ſuggeſted, that“ mercury 


4 derives moſt of its activity from its being 
in the ſtate of an oxyd.“ Does the fol. 
lowing account of Dr Thornton afford any 
ſupport to this opinion? 

« The practitioner now and then meets 
with peculiar habits in which mercury ſeems 
to have no action, and again with other caſes 
in which mercury is immediately carried off 
by ptyaliſm, violent ſweats, or exceſſive diar- 
rhœa. In both theſe ſtates I was deſirous to 
ſee the vital air tried, but as yet have been 
able to obſerve its ſalutary effects only in the 
latter inſtance. 

A wealthy merchant of the city of Lon- 
don, after inebriation, became the victim 
of indiſcreet indulgence. Mercury was had 


recourſe to in the form of pills, and unguent; 


but theſe produced the greateſt derangement 


in his health, and affected almoſt inſtantly 
the 
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the ſalivary glands. The primary ſymptoms 
being however ſubdued, his ſurgeon, an able 
and experienced practitioner, thought fit to | 
leave off the mercury, ſeeing it was ſo inimical 
to his conſtitution : and for ſome time the pa- 
tient believed himſelf ſafe ; but this Proteous 
diſeaſe broke out in another form, and that 
unfortunately at the time when he had juſt 
married. He was ſalivated again; but could 
not retain, according to Bell, ſufficient mer- 
cury to eſtabliſh a cure; or rather, the mer- 
curial action was at firſt too violent and local 
to be kept up a ſufficient time to produce a 
permanent benefit: hence this cruel diſorder 
afflicted him for more than the ſpace of two 
years. When I ſaw him, the ſurface of his 
body was deformed by dreadful blotches : he 
had an ulcer on the lungs, attended by hard 
cough, and bloody purulent expectoration, 
with other horrid marks of this dreadful 
ſcourge of illicit deſires. Meſſ. Walker and 
Phipps, ſeeing this gentleman in ſo deplorable 
a ſtate, and having witneſſed the relief ariſing 
from the aerial practice in the caſe of a ſer- 
vant-maid, whom, though not a ſervant of 

Vor. I. | R the 
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the family, they humanely lodged in their 
houſe, and who was in the laſt ſtage of a pul- 
monary conſumption, adviſed him by all 

means to conſult both me and Mr Hill. 
From my former reſidence at the Hot. 
wells near Briſtol, and from frequent conver. 
ſation with the late Dr Rigg, phyſician at that 
place, I was convinced of the fatality of con- 
ſumption from venereal ulcers; and though 
the caſe was not the one I had chalked out 
in my mind for the firſt trial of the vital air, 
yet, as perhaps it afforded the only chance of 
recovery, I urged its uſe. Mr Hill accord- 
ingly gave him each day the ſuperoxygena- 
ted air, in the proportion of two quarts to 
a thouſand cubic inches of atmoſpheric; 
and, by way of medicine, he had muriated 
mercury in the ſtrongeſt decoction of bark, 
and two grains of opium at night: IIe was 
occaſionally purged. By this courſe, witk- 
out any violent effect from the mercury, he 
was in three weeks clear from all defæda- 
tions of the ſkin; in a month, the ulcer 
on the lungs was healed, and the other 
marks of venereal affection diſappeared ; and 
in 
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in ſix weeks he went to Margate, deeming 
himſelf cured. 

« Aqueltion here naturally ariſes, Whether 
the cure in this caſe proceeded from a dit- 
ferent adminiſtration of mercury, or from 
the combined operation of ſuperoxygenated 
air? Theſe doubts mult often occur to a pri- 
vate practitioner, before the acquiſition of 
more facts.“ 

On the operation of yeaſt as an internal 
remedy, Dr Pearſon of Birmingham offers 
the following remarks. 

* So much has lately been ſaid in favour 
of yeaſt as a remedy in typhus and other diſ- 
orders, that I have been induced to take 
ſome notice of it. Thoſe who have written 
about it do not ſeem to have underſtood its 
nature thoroughly. They have looked only 
to the carbonic acid which it contains, with- 
out being aware of another active ingredient 
in its compoſition, I mean the bitter principle 
of the hop, which is preſent in a very con- 
centrated ſtate in yeaſt, and is highly narco- 
tic. It is to this principle that I aſcribe the 
violent effects which I have known yealt to 
produce when given internally, I have been 

R 2 witneſs 
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witneſs to its operation in two caſes : net. 
ther of them were fevers. In the firſt, the 
vomiting, which had come on before, was 
increaſed by it; and, in the other inſtance, 
it purged violently, In reſpect to its utility 
internally, I cannot help looking upon it as a 
very doubtful remedy ; but | can bear teſti. 
mony to its good effects externally in cuta- 
neous affections. It ſhould be obſerved, 
that there is a great difference between old 


and new yeaſt. By keeping, much of the 


carbonic acid air eſcapes, the maſs becomes 
le frothy, and its parts are brought into 
cloſer contact: hence old yeaſt is bulk for 
bulk, much ſtronger than new. I ſul 
pect, too, that in proportion as it loſes its 
carbonic acid air, it becomes more power- 
fully narcotic. It is therefore a neceſlary 
- precaution to proportion the doſe according 
to the quality of the yeaſt. The old is at 
lealt twice as ſtrong as the new.“ 

Dr Thornton has made ſome obſervations 
on theſe opinions, which we deem it proper 
to inſert. 

As the public,” he ſays, * are ſo eafily 
prejudiced againſt new remedies, and wilh 

ever 
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ever to be cured by inert ſubſtances acting 
like charms, it may be neceſſary to com- 
ment on the evils that are ſaid to ariſe from 
yeaſt, as mentioned by this judicious phyſi- 
cian. To aſcertain the action of remedies, 
is of the firſt conſequence : to diſcover this 
mode of action, is the next, which paves the 
way for future improvement, and diſtin- 
guiſhes the phyſician from the empyric. In 
no inſtance has vomiting occurred with me 
from the exhibition of yeaſt, the ſtomach 
and bowels being firſt cleanſed, but ſuch 
effects as reſemble hyiteria, and the con- 
tinued eructations of air ſeem, in my mind, 
to indicate the modus operandi. It was cu- 
rious to obſerve, that when my patients 
plunged their arms into yeaſt in a ſtate of 
fermentation, it produced eructation. I hap- 
pened lately to get a dreadful ſcald, and the 
pain was exceſſive. I tried the yeaſt poultice, 
and obtained an almoſt inſtant cure. Do not 
the effects of the fixed air, and of the car- 
rot and yeaſt poultices, in cancer, clearly 
ſhew, that they act by one and the ſame 
principle? Ihe ſame may be obſerved of 
mortification. Knowing the effects of wind 

ON ON 
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on the ſtomach, can we doubt of this being 
the prime agent? Not that I mean to deny 
the bitter principle of the hop, any more 
than the neutral baſis of the efferveſcing 
mixture; but I would place it in the ſe. 
condary ſtation. The queſtion was, I think, 
cleared up by the Geneva, which ſoon ba- 
niſhed the wind, and gave relief. It may 
at once be decided by this able chemiſt, if 
he will firſt extricate the air from the yeaſt, 
and then exhibit it in caſes which may de- 
mand its bitter and narcotic qualities.” 

It has lately become the opinion of ſeve. 
ral reſpeQable practitioners, that the effects 
of inoculation for the ſmall-pox are influen- 
ced by the quantity of the matter intro- 
duced by the puncture. Speculating upon 
this idea, Dr Thornton mentions, that in 
three inſtances he inoculated with matter 
greatly diluted : And in order that as little as 
poſſible might be carried by the abſorb- 
ents into the ſyſtem, he gently raiſed with 
a lancet the ſkin on the deltoid muſcle 
of the left arm; and when all inflamma- 
tion was ſubſided, he inſerted under the 
ſmall ſcratch, the dilute variolous matter 

with 
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with the point of a needle. In all, the local 
inflammation took place, but no eruption, 
nor any general indiſpoſition: and as the 
patients have been repeatedly expoſed witl 
impunity to infection, the Doctor imagines 
that they are perfectly ſecure. He hopes, 
that an attention to theſe principles may 
remove the only objection to general inocu- 
lation, by rendering the diſeaſe univerſally 
mild. Dr Thornton adds, that he mentions 
this only as a ſuppoſition, to be refuted, or 
confirmed, by future experience. 

With the following remarks of Dr Bed- 
does we conclude our account of this inte- 
reſting publication. | 

* The reader may expect from me ſome 
general reflections on the effects of airs: But 
many hundred more obſervations muſt be 
collected and compared, before a theory 
can be eſtabliſhed. The immediate opera- 
ton of oxygene is doubtleſs to render the 
action of the heart and arteries ſtronger, 
Among its remote effects, may be reckoned 
an increaſe of the red colour of the blood, 
where this is , pale, and heightening of the 
complexion. The conjecture, that it ex- 

R 4 hauſts 
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hauſts leſs than other equal ſtimulants is ſtill 
undetermined: its other remote effects re- 
quire further inquiry. 

Hydro- carbonate air weakens the action 
of the arterial ſyſtem, while it 1s reſpired: 
but ſo would the mere abſtraction of oxy. 
gene. Does the venous blood, changed as it 
is by hydrocarbonate, ſtimulate the veins 
more than the dark blood they uſually carry ? 
Does this air ſtimulate the abſorbents? In 


* conſumption it has been obſerved, (and I 


have ſeveral times noticed the fact in the laſt 
ſtage of conſumption), that the expectora- 
tion is diminiſhed when hydro-carbonate is 
adminiſtered. Perhaps other phenomena 
might be brought to ſupport this ſuppoſi- 
tion; but I ſhall not dwell upon it at pre- 
ſent. It may not be quite ſo eaſy to de- 
termine when the yeins are ſtimulated. Dr 
Darwin mentions paleneſs as ſometimes a 
ſign of this. Leſs ſpongineſs of the gums 
may, I ſuppoſe, alſo be regarded as the ſign 
of a tonic effect upon the veins ; that is, of 


their action having become permanently 
iironger. 


4e 1 
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«© | know not if any anatomiſt has yet 4 
thought of employing the rubefacient ef- & 
feats of oxygene or hydro-carbonate air, for 
aſcertaining the doubtful ſtructure of cer- 
tain parts. The latter appears very capable 
of ſuch application, as the blood tinged by 


this air paſſes beyond the reach of the moſt 
penetrating injection. 


XX. 
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XX. 


Select Caſes in Midwifery ; extracted from the 
Records of the Edinburgh General Lying-in 
Hoſpital, with Remarks. By James Ha- 
milton junior, M. D. Fellow of the Royal 
College of Phyſicians of Edinburgh. Zvo. 

OME of the caſes in this Collection, Dr 
8 Hamilton obſerves, are of ſuch a na- 
ture that they may not occur oftener than 
once or twice in the courſe of a very exten- 
ſive practice: yet they may happen at the 
outſet of an individual as readily as after- 
wards. In either ſituation, the praQtitioner 
muſt feel great comfort from having it in his 
power to conſult authentic records, in which 
the particulars of ſimilar occurrences are de- 
tailed, and in which the proper mode of 
practice is pointed out. He thus enjoys 
every advantage of a conſultation with an ex- 


pericnced brother of the profeſſion, and mul: 
be 
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be inſpired with a proportional degree of 
confidence. ö 

Theſe caſes relate to laborious, preterna- 
tural, and complex labours. 

Following the arrangement of Dr 5 Oſborne, 
the author divides laborious labours into 
three orders. 

Of the firit order, or caſes where the head 
of the child preſenting, the labour 1s pro- 
tracted beyond the period of twenty-four 
hours, but is finally terminated without any 
extraordinary aſſiſtance, there are four, in- 
ſtances related. | 

A curious circumſtance occurred in the 
ſecond of theſe. Spurious pains took place 
for a conſiderable time before real labour, 
attended with the protruſion, even as low as 
the external parts, of a bag, reſembling that 
formed by the layers of the ovum, and the 
liquor amnii. This proved to be the urinary 
bladder, which Dr H. and his father had ſome 
years before diſcovered to be apt to deſcend 
Curing the incipient ſtages of labour in wo- 
men of a relaxed habit. Ignorance of this 
fact, they imagine, has frequently proved 
the cauſe of irreparable injury to the blad- 

der, 
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der, from the ordinary practice of rupturing 
the membranes, when forced down to the 
lower part of the vagina. 

This bag, however, thus formed, may, 
Dr Hamilton remarks, be very readily di. 
tinguiſhed from that of the ovum; for it 
is ſtrongly connected with the fore-part of 
the pelvis, ſo that the finger cannot be paſl. 
ed round its circumſerence; and, during the 
interval of a pain, the os tincæ can be felt 
ſituated very high, and quite undilated. 

In his remarks on the third caſe, the au- 
thor points out the circumitances that ren- 
der the employment of the long forceps eli- 
gible, or even warrantable. Theſe are two, 
viz. firſt, The neceſſity of ſpeedy delivery 
while there are no pains, while the head is 
beyond the reach of the ſhort forceps, and 
the apertures of the pelvis are under the uſual 
dimenſions; and, ſecondly, The neceſſity of 
immediate delivery, (as in caſes of uterine 
hen orrhage, &c.), while the head is in the 
ſame ſituation, but where the apertures of 
the pelvis are natural, and the ſoft parts are 
relaxed. By this practice, under the former 


of 
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of thoſe circumſtances, he alledges, it is 
ſometimes in the power of the practitioner to 
accompliſh the delivery by means perfectly 
conſiſtent with the ſafety of the child; and 
conſequently the long forceps ſhould in gene- 
ral be tried before recourſe be had to the 
operation of embryulcia, unleſs the defi- 


ciency of ſpace in the pelvis be very conſi- 
derable. 


Under the ſecond order of laborious la- 
bour, or that requiring inſtrumental deli- 
very, but without injury to the child, there 
is only one caſe detailed. The ſhort forceps 
were uſed. 

Of the third order, comprehending thoſe 
diltrefling caſes where it is neceſſary to leſſen, 
by deſtructive inſtruments, the head of the 
child, tour inſtances are enumerated. 

In the firſt caſe, the head having been 
ſituated very low, the ſhort forceps were 
tried before the laſt reſource was had re- 
courſe to. From this Dr Hamilton takes 
occaſion to explain the mode of action of 
the forceps. As that inſtrument, he ob- 
ſerves, cannot be employed without being 
made to act upon the parts of the woman, 

it 
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it is obvious, that there muſt be great dan- 
ger where the head of the child is in cloſe. 
contact with the ſides of the paſſage in which 
it is contained. A doctrine of an oppoſite: 
nature, he allows, has prevailed much among 
practitioners; for it has been generally belie- 
ved, that the forceps act upon no part of the 
woman, the whole power in moving the 1n- 
ſtrument being exerted upon the locking 
parts of it. He preſumes, however, that 
two arguments overturn this opinion. Furſt, 
That the locks are moved as well as the 
handles, whereas, did they ſerve as the ful- 
crum to the inſtrument, they ought to be 
fixed points; and, ſecondly, That the blades 
are moved from fide to fide, and conſequent. 
ly their moſt converging points mult reſt al- 
ternately upon the ſides of the pelvis. 

In the third caſe, there was very conſider- 
able deformity of the pelvis; yet the patient 
was allowed to be at leaſt ſixty hours in la- 
our before the operation of embryulcia was 
undertaken ; and that was not performed 
until it kad been aſcertained, that Lowder's 

lever 
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lever could not produce a ſuſſi ciently power- 
ful effect. The patient's recovery was rapid. 

In ſuch caſes, the author remarks, two 
modes of practice have been recommended, 
viz. either to open the head at the begin- 
ning of labour, or to wait patiently till it 
be proved, that the efforts of nature are in- 
adequate to the expulſion of the child. In 
favour of the former, many plauſible argu- 
ments may be adduced. Thus it may be 
alledged, that while it is improbable that the 
ſhorr diameter of the child's head ſhall be re- 
duced below three inches, it is cruel to allow 
the patient to ſuffer unavailing anguith for 
ſeveral days, or unjuſtifiably to hazard her 
life, while there was no reaſonable pro'pect 
of ſaving the child. And beſides, it muſt 
be diſtreſſing to the practitioner to undergo 
the fatigue and anxiety of a long attendance, 
which may with ſo much eaſe be avoided. 
Whereas, on the other hand, by opening the 
child's head at the very beginning of labour, 
the patient's ſafety is ſecured, and the prac- 
titioner's fatigue avoided. 


But Dr Hamilton inſiſts the ſecond mode 


ot 
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of practice ought always to be adopted; 
that is, the practitioner ſhould conſtantly, 
wherever the pelvis falls under the ordinary 
itandard, provided its dimenſions be not be. 
low two inches in its ſhort diameter, wait pa- 
tiently till he be abſolutely convinced, that 
the child cannot be excluded alive by the 
efforts either of nature or of art. His argu- 
ments in favour of this opinion are, that 
children at the full time have been born 
alive, though the ſhort diameter of the pelvis 
was not equal to three inches; and that 
infants at the ſeventh month, being ſmaller, 
may be forced without injury through aper- 
tures which do not permit the ſaſe paſlage 
of the mature fcetus. 
Two important advantages, he continues, 
reſult from this mode of practice. Firſt, 
The certainty of never deſtroying life un- 
neceſlarily z and, ſecondly, The probability 
that if the child muſt unavoidably be ex- 
tracted piece-meal, its death ſhall have hap- 
pened previous to the uſe of deſtructive 
inſtruments, in conſequence of the long-con- 
tinued preſſure, | 

In the laſt caſe of this order, after the 

operation 
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operation of embryulcia had been accom- 
pliſhed with conſiderable difficulty, the faiety 
of the patient was further endangered by the 
obſtacles that occurred to the extraction of 
the lecundines. Theſe aroſe from the indu- 
ration and oſſiſication of the cake. The in- 
duration of the placenta, it is obſerved, 1s 
always productive of conſiderable danger to 
the mother, though it ſeems to have little 
effect upon the child, as the children born 
in ſuch caſes are generally ſtour and well 
formed. The danger ariſes from two ſources, 
viz. kzmorrhagy, and retention of the placen- 
tary maſs. As there mult be an unuſual re- 
ſiſtance to the contraction of the uterine 
fibres at that part to which the indurated 
portions are attached, increaſed action is exci- 
ted in them; and hence the ſoft yielding 
portions are ſeparated ſooner than uſual, 
thus the h:zzmorrhagy is produced. On the 
other hand, the cellular as well as the vaſcu— 
lar part being indurated, the adhefion of the 
diſeaſed ; arts to the uterus muſt be in many 


caſes ſo great, that neither the natural action, 
Vor. I. 8 | nor 
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nor even the aſſiſtance of art, can accom. 
pliſh the ſeparation. 

Two of the conſequences of retention of 
the ſecundines, are, an alarming uterine hz. 
morrbagy, and an abſorption of putrid mat. 
ter, which is equally dangerous, though leſs 
rapid in its effects; the life of the patient 
being ſometimes protracted to the third 
week, but more frequently to the eighth or 
ninth day only. Dr Hamilton next direQs 
the method of extralting the ſecundines, 
when thus morbidly adhering. 

The ſecond claſs, or preternatural labours, 
is divided into two orders. The former of 
theſe comprehends two inſtances of footling 
preſentation. Under the latter, the hiſtories 
of three cafes of arm-preſentation are de- 
tailed. In the laſt of theſe caſes, the pa- 
tient had been five days and nights in la- 
bour before the Doctor was called. He 
found the fetus ſo placed, that the right-arm 
lay in the direction of the right ſacro-iliaca 
ſynchondroſis; the occiput occupied the 
right offa-ihaca : and the right cheek-bone 
was jammed within the brim of the pelvis, 

exactly 
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exactly at the junction of the right ilium 
with the pubis; and in this ſituation it had, 
by the reiterated contractions of the ute- 
rus, and probably alſo by the ſwelling of the 
contiguous parts, become ſo ſtrongly wedged, 
that no force could either alter it, or pro- 
duce room for the paſſage of the hand be- 
yond thoſe preſenting parts. The patient 
ſeemed in articulo mortis. With great diffi- 
culty the child was extracted, but the woman 

ſurvived delivery only about four hours. 
This caſe, it is remarked, affords a proof, 
that the operation of turning, in ſuch caſes, 
ought never to be delayed longer than what 
is abſolutely neceſſary to remove the contrac- 
tion of the uterus by the proper means, and 
that the ſpontaneous evolution, firſt noticed 
by Dr Denman, can never be implicitly de- 
pended upon. As that curious effort of na- 
ture can only take place where the child lies 
in a particular ſituation, viz. where the ac- 
tion of the uterus cannot be exerted on the 
preſenting part, or where that part is ſo ſha- 
ped that it cannot be wedged within the pel- 
8 2 vis, 
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vis, the author imagines, that it is in ths 
power of the practitioner, both to aſcertain 
when there is a probability of its happening, 
and to contribute towards its accompliſh. 
ment. 

In the laſt claſs, complex labours, there 
are included three caſes of twins, and one 
of ruptured uterus. 

In one of the twin-caſes, phrenitis ſuper. 


vened on the fixth day, and terminated in 


mania. The patient died at the end of the 
fortnight. 

Ihe caſe of ruptured uterus affords a re- 
markable example of the advantages re. 
ſulting from delivery after the accident hz; 
happened. The whole body of the infant 
had been for ſeven hours in the cavity of 
the abdomen, and the woman ſeemed fink- 
ing very rapidly. During the procels of 
extracting the child, the rent in the uterui 
was evidently increaſed, and ſuch hamor- 
rhagy enſued, that above three pounds c 
blood were loſt: yet the patient recovered. 
The objeQions, therefore, that have been 
urged againſt delivery in ſimilar caſes, vis. 


the 
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the dangers that ariſe from the riſk of in- 
creaſing the laceration, and inducing hæ- 
morrhagy, are thus proved, it is alledged, to 
be ill founded. The remarks on the ſymp- 
toms which indicate threatening rupture of 
the uterus, and on the means of preventing 
that accident, we regret that our limits pre- 
vent us from detailing, 
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MEDICAL OBSERVATIONS. 


I 


Some Caſes of Biliary Obtrufions from Calculi, 
cured by Salivation. By Dr Thomas Gib— 
bons, Phyſician at Hadleigh in Suffolk. 


I 


T has been acknowledged by the Medi- 

dical Faculty, that there is nothing 
more difficult to account for than the mo- 
dus operandi of remedies; and this may be 
obſerved both in their ſimple and compound 
forms. Why does ipecacuanha act upon the 
ſtomach, and jalap run to the bowels ? 
What is the reaſon that large doſes of crude 
84 | mercury 
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mercury may be taken with impunity? and 
why ſo mall a quantity, when joined with ma. 
rine acid, proves ſo deleterious ? On the other 
hand, why is the vitriolic acid ſo pernicious 
by itſelf, and why ſo mild when united to al. 
kaline ſalt, or joined with inflammable mat- 
ter? More queſtions concerning ſtimulants 
in the firſt paſſages might be aſked ; but let 
theſe ſuffice. When medicines have entered 
the ſyſtem, whether by the laQteals or lym. 
phatics, we are equally at a loſs to account 
for their action there. Why does calomel 
or mercurial ointment affect the ſalivary in 
preference to any other glands? Why does 
ferrum vitriolatum ſtimulate the uterus, and 
kali acetatum the kidneys? The anſwering 
of theſe queſtions I ſhall leave to thoſe 
gentlemen who may think themſelves more 
equal to it than I find myſelf. 

Anatomy is now ſo well known to every 
medical man of any reputation, that 1 think 
a deſcription of the biliary organs needleſs; 
but, ſhould it ſo happen that a reader has 
not had an opportunity of attending to ſuch 
ſubjeQs, the reading of my worthy friend 

Dr 
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Dr Thomas Coe's Treatiſe on Biliary Con- 
cretions, may be of uſe to him, 

[ have no noſtrum to vend, nor do I pu- 
bliſh the following caſes to make myſelf 
known, for on account of ill health I have 
declined practice. My only motive is, that 
I think they will be of uſe to mankind. 
Calomel has in biliary obſtructions only been 
given as a deobſtruent; but I do not recol- 
lect, that intended ſalivation for the removal 
of biliary calculi has ever been recommended. 
I know that in the Eaſt Indies it is a com- 
mon practice, for inflammations of the liver, 
after bleeding, to ſalivate as quickly as poſ- 
ſible. But this is foreign to my purpoſe: I 
ſhall therefore proceed to a relation of ſuch 
caſes as I treated ſucceſsfully, 


-: CASE I. 


Ms WaRD, a widow-lady of this town, 
aged about ſeventy years, of a corpulent ha- 
bit, ſent for me in May 1776. Her ſkin and 


urine 


= —_ — 
. 2 * 
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urine were very yellow, her ſtools of a clay 
colour. She complained of acute pain from 
the pit of her ſtomach to her back, with fre. 
quent vomitings. Her legs were much ſwell. 
ed, and pitted. I ordered her ſome pills of 
calomel, ſoap, rhubarb, and aloes, with ano. 
dynes occaſionally. I confeſs I did not order 
theſe medicines with an intention of ſaliva. 
ting her, but as deobſtruents. She had not, 
however, taken them many days before a 
ſpitting came on; and I obſerved, before ſhe 
had ſpit ſix days, which ſhe did to about the 
quantity of a pint in a day, that her jaundice 
gradually decreaſed, and the ſwelling of her 
legs went off; and ſhe was, after ſpitting 
about fourteen days, perfectly free from her 
diſorder: but her ſpitting continued fo 
troubleſome, that it was neceſſary to check 
it, by frequently giving her lac ſulphris and 
nitre. She lived to the age of eighty, and 
never had any return of her jaundice. Her 
ſtools were examined, but no calculi found. 


CASE 
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CASE II. 


Mas NEiLsoN, an apothecary's widow at 
Manningtree in Eſſex, ſent for me about the 
latter end of the year 1778. She was ſe- 
venty years of age; very corpulent, and her 
legs cedometous. Her ſkin and urine were 
highly tinged with bile; but no bile was 
found in her ſtools. She had been affected 
with very acute pains in the biliary duct, 
which were now abated, but the obſtruction 
ſtill remained. She had been taking pills of 
ſoap, aloes, and rhubarb, with ſaline medi- 
cines, by Mr Nimn's direQion. I ordered 
that theſe ſhould be repeated, and that ſhe 
ſhould take five grains of calomel morning 
and evening. Theſe ſhe took till a ſpitting 
came on, which was kept up for a fortnight, 
to the quantity of a pint and a half daily, 
continuing the calomel, at the end of which 
time ſhe was perfectly cured. Her ſtools 
were examined, but no calculi found. She 


died at the age of eighty-two, without any re- 
turn of her diſorder. | 


Cask 
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CASE III. 


Mas Rtxve, wife of Mr Abraham Reeve 
merchant in Hadleigh, Suffolk, a lady of a 
delicate habit, between twenty and thirty 
years of age, ſent for me in November 1779. 
She complained of pain at the pit of her ſto. 
mach : Her ſkin and urine were both yel. 
low; and there was a deficiency of bile in 
the ſœces. I was in hopes that calomel in 
ſmall doſes might open the duct, without 
ſalivating her. She took as under. 

R. Calomel, gr. i. 
Pulv. Rhab. gr. ili. 
Sapon. Venet. ↄſs. 
Elix. aloes. q. s. ft. bolus mane « 
veſpere ſumendus ; ſuperbibendo 
miſtruæ ſequentis, 31). 
R. Sal. Abſynth. >ij. 
Succ. lemon. 3ij. Peracta efferveſ- 
centia, adde 
Aq. font. zv. 
OP. cinnam. 31. 
Syr croci, 3(s. 
Vini antim. g“ Ixxx. M. 


Although 
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Although the doſe of the calomel was ſo 
ſmall, ſhe had not taken it a week before 
ptyaliſm came on, which, in a few days, 
opened the duct, and her jaundice went off 
entirely; a few doſes of manna and Glau- 

ber's ſalts ſtopped the ſpitting, and removed 
all her complaints. It is now fifteen years 
ago, and ſhe had no return. Gall-ſtones 
were ſought for, but none found. 


CASE IV. 


In June 1780, I was ſent for to Mr Jo- 
ſeph Clark, a gentleman-farmer at Semer 
in Suffolk, aged ſeventy years. His ſkin and 
urine were very yellow; his ſtools white; 
and from the pain at the pit of his ſtomach, 
there was no doubt of his having biliary cal- 


culi. After an emetic, I ordered him the fol- 
lowing medicines. 


R. Calom. gr. i. 
Pulv. rad. Rhab. gr. ili. 
Sapon. Venet. gr. v. 


Syr. ſimp. q. s. f. bolus omni nocte 


et mane ſumendus, ſuperbibendo 
miſt. ſalin. Z ii. 


In 


* 
&S 4 © 
* 8 - mul.” 
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In about a week a ptyaliſm came, which 
was kept up by the continuance of his me. 
dicines, ſo that he ſpit about a pint and a quar. 
ter daily for two or three weeks. He was 
perfectly cured, and never had any return of 
his diſorder. He died aged eighty. No 
gall-ltones were found. 


CASE V. 


Ox the 22d March 1781, 1 was ſent for 
to Mrs French, a widow-lady of this town, 
(Hadleigh in Suffolk), about fixty years of 
age. She complained of acute pain, at times, 
in the biliary duct: her ſkin and urine were 
very yellow. After an emetic, I ordered her 


the following medicines. | 


B. Calom. 
Aloes ſocct. a. a. gr. ij. 
Sap. Venet. gr. viij. 


Syr. fimp. q. . s. ft. bolus mane et 
veſpere ſumendus cum doſi miſ- 
turæ ſalinæ. 


She continued the medicines for about 


three weeks without ſalivation, or removal of 


the 


CT r 
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the obſtruction. She now became feveriſh: 
and I thought it better to omit the calomel, 
and give her ſome cooling medicines. She 
got rid of her fever: and on the 21ſt of 
May following, returned to the calomel, 
&c. but took only one grain for a doſe ; 
which ſhe continued for ſome time, without 
any abatement of her diſorder. I then diſ- 
continued the calomel, keeping her bowels 
open with aloes, rhubarb, and tartar-eme- 
tic, to which was joined a little ſoap, giving 
her opiates occaſionally. From this time 
to the end of the year 1782, ſhe took open- 
ing medicines only, but of which, and all 
others, ſhe grew tired. She was perſuaded 
to try ſome noſtrum ; but her jaundice ne- 
ver left her. On the 8th of October 1783, 
I was deſired to viſit her again: She then 
took the following medicine. 
R. Calom. gr. i. 

Aloes ſoc. gr. iij. 

Conſ. cynoſb. gr. v. ft. bolus omni 
nocte vel alterna ſumendus, ſi al- 
vus aſtricta ſit. ; 

She took theſe, not always regularly, and 
opiates, till March 18, 1784; during which 
time 
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time I ſaw her but ſeldom, Mr Simpſon, 
who is ſince dead, her apothecary, having 
the ſole care of her. On the 18th of March 
1784, I was defired to viſit her again. Her 
complexion and her urine were now of a 
colour between black and yellow; her ſtools 
without bile. I now had a wiſh to try what 
the addition of a ſmall quantity of opium, 
to prevent the calomel going off by the 
bowels, would do. I therefore ordered az 
follows. 4 
R. Calom. 

Aloes ſoc. 

Philon. Lond. a. gr. iv. 

Syr. ſimp. q. s. ft. bolus omni node 
cum doſi miſturæ ſalinæ ſumen- 
dus. 

She continued in the uſe of theſe medi- 
cines for near a month before a ptyaliſm 
came on. She now, I believe, ſpit a pint 
in a day for near a month before any bile 
got into the duodenum ; and even then it 
paſſed but in ſmall quantity, and the co. 
lour of her ſkin was not altered. However, 
as the duct was not wholly obſtructed, I pre- 


vailed upon her, ſupporting her with cor. 
dials 
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dials between her medicines, to perſevere: 
which happily ſhe did for more than two 
months, ſpitting every twenty-four hours 
about a pint and a half. She then was per- 
fectly cured, and has had no return of jaun- 
dice ſince. She is now more than ſeventy 
years of age. No gall-ſtones were found. 


CASE VI. 


Mas Gams,in the neighbourhood of Need- 
ham-market, in the county of Suffolk, was, 
in September 1780, recommended to me 
by Mr Abbot ſurgeon at Needham. She 
appeared to be about forty years of age; 
had a biliary obſtruction for more than a 
JF year. Her ſkin was of a blackiſh yellow. 
I deſired Mr Abbot to try the effects of ſa- 
livation from calomel : He did ſo; and I re- 
ceived a letter from him ſome time after, in 
which he faid, ** The bile then began to 
r, emulge.“ She lived ſome months afterwards. 
Mr Abbot thought the ſubſtance of the li- 
. ver was indurated ; and indeed I thought fo 
als Vor. I. | T too „ 
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too; for ſhe ſaid ſhe could, with her hand, 
feel her right-ſide very hard, 


CASE VII. 


Mas ELL1oT, a farmer's wife at Walding. 
field in Suffolk, ſent for me on the zd No. 
vember 1784. Her age between thirty and 
forty years. She had been affected with ex. 
cruciating pains in the biliary duQs, for 
which her apothecary had given her lauda- 
num frequently. When a gall. ſtone got 
into the ductus biliarus communis, jaundice 
always followed; when it fell back into the 
gall-bladder, the yellowneſs went off; and 
ſo on alternately. I preſcribed for her a 
follows: 

R. Calom. ppt. gr. i. 
Aloes ſocot. gr. ii. 
Sapon. venet. gr. vi. 
Syr. ſimp. q. s. ft. bolus omni nocte 
maneque ſumendus, ſuperbibendo 
miſt. ſalin. 31. 1 
a | 


— 9 vs WAP” as 


de 
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A ptyaliſm came on in a few days; and 
about the 13th of the ſame month, ſhe 
voided a gall-ſtone which weighed ten grains. 
The ſpitting was kept up for about three 
weeks. She voided two more ſtones of 
the ſame ſize as the firſt, when ſhe was per- 
fectly cured. Theſe calculi, which toge« 
ther weighed about thirty grains, were the 
lighteſt of their ſize I ever ſaw, though 1 
have ſeveral hundreds by me. The ſurfaces 
were [mooth, and without the leaſt appear- 
ance of eroſion : From this it ſeems to ap- 
pear, that the mercury did not act upon the 
calculi, but fo relaxed the ducts as ſo facili- 
tate the exit of the ſtones. 

But let us now review the firſt five caſes, 
where every patient was cured, and no gall- 
ſtones found in the fœces. May we not 
reaſonably ſuppoſe, as none of thole patients 
had any return of the diſorder, that the mer- 
cury in thoſe caſes aQted as a ſolvent ? 


12 CASE 
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CASE VIII. 


In June 1784, I was deſired to viſit Mrs 
Harwood of Brightlingſea in Eſſex. I ſaw 
her but once; and from the ſymptoms and 
nature of her jaundice, I ſuppoſed it to be 
in conſequence of biliary calculi. I deſired 
Mr Inman, her ſurgeon, who lives at St 
Oſyth, to try the effects of ſalivation raiſed 
by calomel: He did ſo; and I had the 
pleaſure of hearing from him a few months 
ago, that, after ſpitting ſeveral weeks, ſhe 
got perfectly well; and has had no return, 
though it is now eleven years ſince. 


CASE IX. 


MR CaNHAM of Bemont-hall in Eſſex, a 
gentleman of about fifty years of age, con- 
ſulted me, on the 7th of April 1785, on ac- 
count of a jaundice, which, preceded by 
pain, came on and went off ſeveral times 


but 
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but now continued longer than uſual. I or- 
dered the following medicine: 
R. Calom. ppt. gr. i. 

Rad. Rhabarb. 

Puly. Philon. Lond. a gr. v. 

Syr. ſimp. q. s. ft. bolus mane et 
veſpere ſumendus, cum duabus 
uncus miſturæ ſalinæ. 

On the 24th I was ſent for to him. He was 
then ſpitting ; which 1 defired, by the con- 
tinuance of his medicines, might be kept 
up for ſome weeks. It was ſo; and his 

jaundice left him. No calculi were found. 
On the 1oth of February 1787, his jaundice' 
returned; and the ſame medicines were 
again reſorted to. I forgot whether he 
was ſalivated or not the ſecond time; I 
therefore wrote to Mr Veſey, a ſurgeon at 
Thorpe in Efſex, to know what he recol- 
lected of Mr Canham's caſe. His anſwer is 
as follows. 


Dear Sik, 


Agreeable to your requeſt, I have inſpect- 
ed my books, and find Mr Canham was put 
upon a mercurial courſe on the 7th of April 


1 3 1785, 
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1785, and kept in a gentle ſalivation to the 


23d of June following, till the jaundice en- ; 
tirely diſappeared. 
On the 1oth of February 1787, upon the " 
jaundice making its appearance again, he . 
then was put upon the ſame mercurial 
courſe, which he took for ten days, which : 

carried off the jaundice; but, to the beſt of 
my recollection, it did not bring on ſaliva- . 

tion, only lightly affected his mouth. He 
neyer had any further appearance of the " 
jaundice ; nor were there any calculi found. : 
] am, 0 

Sir, 
Your moſt humble ſervant, | $ 
WM VESEY. ® 
T horpe, 4th Sept. 1795. 4 
To Dr Gibbons, Hadleigh, 5 * 
in Suffolk. 
Sine 01 
CASE X. 

In Auguſt 1785, 1 was deſired to viſit 

Mrs Bennet of Kirſy. She appeared to me to * 


be about thirty years of age. I ordered her H 
TELE ſome 
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ſome pills, compoſed of calomel, ſoap, and 
rhubarb, which foon brought on a ptyaliſm, 
and her jaundice (for that was her diſorder) 
was gradually going off; when Mr Roſe, 
her ſurgeon, ſince dead, not knowing my 
intention, gave her ſeveral doſes of manna 
and Glauber's falts, till her ſpitting was 
conſiderably abated ; and, as that diminiſh- 
ed, her yellowneſs returned in proportion, 
and increaſed. I defired him to repeat the 
calomel, &c. till the ſpitting returned; 
which he did for two or three weeks, when 
ſhe was perfectly cured. From the fymp- 
toms, acute pain, &c. at times, there was 
no doubt that her jaundice aroſe from cal. 
culi. Whether her (tools were or were not 
examined, I cannot tell. She has not had, 


now for ten years paſt, any return of the diſ- 
order. 


CASE XI. 


Mx GoLDEN, a tanner of this town, (Had- 
leigh), ſent for me on the 5th of July 1788. 
He had a jaundice, which, from the ſymp- 
| 9 toms, 
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toms, there was no doubt aroſe from biliary 
calculi. He was about forty years of age, of 
a very corpulent habit. I preſcribed for him 
as follows : 
B. Calom. ppt. gr. i. 

Pulv. Rad. Rhab. 

Philon. Lond. i gr. v. 

Syr. ſimp. q. s. f. bolus mane et vel. 


pere ſumendus ſuperbibendo milt, 
ſalin. 31. 


About the roth of the ſame month, one 


grain more of calomel was added to each 
bolus. On the 12th, his gums grew ſore, 
and ſpitting came on plentifully ; which 
was continued: to the 15th, when the duQ 
was opened, and a large quantity of bile 
found in his ſtools. His jaundice went off 
ſoon, but his ſpitting was ſo great, to up- 
wards of bij. in a day, that I thought it ne- 
ceſſary to check it, by giving him frequent- 
ly doſes of lac ſulph. and nitre. His ſtools 
were examined, but no gall-ſtones found. 


It is now ſeven years ſince, and he has had 
no return of jaundice. 


CASE 
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CASE XII. 


Mas PzRx1Ns, wife of a gentleman of the 
law at Manningtree in Eſſex, ſent for me 
on the gth of December 1790. Mr Rogers, 
her apothecary, ſaid ſhe was, in the begin- 
ning of her diſorder, troubled with acute 
pains at the pit of her ſtomach ; that yellow- 

7:8 followed, which, though the pain was 
| ſometimes abated, did not wholly go off. 
He had given her ſoap, rhubarb, aloes, &c. 
but the jaundice kept increaſing. Her com- 
plexion was of a colour between black and 
yellow. I thought there was no time to be 
loſt ; I therefore preſcribed for her as fol- 
lows : 

R. Vini. ipecac. Zi. 
Antim. tart. gr. i. M. ft. hauſtus ſta- 
tim cum regimine ſumendus. 
R. Rad. Rhabarb. pulv. 
Conf. opiat. a ↄſs. 
Syr. ſimp. f. bolus poſt emet. opera- 
tionem ſumendus, 


And 
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And the following morning, to begin with 
the boluſes and mixture as under : 
R. Calom. ppt. 
Phil. ex aloe. 
Conf. opiat a gr. iii. 
Syr. limp. q. s. f. bolus mane et veſp. 
ſumendus cum miſt. ſalin. 3ij. 
As ſhe was coſtive, I ordered the following 
injection: 
R. Decoct. pro enemate, 3x. 
Olet olivar. 
Syr. bacc. ſpin. cerv. a 51j. 
Pil. ex aloe, 51j. 
Sap. moll. 3s. M. ſtatim tepide inſi- 
ciend. | 
The glyſter procured very little diſcharge 
of faeces ; I therefore ordered the following 
pilly's 
B. Calom. ppt. 


Pil. ex. aloe, a pr. v. 
Syr. ſacch. q. s. f. maſſa in pilulas duas 


dividenda, veſp. ſummend. et fi al- 
vus aſtricta fuerit mane repetend. 
Theſe did not open the bowels ſufficiently; 
therefore, on the 13th, (when I ſaw her 
again), I ordered the pills to be repeated 

| every 


LU 
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every four hours, with three ſpoonfuls of the 
following mixture, till a free paſſage ſhould 
be procured : 
R. Infuſ. ſennæ, 3v. 
Tinct. ſennæ, 5v. 
jalapii, 311. 
Syr. roſar. 
Kali tart. a zij. 
Mannæ, 3ſs. M. 
December 15. The medicines had pro- 
cured a conſiderable diſcharge of fœces, but 


not tinged with bile. I therefore ordered for 
her as under: 


R. Calom ppt. 

Ocul. cancr. 

Conſ. Roſ. a gr. v. 

Syr. ſimp. q. s. ft. maſſa in pilulas 
mediocres divid. ſtatim ſum. cum 
doſi miſt. ſalin. 

She complained of great weakneſs and lan- 
guor; therefore the following cordial mix- 
ture was ordered: 

R. Tinct. lavend. comp. 
caſt, a. Jiij. 

Aq. deſtill. Iv. 

Syr. ſacch. 311. M. cap. cochl. ij. vei 
1. larga, in languore. 

Spitting 


| 
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Spitting now came on ; and her urine was 
not ſo loaded with bile as it had been: but 
a purging ſupervening, checked the ſpit- 
ting; and ſhe grew more yellow. On the 
18th, 1 ordered calom. gr. iijj. joined with a 
few grains of conf. opiat. to prevent its 
running off by the bowels, to be taken 
twice in a day. I was now fearful that the 
ſubſtance of the liver was affected, as a 
round prominent tumour was to be felt in 
the region of the liver. But as her fever 
was not high, I ordered the calomel to be 


continued: and this day the ſpitting re- 


turned plentifully ; and for about ten days, 
ſhe ſpit every twenty-four hours not les 
than a pint and a half. Her ſkin and urine 
became every day of a better colour; and 


there was plenty of bile in her ſtools. The 


tumour, which was before prominent, now 
felt flaccid and knotty, not unlike, as Mr 
Rogers, her ſurgeon, and a praGitioner in 
midwifery, obſerved, a placenta. During 
the time the duQAts were open, ſhe voided 
an aſtoniſhing quantity of black fabulous 
matter in every ſtool; and which, when 


put upon a hot iron, burned like pitch, o- 


mitting 


a Dat a> oo. on ww om ] an oo, a6 at 7 een * an ao ns 9 ©. = 
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mitting a very offenſive ſmell. She conti- 
nued ſpitting, and voiding this biliary ſan- 
dy. like matter, till about the 17th of Januar- 
ry 1791; the liver gradually decreaſing, 
and now nearly of its natural ſize. There 
is great reaſon to ſuppoſe, from the knotty 
ſtate of the liver after the bile had got a 
free paſſage, and the tumour leſſened, that 
not only the ductus cyſticus, and ductus he- 
paticus, but that the pori biliarii were like- 
wiſe obſtructed; for I do not think it poſſible 
for a human gall-bladder to contain a fourth 
part of the calculi ſhe voided, not much 
larger than ſand. Did the mercury in this 
caſe diminiſh the ſize of the calculi? The 
lady had reſolution enough to perſevere in 
the uſe of her medicines and ſpitting to 
the end of the month, or ſome time longer ; 
and happily got rid of her diſorder. There 
was one ſtone voided, the laſt that paſſed, 
about the ſize of a pea. 


CASE 
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CASE XIII. 


Mxs PnilLEBROwN, mother to Mrs Mat. 
ratt, a banker's lady at Manningtree, ſen: 
for me in April 1787. But as my attend. 
ance was not a regular one, I wrote to Mrs 
Marratt for information, in the following 
terms; and I received the annexed anſwer, 


Mapan, 


About eight years ago, I was deſired to 
viſit your mother, who had then a jaundice, 
_ ariſing, I ſuppoſe, from gall-ſtones. If I re- 
collect right, Mr Rogers, her apothecary, 
ſaid ſhe had had ſeveral fits of it before ! 
ſaw her; that after acute pain, yellownels 
followed; further, when ſhe was free from 
pain, the yellowneſs abated. I well remem- 
ber that I wiſhed her to be ſalivated, and 
preſcribed medicines for that purpoſe. But 
as my attendance was not a conſtant one, I 
could not be ſo exact in obſerving the pro- 
greſs, as otherwiſe I ſhould have been. I have 
thoughts of publiſhing upon this diſorder ; 

therefore 
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therefore ſhall be much obliged to you to in- 
form me of what you recolle& of her caſe. 
The following queſtions will perhaps afliſt 
you. How often, before I ſaw her, had ſhe re- 
turns of her diſorder? After ſpitting came 
on, how long did it continue? After the 
ſpitting went off, had ſhe ever any return of 
jaundice? If her ſtools were examined, 
were there any pall-ſtones found? What 
did ſhe die of, and at what age? An anſwer, 
when convenient, will much oblige, 
Madam, 


Your obedient ſervant, 


IOS. G1BBONS, 
HaDLEIGH, 


6th April 1795. 


Anſwered. —Dedbam, April 11. 1795. 


DIR, 


In anſwer to your letter reſpecting my 
dear mother, I can ſay, I very well remem- 
ber your preſcribing the medicines for her, 
(at a time there was but little hopes of her 
recovery), which cauſed her a very ſore 
mouth, and a falivation. She had always 


been 
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been ſubject to a jaundice and bilious com. 
plaint. I muſt fay, I think thoſe medicines 
lengthened her life the remaining years, as 
ſhe never had any return of the jaundice; 
but looked upon herſelf worn out, the laſt 
year or two, being ſeventy-ſix years of age. 
We would may times have wiſhed to have 
had Dr Gibbons to her ; but as ſhe had no 
particular diſorder to point out, we could 
not perſuade her to it. In anſwer to the 
queſtions you have given me : 1ſt, She had 
always been diſordered with a bilious habit 
and jaundice. 2dly, I think her ſpit- 
ting continued three or four weeks. 3dly, 
It certainly recovered her, as I do not 
remember ſhe ever had any return of the 
jaundice. 4qthly, No gall-ſtones were found; 
what came from her was not regularly exa- 
mined. Sthly, At the age of ſeventy-ſix, ſhe 
had an eaſy paſſage out of this world. I be- 
lieve ſhe always thought highly of the medi- 
cines; and had ſhe had any return, you cer- 
tainly would have been ſeut for. 
1 am, &c. 
S. MARRATT- 


In 
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In only one caſe have I tried the effects 

of calomel in inflammation of the liver. 
Some years ago I was defired to viſit Mr 
Griggs, a linen-draper in Hadleigh, aged 
about forty-five years; whoſe liver was ſo 
much enlarged, that a tumor of the right 
ſide might be ſeen. He had a conſiderable 
degree of fever; was very yellow; his ſtools 
deficient of, but not without bile. I order- 
ed him calomel, which he took for ſeveral 
weeks; but no ſpitting followed. The ca- 
lomel was omitted; but his diſeaſe at laſt 
proved fatal. Does not inflammation pre- 


vent the mercury from affecting the ſalivary 
glands ? 


Vor. I. 3 II. 
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0 
t 
II. 

f 

A Caſe of Hydrecele, cured by Infection. Com- 
municated to G. Pearſon, M. D. by Dr Da- 1 
vid Hoſack, of New Tork. f 
| [ 
Man about forty-five years of age, ot | t 
A a full habit of body, captain of a vel. 1 
ſel trading to the Eaſt Indies, ſent for me, l 

on the 2oth May 1795, to examine a tu- 
mor on the left fide of his ſcrotum. Upon K 
inquiry, he told me he had firſt diſcovered it 5 
when in the Eaſt Indies, about fix years 1 
ſince; from which time it had gradually in- c 
creaſed in ſize, but without any injury to his = 
general health. y 
Upon a careful examination of the tumor, u 
by the uſual teſts of hydrocele, it proved to 
P 


be that diſeaſe ; the teſticle itſelf, which was 
eaſily felt at the back-part of the ſcrotum, 
appeared allo to be much enlarged. Satisfied 
as to the nature of his diſeaſe, he became 

anxious 
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anxious to have it removed as ſpeedily as 
poſſible. 

He being an intelligent man, I deſcribed 
to him the different methods which had 
been employed for the cure of it: He did 
not heſitate to give the preference to the one 
which would probably be the leaſt painful; 
that is, the method by injection, as prac- 
tiſed at preſent by Mr Earle, ſurgeon in St 
Bartholemew's Hoſpital, in whoſe hands I 
have ſeveral times witneſſed its ſucceſs. 

Having ordered his bowels to be emptied, 
as preparatory to the operation, on the morn- 
ing of the 21ſt, in preſence of Drs Poſt, Ha- 
merſley, and Tillary, three eminent phyſi- 
clans in this city, I drew away, by means 
of a trocar, upwards of a pint of water, ha- 
ving the appearance and ſmell of urine ; 
the teſticle proved to be conſiderably enlar- 
ged. I immediately, by the apparatus em- 
ployed by Mr Earle, injected a mixture of 
wine and water, in the uſual proportion of 
two parts of the former to one of the lat- 
ter, until the ſcrotum became diſtended to 
the fize it had acquired before the operation. 

The injection at firſt gave him little or 

U 2 no 


308 ANNALS OF 


no uneaſineſs; but upon being retained five 
minutes, he began to complain of pain, | 
immediately withdrew the liquor; ſuſpend. 
ed his ſcrotum by the aſſiſtance of the 1 
bandage ; put him to bed, and gave him fifty 
drops of laudanum. 

His pain ſoon abated, but returned in tlie 
cvening, with conſiderable ſwelling. I repeat. 
ed his anodyne at bed-time, which gave 
him a comfortable night's reſt. On the 22d, 
its ſize had increaſed, but was attended 
with very little pain: From this time, it con- 
tinued to increaſe until the 26th, when it 
became nearly as large as before the opera- 
tion, attended with redneſs, and other ſymp- 
toms of inflammation. On the 26th, I or- 
dered him two ounces of Glauber's ſalts, in 
divided doſes, and a poultice of bread and 
water to be applied to his ſcrotum. On the 
27th, the tumor and inflammation began to 

ſubſide; and, 1n the courſe of fix days more, 
entirely diſappeared, except that the telticle 
{till remained much larger than its natural 


ſize; but in a few days, it allo began to di- 
miniſh, 


In 
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In three weeks from the operation, he 
was completely freed from every ſymptom 
of hydrocele; the teſticle had nearly reco- 
vered its natural ſize: he went about his 
buſineſs, to prepare his veſſel for ſea: and 
ſince that time he has enjoyed good health, 
without the leaſt ſymptom of a return of his 
complaint. I have alſo ſince witneſſed the 


ſame operation ſucceſsfully performed by Dr 
Poſt, 


U 3 III. 
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II. 


A Caſe of Obſtinate Conſtipation of the Bowels, 
cured by Calomel. Communicated to Dr Pear- 
ſon, by Dr David Hoſack, New York. 


ConsTiPATION of the bowels is a dil. 

eaſe familiar to every phyſician ; but 
when it has been of long continuance, and at 
laſt removed, it is of importance to become 
acquainted with the means of cure : Every 
caſe of this kind is inſtructive and uſeful, al- 
though it may only ſerve to confirm us in 
principles already known. 

Samuel Denton, clerk in a dry-goods ſtore, 
aged twenty, of a bilious habit of body, ſent 
for me on the morning of September 28. 
1795. He complained of great uneaſineſs 
and priping in his bowels, attended with 
light chill, a coldneſs of his extremities, and 
a ſmall but regular pulſe. Upon inquiry, 
he told me he had been attacked in the 
night ; and aſcribed his complaint to ſome 
honey he had taken in the evening at his 


tea; 
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tea; adding, that it had frequently ſerved 
him ſo before, and that he was ſubject to 
colic and coſtivene ſs upon any irregularity of 
diet, or upon imprudent expoſure to cold. 
He informed me, that about five days before, 
he had had a flight attack of the ſame ſort, 
brought on in the ſame way; and that, 
ſince that time, his ſtools had been much 
more watery than uſual. From this laſt cir- 
cumſtance, I am diſpoſed to date his diſeaſe 
from September 23. the time of the firſt at- 
tack, ſeeing that his ſtools, ſince that time, 
were not of their proper conſiſtence; but 
leſt there be any error in the calculation, I 
ſhall date it from September 28. 

Early on the morning of the 28th, upon 
which I firſt viſited him, he had taken an 
ounce of caſtor-oil, which at two o*clock in 
the afternoon had not operated. Imme- 
diately I ſent him the following mixture, di- 
recting him to drink freely of thin chicken- 
broth. 

R. Pulv. rhei, 3ij. 
Magneſ. alb. 3j 
Aq. Menthe, Ziij. M. Sumt. dimi- 
diam ſtatim et alteram partem ter- 
tia hora poſtea, ſi opus ſit. 


U 4 At 
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At four o'clock, his pains increaſing, I or. 
dered enemas of warm water, ſweet oil, and 
molaſſes, to be adminiſtered every two hours, 
until bis bowels ſhould be emptied : they 
were accordingly exhibited, but without 
any good effect. At eight o'clock in the 
evening, I gave him ten grains of calomel, 
In the night, his pain and other ſymptoms 
became ſo violent, as to threaten inflamma. 
tion of his bowels ; his pulſe, as is common 
in inflammations of this ſort, was ſmall and 
tenſe: I immediately opened a vein in the 
arm, and, obſerving his pulſe to riſe, I drew 
between ſixteen and twenty ounces of blood, 


which in a few minutes became covered 


with a ſtrong ſizy coat. I ordered a large 
bliſter to be applied to his belly ; the gly- 
ſters to be repeated with an addition of 
Glauber's ſalts, and to be thrown up in large 
quantities. On the 29th, ſymptoms of great 
inflammation ſtill continuing, I again bled 
him very largely; gave him a ſcruple of 
calomel, with one grain of opium : I order- 
cd the injections to be repeated every hour, 
and flannels wrung out of warm water to 
he applied to his belly every quarter of an 

= hour: 
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hour: All which were done with the moſt 
ſcrupulous attention. In the afternoon, the 
calomel was repeated without the opium. 
In the evening, finding no proſpect of re- 
lief, I thought it neceſſary to have the ad- 
vice of ſome other phyſicians, when Profel- 
ſors Bayley and Poſt were called in. 

It was propoſed by thoſe gentlemen to 
employ the warm-bath, and to take away a 
few more ounces of blood ; which were ac- 
cordingly done. By theſe meaſures, the 
inflammation was ſubdued, but without ef- 
fecting any diſcharge from the bowels : the 
injections were continued from time to time, 
but came away as they were exhibited, with- 
out the ſmalleſt feculent ſmell. 

The calomel was repeated in doſes of ten 
grains every fix hours, which fat well upon 
his ſtomach. It may be proper here to re- 
mark, that throughout the whole of his 
complaint, his ſtomach was remarkable re- 
tentive, compared with the uſual irritability 
of the organ in diſeaſes of this nature; ſo 
much ſo, that the calomel was not rejected 
in any one inſtance. goth, The calomel, 
warm-bath, and injections, were continued. 

F Without 
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Without a tedious detail of each day's pre- 
ſcriptions, ſuffice it to obſerve, that after 
continuing this plan of treatment for ſeve- 
Tal days without benefit, it was thought ex. 
pedient to adminiſter other purgative me- 
dicines in addition to the calomel, and to 
vary the compoſition of the injections. Ac. 
cordingly, we had recourſe to pills compoſed 
of jalap and cream of tartar, of each equal 
parts, which are much eſteemed in obſtinate 
coſtiveneſs; but in this inſtance they were 
exhibited for ſeveral days without any appa- 
rent advantage. 

Still continuing the uſe of the calomel as 
before, we next made trial of the caſtor- 
oil: when he had taken to the quantity of 
about a pound of this medicine, it became 
offenſive to his ſtomach; and we deſiſted 
from its further uſe. 

As his bowels appeared to have loſt all 
ſenſibility to the operation of theſe medi- 
cines, we had recourſe to thoſe of a more 
active nature, viz. the pill cocciæ and gam- 
boge, combined with jalap: Theſe were 
given in conſiderable quantities; but they 
heated his ſyſtem to ſuch a degree, that we 

thought 
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thought it hazardous to proceed further in 
the uſe of them. 

Soap being recommended by ſome of his 
friends as an infallible remedy in complaints 
of this ſort, with the view to their gratifica- 
tion, it alſo was given in large quantities. 

But none of theſe medicines appeared to 
produce any good effects with our patient. 
The injections were alſo varied: inſtead of 
the warm water, ſweet oil, molaſſes, and 
Glauber's ſalts, we made uſe of warm wa- 
ter, caſtor-oil, and molaſſes, with Glauber's 
ſalts, and a few ſpoonfuls of the infuſion of 
tobacco: injections of tobacco ſmoke were 
alſo tried: And, laſtly, injections of ſtrong 
ſoap-ſuds, which in leſs violent caſes fre- 
quently afford relief. 

The tobacco-ſmoke, and the compoſition 
containing the infuſion of tobacco, occaſion- 
ed conſiderable griping, with narcotic effe&s, 
and alſo greatly weakened our patient, but 
without producing any evacuation from his 
bowels. 

There are many inſtances recorded of 
the good effects of daſhing cold water upon 
the extremities in caſes of obſtinate conſti- 

| pation ; 
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pation ; but in the preſent inſtance, which 
appeared to challenge the whole Materia 
Medica, this alſo proved unſucceſsful. Thus 
foiled, we concluded to rely upon the ca. 
lomel, and to ſolicit its operation by occa- 
ſional mild glyſters. 

Such was the plan of treatment from the 
3oth of September until the 19th of OQo. 
ber, when he firſt began to complain of ſore- 
neſs of his gums, attended with a rumbling 
of his bowels, and inclination to go to ſtool: 
at this time he had taken 480 grains of ca. 
lomel, and of the beſt quality, beſide the me- 
dicines already related. 

We now conſidered the ſituation of our 
patient to be more favourable; for I believe 
it is a general remark among practitioners, 
that when the calomel affected the mouth, it 
is attended with a correſponding operation 
upon the bowels, and ſhortly after produces 
a diſcharge by ſtool, 

Accordingly, upon the morning of the day 
following, viz. the 2oth of October, the 22d 


day of his diſeaſe, his injections came away 


covered with fœculent matter; in the even- 
ing, they were followed with moderate dil- 
charges 


. 
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charges of fœces, in ſmall hard lumps, and 
extremely ſœtid. On the 21ſt, his ſtools be- 
came frequent, but in lumps of hard conſiſt- 
ence; and thus continued for three or four 
days. 
We now deſiſted from the uſe of the ca- 
lomel; ordered him the free uſe of broths 
and gruels, which, throughout his diſeaſe, 
had been allowed him but in ſmall quanti- 
ties. In eight or ten days, his bowels ap- 
peared to have recovered their natural ſtate; 
his ſtrength returned; and he paid a viſit 
to his friends and relations in the country, 


who were equally rejoiced and aſtoniſhed at 
his recovery. 


IV. 
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IV. 


Hiſtory of a Caſe of Cynanche, attended with 
Symptoms of a high Degree of Putreſcency, 
where a favourable Criſis ſucceeded a Paro- 
xyſm of furious Delirium. By Dr Andrew 
Crichton, of We/tmoreland pariſh, Jamaica. 


EpNzsDay, February 25. 1795, Mr 
C. P. aged about thirty-eight, of a 
healthy and robuſt appearance, was yelter- 
day ſeized with fever, which has continued 
ever ſince, attended with conſiderable in- 
flammation of the tonſils, and difficult de- 
glutition. His pulſe is frequent, but not 
full or hard; and he complains much of his 
head and back, great thirſt, reſtleſſneſs and 


uneaſineſs. He took ſome calomel and jalap 


in the morning, which has operated ſeveral 
times, but not for theſe three hours paſt, 
(five o'clock, P. M.) 
Capt. pulv. Jacob. 
P. jalap. a gr. v. ſecunda quaque 
hora,donecſupervenerit catharſis. 
Thurſday, 
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Thurſday, 26th. He only took two of the 
powders till they operated; and has been 
uſing an aſtringent gargle. During the 
night, he had a good many ſtools ; but the 
fever ſtill continues. His other complaints 
are much as yeſterday. Bibat. ſolut. nitroſ. 
et capt. ſpir. C. C. gt. xx. ſecunda quaque 
hora. At eleven, A. M. the fever went off; 
but he ſtill complained of his head and back ; 
the inflammation of the throat is much the 
ſame, attended with frequent hawking of 
viſcid phlegm. The gargle was now chan- 
ged for a mixture of ſalt and lime-juice. 
The fever kept off till about fix in the af— 
ternoon ; the phyſic operating all day, in- 
ſomuch, that he complains of conſiderable 
weakneſs from it, and very much of the want 
of ſleep. Capt. laud. liq. gt. xx. ſpt. C. C. 
gt. xl. h. s. 

Friday, 27th. The fever continued du— 
ring the greateſt part of the night; but is 
now entirely off. The diarrhæa is much 
abated, but not entirely gone. He thinks 
himſelf conſiderably eaſier, but ſtill com- 
plains much of his throat. He was now 
directed to take thirty grains nitre, with 


halt 
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half a grain tartar-emetic, every two hours; 
to continue the gargle, and inſpire the ſteam 
of hot vinegar frequently, to have the li. 
niment. volat. applied to his throat; and 
if not relieved ſoon, to have a large emol. 
lient poultice applied in its ſtead : ſhould 
the looſeneſs be urgent, to repeat the lau- 
danum and hartſhorn at night; and en. 
deavour to take a little light food fre. 
quently. 

Monday, March 2d. I was now un- 
der the neceſſity of leaving him; and did 
not get back till this day, when I found 
him in a very alarming ſituation : The fever 
had returned in the evening of the 27th, 
and continued ever ſince : his ſkin had ac. 
quired a yellow tinct; his pulſe was fre- 
quent, irregular, and very weak; the 1n- 
ftlammation of the throat of a much deeper 
red; and two or three ſmall ulcerations on 
the tonſils; the thirſt very urgent; tbe 
tongue furred and blackiſh; and he com- 
plained of a burning pain in the courſe ot 
the ceſophagus, when he ſwallowed any 
thing even of the mildeſt nature. He had 
no ſleep, nor could he bear food of any kind. 
He 
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He had taken no medicine of any kind from 
the time 1 left him, nor uſed the other re- 
medies. A very eminent praQittoner ' Dr 
Hugh James) had been called in, and ar- 
rived at the ſame time with me. He was 
now ordered to take a large doſe of Peruvian 
bark, in a glaſs of equal parts of Madeira 
wine and Seville orange. juice, with two tea— 
ſpoonfuls of brandy. Cloths dipped in pep- 
per, vinegar, and camphorated ſpirit of wine, 
were applied round the throat, and to the 
pit of the ſtomach. Should the bark not 
be retained, it was ordered to be given in 
glyſters of rich mutton broth, with two tea- 
ſpoonfuls of laudanum in the firſt. Nou— 
riſhment was directed to be given frequent- 
ly: and he was ordered to have thirty drops 
Jof laudanum at night, if he had no fleep 
; | previous to it. Should the application to 
the pit of the ſtomach have no effect in 
preventing the rejection of the bark, ſina- 
W pms were directed; and at laſt, a bliſter of 
it, ſhould it be requiſite. After taking four 
Wy Coles of the bark, he vomited it; he had 
aken twenty drops of laudanum with the 


S iirlt., The glyſters were now had recourſe 
Vo. I. X to; 
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to; but, after two had been given and re. 
tained, the bark was again tried by the 
mouth, and ſtaid very well: however, we 
perſevered with glyſters likewiſe. 

Tueſday, March 3. His pulſe this morn. 
ing was conſiderably better; and the bark 
had been retained both by the mouth and 
in glyſters. He was now ordered a pill f 
Cayenne extract between every two doſes of 
the bark; and as the throat appeared rather 
worſe, to uſe the pepper-gargle inſtead of the 
ſalt and lime-juice: a bath of a decoQtion o 
bark was prepared; and he was directed to 
remain in it as long as he could with ealc 
to himſelf, every three or four hours. 4 
glyſter of Seville orange-juice was directed 
to be thrown up between every two of the 


bark, and to be uſed as the vehicle inſtead 1 


of the mutton-broth. All his drink, which 


confiſted principally of wine and water, wii 
ordered to be acidulated. The glyſters of 


the bark with Seville orange-juice, however, 
were not retained. Towards noon, a hic- 
cough came on, which continued to increale. 


The bark-bath was highly grateful to him; | 


and 
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and he remained in it, at one time, for two 
hours together. He complained now of a 
frequent inclination to void urine, which was 
paſſed in ſmall quantities, with a good deal 
of uneaſineſs, of a deep yellow colour, 
and very glutinous. His other ſymptoms 
ſeemed rather to increaſe, particularly the 
yellow colour of his ſkin ; and his counte- 
nance began to approach the facies Hippo- 
cratica; his ſtools were intolerably fetid. 
Wedneſday, 4th. Glyſters of fixed air 
were now had recourſe to, and were given 
alternately with Seville orange-juice alone. 
The hiccough, :which had been very trouble- 
© ſome, ſeemed to be a little while {topped af. 
ter the firſt glyſter of fixed air, but ſoon re- 
© turned. He retains all his medicines and 
food; but the fetor of the ſtools and the yel- 
j lowneſs increale, as alſo the ulcerations of 
dhe throat; his pulſe, however, does not 
ank, though it is {till very feeble and irre- 
© gular. During laſt night, he was a little de- 
hrious, and ſtill continues ſo. A quantity 
Jof Seville orange-juice was added to the 
bath; and twenty drops of muriatic acid has 
deen given with each doſe of the bark. 
| X 2 Thurſday, 
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Thurſday, March sth. The quantity of 
urine has been much greater fince yeſter. 
day; but every other ſymptom, except the 
pulſe alone, ſeems much more unfavourable. 
The bark was directed to be given in a cold 
infuſion of ſnake- root and orange-pecl. A 
ſaline draught has been given every three 
hours; and as the glyſters of Seville orange. 
juice were not retained for any length of 
time, they were left off entirely, and fixed 
air injected in their ſtead, The delirium 
has been rather increaſing all day; and the 
pulſe began, about twelve o'clock at noon, to 
increaſe gradually in ſtrength, till towards 
night, when it became very full and ſtrong. 
The delirium now roſe to fury, and the pulſe 
continuing to riſe in proportion, I left off all 
his remedies, and had his head ſhaved, and ba- 
thed it with cold vinegar. The fever continued 
for three hours ; but afterwards gradually 
ſubſided, and left him in a very exhauſted 
and enfeebled ſtate. His pulſe, however, 
was conſiderably mended ; did not fall fo 


low as from his appearance might have been 
expected, and never after had the ſmalleſt Þ 


irregularity. 


Friday, 


r 
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Friday, March 6th. His bark and other 
remedies were reſumed this morning: the 
delirium is not abated entirely. Towards 
afternoon, he vomited the bark he had been 
taking during the day, and ſeemed conſider- 
ably relieved by it, and afterwards appeared 
to be much more rational and compoſed. 
The decoction of bark was now given alter- 
nately with a cold infuſion of ſnake-root. 
He took nouriſhment with ſome reliſh ; 
and ſlept well during the night, for the firſt 
time ſince the commencement of his iilneſs. 
The quantity of urine, during the day, a- 
mounted to near two gallons, and was very 
yellow and glutinous. 

Saturday, March 7th. Much better in 
every reſpect; the pulſe regular and firm, 
2nd not quicker than natural. His decoc- 
tion, inſuſion, and bath, were ſtill continued; 
but the glyſters were left off, and nouriſh- 
ment was given frequently. 

Sunday, March $th. Continues to reco- 
ver. From this time his ſtrength gradually 
returned. The yellowneſs did not entirely 
diſappear for near a month; and he was a 
good deal affected with coſtiveneſs. He is 


X now 
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now in as good health as he ever was in 
his life. 

The circumſtance which might be con. 
dered as very extraordinary in the above 
caſe, was that of the violent temporary ex. 
citement which took place as the criſis of 
the complaint, at a time when the powers of 
life ſeemed to be ebbing ſo very faſt, and pu. 
trefaction ſeemed already to have taken place. 
A more extraordinary caſe was related to me, 
which made me more attentive to the pro. 
greſs of the ſymptoms in this one, than 
otherwiſe I might have been. A gentleman 
of the pariſh of Hanover had had a fever of 
the ſame kind, and was, in conſequence of it, 
reduced to the molt dangerous extremity, 
Cold ſweats, hiccough, and prodigious tume- 
faction of the belly, all ſeemed to indicate 
that death was near at hand, Glyſters of 
fixed air were had recourle to ; and, in the 
courſe of a few hours, from a ſtate of the 
utmoſt debility, a furious delirium came on, 
attended with ſo ſtrong and permanent ſymp- 
toms of phrenitis, that large bleeding, and 
other reinedies of that nature, were em- 
ployed, and with the belt effects. This I had 

from 
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from two gentlemen of eminence in their 
profeſſion, and whoſe authority I can depend 
upon. The ſtory is well known to moſt 
practitioners in this pariſh, I have looked 
over all the hiſtories of cures I could fall in 
with, where fixed air has been exhibited ; 
but could never find a circumſtance in the 
moſt diſtant particular reſembling the above, 
except in one related in the Medical Com- 


mentaries, but where the diſeaſe proved fa- 
tal at laſt. 
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V. 


Hiſtory of a Caſe of the Epidemic Fever f Ja. 
maica terminating ſucceſsfully ; in which a 
very large quaniity of Mercury was employed, 
without any obvious Operation during the Fe. 
ver. By Dr Maclarty, Phyfician in Ja- 


maica. 


N the gth of January 1795, C. M—, 

in the twenty-fourth year of his age, 

was attacked with ilight fever, the ſymp- 
toms of which were leſs ſevere than uſual: 
by degrees the fever increaſed, and the head- 
ach, which at firſt was but inconſiderable, 
became extreme. He now alſo complained 
of a pain in the ſmall of his back, with gene- 
ral laſſitude; his countenance was fluſhed; 
his pulſe quick, and not full or tenſe. In this 
| ſituation, he was evacuated plentifully, firſt by 
a purging ptiſan, and afterwards, as the 12- 
ver ſtill kept up without the ſmalleſt remil- 
ſion, with James's powder and calomel, gr. 
xv1. of the former, vi}. of the latter, made 
into four pills, one of which he tock ever 
two hours. On Saturday, he bad a flight 
remiſſion, 


* 
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remiſſion, but of ſhort duration. The fever 
and other ſymptoms returned with equal 
violence ; the pills were again repeated, and 
he vomited a good deal of pure bile. Du- 
ring the whole of Sunday, there was no 
abatement of the fever; he was plentifully 
ſupplied with thin gruel, mint-tea, thin ſago, 
&c. and the ſkin endeavoured to be kept open 
by ſmall doſes of James's powder, repeated 
every hour. In the courſe of Sunday night, 
there was a gradual remiſſion; and towards 

Monday morning, a perfect intermiſſion. 
The bark was immediately had recourſe 
to, and regularly given in drachm-doſes 
every hour; our patient was at this tune 
cheartul, and apparently in the moſt promi— 
ſing way. In the evening the fever return- 
ed: he paſled a reſtle's diſtreſſing night ; 
and on lueſday morning was in every reſpect 
altered for the worle. Ihe fever was in- 
tenſe; the ſkin hot and dry; laborious re- 
lpiration, great reſtleſſneſs, and conſtant 
toſſing his limbs and changing his poſition 
in bed; conſiderable delitium attended, with 
a Kind of lethargic ſtupor, and a particular 
calt of countenance and gloſly eye, which 
altogether 
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altogether exhibited the moſt hopeleſs pro. 
ſpect. A bliſter had been applied the night 
before, between the ſhoulders, with a view 
to relieve the head-ach; and he had alſo taken 
ſome camphorated medicines. 

Having experienced, in the courſe of a 
very extenſive practice, the beſt effect from 
the exhibition of mercury in the prevailing 
epidemic, I inſtantly adopted the determina- 
tion to try this remedy ; and accordingly or- 
dered, at eight o'clock on Tueſday morning, 
five grains of calomel, to be given in the 
form of a pill every hour, At ten o'clock, 
my friend Dr called; and we agreed 
to conſult Dr , A phyſician of great emi- 
nence and much experience: He was accord- 
ingly called in; and gave it as his opinion, 
that it was all over with my poor friend 
M For form's ſake, he told us we 
might preſcribe a decoction of bark with 
inake-root, 

In this very diſtreſſing ſituation, I was 
pleaſed, when I mentioned to Dr my 

honeſt ſentiments on the only remedy | 
_ conceived poſſible to operate the ſmalleſt 
change for the better; he candidly ſaid, he 

had 
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had no experience of it; and the only caſe 
which he had attended, with another phyſi- 
cian, treated on this plan, had proved un- 
ſucceſsful ; but, he added, this is a caſe 
which warrants any trial. At this period 
he had taken three of the pills preſcribed. 
At eleven o'clock, of Jij. of ſtrong mer- 
curial ointment were carefully rubbed in 
on the lower extremities; the pills were 
continued every hour, as nearly as circum- 
ſtances would permit. At two o'oclock the 
friction was repeated, and again at bed- 
time, on the abdomen and upper extremi- 
ties; ſo that, by Wedneſday morning, he 
had taken 105 grains of calomel, and uſed 
one ounce of the ſtrong mercurial ointment 
moſt accurately rubbed in. The conſe- 
quence of this plan was moſt aſtoniſhing : 
The ſtupor and debility went gradually off; 
the ſkin become ſoft and open ; the pulſe 
full and leſs frequent. The morning be- 
tore, deglutition was with difficulty perform- 
ed, and he could now raiſe himſelf in bed, 
and take his drink or medicine. As the fever 
had now entirely ſubſided, there was only 
one friction of 5ij. uſed in the courſe of 


Wedneſday, 
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Wedneſday, and no pills. We thought we 
might confide in the bark, which was given 
every hour, a dram of the powder in a wine. 
glaisful of the decoQion. Under this treat- 
went, he got rapidly worſe; and, to my grief 
and aſtoniſhment, when I ſaw him on Thurl. 
day morning, he appeared to me, and to every 
medical gentleman, nurſes, and friends, 
totally and irrecoverably gone. I now la. 
mented the interruption to my original plan, 
and could not help accuſing myſelf as accel. 
ſory to the fatal change, which appeared in- 
evitable, 

I ſhould obſerve, that mercury produced 
no ſenſible operation, either as affecting the 
mouth or bowels ; on the contrary, we were 
obliged to procure evacuations by occaſional 
glyſters. 

Jo profit as much as poſſible by paſt er- 
rors, immediate orders were given to puſh 
the mercurial courſe by friction, and the pills 
without interruption, till death, or ſome more 
pleaſing cha ge, ſhould take place. 'Ihis 
was faithfully followed up under the inſpec- 
tion of bis friends; and 1 am now happy to 
have it in my power to ſay, with the moſt . 

| wonderful 
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wonderful good effects. He has had no re- 
turn of fever ſince Friday morning; and 
ſince that period he has been gradually 
gaining ground. 

He has uſed altogether 279 grains of ca- 
lomel, and twenty drams of the ung. merc. 
fort. without as yet giving the ſmalleſt taint to 
the breath. 

As I always conjoin the bark when my pa- 
tient's ſtomach will bear it, he has alſo taken 
between three and four dozen dram-doſes, 
and a good deal of the decoction. 


VI. 
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Obſervations on the Epidemic Fever of Jamaica: 
With the Hiſtory of a Remarkable Caſe ter- 
minating fatally ; in which a great quan- 
tity of Mercury was employed without any 
obvious Operation. By Dr John Todd, 
Phy fician in Jamaica. 


MONG the many intereſting events 
of the preſent times, none has ex- 
cited more attention in the minds of gene- 
Tal obſervers, than the epidemic we have 
hitherto denominated the Yellow Fever, a 
name given it in the early ſtage of its ap- 
pearance, and ſtil] retained, as diſtinguiſh- 
ing it from every other diſeaſe. The co- 
lour that has given this appellation, does 
not, in my opinion, proceed from an ab- 
ſorption of bile, diffuſed over the furface of 
the body, as in jaundice, as neither the eye 
nor urine are changed by its appearance : 
but the ſkin, towards the cloſe of the com- 
plaint, puts on a duſky hue, indicating a 
diſſolution 
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diflolution of part of the red globules of the 
blood, and their eſcape generally into the 
capillaries. 

In the detail of the following caſe, you 
will obſerve nearly all the ſymptoms that 
have uſually marked the different periods of 
the fatal epidemic. 

Miſs W , a young lady from Scotland, 
eighteen years of age, after reſiding about 
nine months in this country, in a healthy 
fituation, unexpoſed to any exceſs of heat 
or cold, or to any particular circumſtances 
that could affect a vigorous and ſound ha- 
bit of body, was, in the morning of the 1ſt 
February 1795, taken ill with fever. She 
complained of acute pain in the head, par- 
ticularly over the eyes, ſickneſs at ſtomach, 
with much inclination to vomit; the gene- 
ral heat great, countenance florid, eyes wa- 
tery, with conſiderable reſtleſsneſs and anxie- 
ty; her pulſe beating about 120 in a minute, 
full and ſtrong. She took immediately ive 
grains of calomel, and a wine-glaſsful of a 
mixture of ſalts and manna every hour aſter. 
In the evening, I found a continuance of the 
ſame ſymptoms, notwithſtanding the medi- 


cine 
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cine had operated eight times copiouſly. 
She got ten grains of calomel at bed-time, 
which continued the operation through the 
night. On the morning of the ſecond, the 
whole of the ſymptoms were nearly the fame : 
She was then ordered ſome of the ab'orbent 
powder, with a little jalap, to correct and 


carry off a ſourneſs which ſhe complained 


of feeling in the mouth, and of belching 
from the ſtomach. The medicine gave her 
ſeveral evacuations ; and, as the pain of the 
head continved, a bliſter was applied to the 
neck, to mitigate or remove it. | 
At this time ſhe began to vomit every 
thing that was given her. A ſaline mix- 
ture was ordered to be taken, with a pro- 
portion of lime. juice, in the act of efferveſ- 
cence, to counteract the irritability of the 
ſtomach. Theſe means appeared to have 
ſucceeded. From the morning of the third, 
all her ſymptoms were much relieved, a 
flight pain of the head excepted. She had 
perſpired freely through the night, had ſlept 
a little, and was tranquil and compoſed 
through the whole of it. 
It 
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It was now thought prudent to begin 
immediately the adminiſtration of the Peru- 
vian bark. She took doſes of ſixty grains 
by the mouth; and got an injection every 
two hours, in which were 120 grains of the 
powder: ſhe retained about eight doſes of 
the powder by the mouth. But towards 
evening, an acceſhon of all the former 
ſymptoms took place. As the vomiting was 
the moſt diſtreſſing, a bliſter was applied to 
the ſtomach, with a view to allay it, which 
it did as ſoon as its operation was effective. 
About midnight, ſhe was attacked with a 
new and painful ſymptom, a violent hic- 
cough. A feœtid mixture was given to re- 
lieve it; and as the heat and pulſe were 
again moderate, the bark-glyſters were con- 
tinued. She began, about ten o'clock in 
the forenoon, to complain of a ſevere burn- 
ing heat, all through the ceſophagus, as if 
what paſſed that way ſcalded her. A bliſ- 
ter was immediately applied over the whole 
courſe of the gullet : bur as the vomiting of 
every thing ſhe took continued after this, 
calomel was reſorted to, as the only thing 
trom which there was any hope of obtaining 


Vol. I. | Y relief, 
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relief. All the ſymptoms were now highly ag. 
gravated, with incefſant change of poſition, 
great anxiety, and coniiderable delirium. 

She began with five grains of the calomel 
every hour, waſhing it down with a little 
ſago or grucl. The vomiting continued the 
whole day and night, but it did not appear 
that any of the calomel pills were returned, 
On the morning of the th, the matter 
brought up changed its colour to blackneſs, 
reſembling the grounds of coffee, and uſually 
diſtinguiſhed in this diſeaſe by the name of 
the black vomit. Four ounces of ſtrong 
mercurial ointment were rubbed into the legs 
and thighs through the day, and the calome! 
continued as before. 

About this time a duſky colour was ob- 
ſerved to diffuſe itſelf over the face, neck, 
and breaſt; the pulſe returned to its na- 
tural ſtate; the ſkin became moiſt ; and the 
delirium and reſtleſſneſs were greatly abated. 
Except the circumſtance of the continuance 
of the vomiting of black matter, every thing 
wore a favourable appearance. The mercu- 


rial frictions were renewed on the morning 
of 
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of the ſixth, and the calomel continued as 
before. | 

It had been found neceſſary on the fourth, 
the fifth, and this day, to give a laxative 
glyſter, to procure one or two evacuations 
each day. The fœces paſſed nearly reſem - 
bled the matter thrown up from the ſto. 
mach. Towards the cloſe of the day, the 
diſpoſition to vomiting increaſed, the pulſe 
diminiſhed in force and quickneſs, and the 
delirium was conſiderably augmented. The 
doſe of the calomel was enlarged through 
the night; the frictions were continued, and 
wine given after every doſe of the medi- 
cine. | 

On the morning of the 7th, profuſe ſweats 
took place through every part of the body. 
The pulſe ſunk to a thread-like vibration; 
ſhe became tranquil, and ſenſible of her ap- 
proaching death: The duſky hue became 
more general over the body, and the belch- 
ings of black matter from the ſtomach were 
frequent; thus declining in ſtrength, till a- 
about ſeven o'clock in the evening, when 
ſhe expired, having taken 500 grains of calo- 


mel, and uſed by friction eight ounces of 
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the ſtrong mercurial ointment, without any 
of the uſual effects of that medicine being 
perceived. She had no hemorrhage; nor 
did the hiccough return after the uſe of the 
fetid mixture; and the complaint in the gul- 
let yielded to the effects of the bliſter. 

The error committed in this caſe was de- 
laying the exhibition of the calomel until 
the ſtomach had loſt the power of being in- 
fluenced by its action: Ihis aroſe from the 
reluctance of the family to the uſe of this 
remedy, much public diſcuſſion having ta- 
ken place, and much difference of opinion 
being entertained, reſpecting the uſeful- 
neſs of this medicine in the prevailing epide- 
mic. 

The obſervation of the firſt importance 
in this diſeaſe, reſpeQs the affection of the 
ſtomach in an unuſual and peculiar manner, 
indicating that organ to be the principal 
ſeat of the complaint; for it is a fact a thou- 
{and times experienced, that calomel has 
been given to the amount of five or ſix hun- 
dred grains, without diſplaying any action 
on the ſtomach or inteſtines, though, during 

that 
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that period, the uſual doſe of any purga- 
tive medicine has ſucceeded in its common 
operation. It has alſo been obſerved, in al- 
moſt every caſe, that where the mercurial 
has affected the ſalivary glands, and pro- 
duced ptyaliſm, the patient has recovered. 
On every occaſion where I have ſeen the 
Peruvian bark given, it has invariably in- 
crealed the irritation of the ſtomach, the 
heat, and the quickneſs of the pulſe; and 
when it has been introduced into the inte- 
ſtines by injection, conſiderable tumefaction 
and pain about the navel has taken place ; 
and, in ſome caſes, a total ſtoppage of the 

urine. 
After a ſalivation has ſucceeded the uſe 
of calomel, the Peruvian bark is generally 
given with ſucceſs, to reſtore the tone of 
the ſtomach, and to reſtrain the diſcharge 
from the mouth. The cold-bath has been 
lately tried without ſucceſs. Blood. letting, 
which excited ſo much diſcuſſion, and had 
ſo many advocates in conſequence of the 
temporary abatement of the general ſymp- 
toms, is now very nearly abandoned; nor 
Y 3 Was 
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was it relinquiſhed by its ſupporters, but on 
the molt complete proots of its fatal effects. 
Indeed, the minds of medical men appear 
now to be made up as to the moſt proper 
treatment of this fever; and in mercury is 
placed their ſole dependence. 


VII 
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VII. 


The Hiſtory of a ſingular Caſe of Diabetes, ſuc- 
ceſsfully treated by Dr Peter Shee, T cian 
at Kilkenny, 


RP. C „ a glazier, about ſixty 
years of age, of a full habit, rather 
below the middle ſtature, retired from his 
buſineſs, with a very ample competency, to 
an inactive and rather luxurious mode of 
living. In the ſpring of 1794, he was at- 
tended by an eminent phyſician, for what 
was ſaid to be an attack upon his liver, and 
got well. In the month of September fol- 
lowing, he was again attacked; and ano- 
ther gentlemen being called in, it appeared 
that he had got a diabetes. In order to 
meet the diſeaſe, the medicines uſually re- 
commended in ſuch a caſe were ordered: 
bark, ſteel, elixir of vitriol, and opium, 
were uſed without any effect. His diſorder 
Y 4 increaſed ; 
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increaſed ; and to it was now joined a pa- 
ralytic affection of the right ſide, with vio- 
lent convulſive ſhakings. Under theſe ag. 
gravated circumſtances, recourſe was had to 
the late Dr Butler, then ill, who ordered 
alum and ſome cordial medicine ; having 
firſt, like the other gentleman, formed and 
declared a fatal prognoſtic. At this period 
the gentleman firſt called was diſcharged ; 
and the treatment was continued by report 
from the apothecary to Dr Butler, who, as 
far as I could diſcover, did very little more 
for him ; and ſoon after declined any fur- 
ther interference. In this deplorable fitua- 
tion, -abandoned, and conſigned to certain 
death by his phyſician, Mr Boyle his apothe- 
cary ſuggeſted, that another phyſician ſhould 
be called; and the patient deſired him to 
call on me. 

14th September 1794, I firſt ſaw him: 
and deſperate indeed appeared to be his ſi- 
tuation. Beſides an immoderate diſcharge, 
though not involuntary, of a pale urine, and 
palſy, convulſions recurred every fix or eight 
minutes, and affected the whole right-fide, 
ſo violently, that one would imagine every 


attack 
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attack would terminate his exiſtence ; yet 
his pulſe was good, ſoft, full, and undulato- 
ry; thirſt not immoderate : he was regular 
in his body, took wine and other nouriſh- 
ment ; and, under the deſperate circum- 
ſtances of his diſeaſe, his appearance was 
rather good. 

That night I ordered a muſk-draught ; 
and the next morning, except in the colour 
of the urine, which became more natural, 
I found no change. After having conſider- 
ed the matter as attentively as poſſible, 
finding that the very powerful aſtringents 
he had taken, inſtead of checking, ſeemed 
to exaſperate his diſorder, I determined to 


continue my exertions, to obviate ſpaſm and 


convulſion, and to join mild tonics. - Hence! 
directed the following. 


R. Gumm. Kino, 21. 
Camphoræ, »ils. 
Pulv. aromatici, 3j. 
Flor. zinc, ↄſs. f. maſſa in xx pil. divid. 
Dentur ij. mane et nocte. 
With theſe was joined a decoction of ſima- 
rouba, with infuſion of valerian and the 
tincture of catechu, to the extent of an ounce, 


thrice 
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_ thrice a-day. For three days I could per- 
ceive no change; he took his medicines re- 
gularly; and 1 had his ſpine and arm well 


rubbed with equal parts of tinQure of can- 
tharides ard camphorated ſpirit. The fourth 


day, finding my patient very little better in 
any reſpeò, I began to deſpair, particularly 
as I found him averſe to more medicine ; 
and I called on his apothecary, who I knew 
had great influence with him, to beg he 
would prevail on him to finiſh his medicines. 
This he did; and I had the ſatisfaction, in 
the courſe of a week, to learn, that the 
ſymptoms began to diminiſh, firſt the diabe- 
tic, and afterwards the convulſive; ſo that, 
when I called on him, (for ten days had 
elapſed ſince I taw him), I found nothing re- 


maining of his diforders but a languor, and 


a conſiderable weakneſs in the wriſt of the af. 
fected arm. This was much helped by a 
plaſter, giving a mechanical ſupport to the 
joints and tendons of the part. A generous 
diet in a little time removed every other 
conſequence z and he lived healthy and well 
for nine months after, taking his uſual ex- 


erciſe, until June laſt, when too free an uſe 
of 
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of the bottle, of which he was fond, brought 
on a fever, which, in that hot ſeaſon, ſoon 
put a period to his exiſtence. The day be- 
fore he died, he had an immoderate diſ- 
charge of urine. 

When the above caſe occurred, I had not 
ſeen the Medical Commentaries for laſt year, 
which notices a work of Dr Richter, where 
the ſame mode of treatment is recommended 
in diabetes. The book itſelf has not fallen 
into my hands; nor do I find, that the Doc- 
tor has adduced any caſe where camphor has 
ſucceeded. From the fact J have related, and 
from another which ſoon after occurred, I 
have little doubt, that camphor, in many 
inſtances, may be a very uſeful remedy in 
that affection. In the month of April laſt, I 
was called to Mr C——, who had an old 


white ſwelling inflamed, which ſoon ſphace- 


lated ; and, notwithſtanding the exertions of 
the late Dr Butler and myſelf, terminated 


unhappily. During the progreſs of the mor- 
tification, and about a week before his death, 


the patient had ſuch a flow of urine as de- 


monſtrated diabetes. I immediately joined 


camphor 
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camphor with the other medicines he was ta. 
king ; and can with truth ſay, that upon its 
exhibition, the interval between the dif. 
charges were conſiderably protracted, and 
the diſcharges much diminiſhed, 


VIII. 
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VIII. 


The Hiſtory of a Caſe, terminating fatally, from 
ſwallowing a Plumb ſtone. By Dr George 
Borthwick, Phyſician, Kilkenny. 


8 W „a boy between four and five 
years old, was brought to me on the 28th 
Auguſt 1795, apparently in a ſtate of ſuf- 
focation, from having ſwallowed a plumb- 
ſtone about five minutes before. I imme- 
diately introduced my fore-finger into the 
pharynx, as far as I could reach, but diſco- 
vered no extraneous body, I then made the 
child endeavour to ſwallow a mouthful of 
water, which ſeemed to go down with ſome 
difficulty, but for a few moments afterwards 
ſeemed to leflon the pain and other ſymp- 
toms: They ſoon, however, returned with 
equal violence. But after the child had at 
intervals ſwallowed five or fix draughts of 
water, he ſaid he found himſelf perfectly well, 
the great pain in the throat, and ſtrangula- 


ting 


| 
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ting appearance of breathing, being altoge- 
ther gone: On which he walked home, 
about ten minutes after he was brought to 
me. 
He that day dined with a good appetite : 
was free from any ſymptom of ſuffering du- 
ring the afternoon; took his ſupper as uſual; 
had a good night; and, in the morning, 
was in perfect health, and breakfaſted with 
a good appetite, having had no return of 
pain. | 
But a ſudden change occurred in the fore- 
noon : He complained of violent pain in the 
throat, about half way between its upper 
part and the ſternum ; the muſcles of the 
face became frequently convulſed; and a 
violent cough took place. This pain was 
not increaſed on ſwallowing, nor did there 
ſeem to be any mechanical obſtruction in the 
ceſophagus ; but after every fit of coughing, 
he complained much of pain ; his reſpiration 
was quick and laborious; his face red, 
and ſomewhat turgid, attended with proſtra- 
tion of ſtrength, and great frequency of 
pulſe. 
I thought it rather difficult to account for 
ſuch 
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ſuch a ſudden attack of theſe ſymptoms; 
yet I thought the molt reaſonable conjecture 
was, that as the ſtone might have produced 
much irritation in its paſſage, the preſent 
ſymptoms proceeded from the acceſſion of 
inflammation in conſequence of this irrita- 
tion, and might be propagated from the œſo- 
phagus to the trachea. Under this impreſ- 
ſion, the patient was bled freely, both by ve- 
neſection, and by leeches applied to the 
part affected. As the cough was ſevere, a 
bliſter was laid on the breaſt, and one on 
the back. Gentle purgatives were given, 
and the ſtools regularly examined. 

During the fourth and fifth days, the 
ſymptoms were more moderate, but not re- 
moved; the patient had a tolerable appe- 
tite; and deglutition gave no pain; but on 
every fit of coughing, he ſtill complained 
of great pain in the throat; and at this pe- 
riod the ſtone had not paſſed per anum. Drs 
Baker and Butler were now called in, who 
reckoned it improbable, from the hiſtory of 
the caſe, that the ſtone remained in the ceſo- 
phagus : on the ſtricteſt examination with 
the fingers, externally, on the courſe of the 

trachea 
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trachea and ceſophagus, nothing could be 
diſcovered; nor did preſſure on any part 
give pain. h 

As the antiphlogiſtic plan had been car- 
ricd to a ſufficient length, it was agreed on 
in conſultation to leſſen the irritation by the 
uſe of opiates at proper intervals, and to 
keep the bowels moderately open. This 
leſſened the frequency, though not the vio- 
lence, of the cough, every fit of which had 
a ſuffocating look, until a copious diſcharge 
of mucus put an end to the paroxyſm. 

The patient continued in this way for fix 
or ſeven days, frequently appearing chearful, 
and having a good appetite for ſeveral hours 
in the day; at other times languid and diſ- 
liking food, the pain in the throat, on every 
fit of coughing, continuing as before. As 
the ſtone had now been ſwallowed above 
ten days, and had not paſſed per anum, toge- 
ther with the circumſtance of the pain in 
the throat ſtill continuing, we agreed to in- 
troduce the probang, from a ſuſpicion that 
the ſtone might be lurking in ſome part of 
the ceſophagus. 


The probang was cautiouſly introduced 


completely 


MEDICINE, 1796. 353 


completely into the ſtomach; and being 
withdrawn, the patient ſaid, that the pain, 

ſo conſtantly felt, was now perfectly gone. 
He ſoon went to fleep, and continued free 
from cough tor more than twenty-four hours, 
without the uſe of the opiate. This ſpeedy 
amendment ſucceeding the uſe of the pro- 
bang, inclined us to think, that the ap pear- 
ances on the day of the accident had been 
deceitful, and that, till now, the ſtone had 
been in the œſophagus; and as the probing 
ſeemed to have been to effectually uſed, we 
expected that the caſe would not be attended 
with any further trouble or danger. 

In this we were much diſappointed ; for 
on the ſecond day after the uſe of the pro- 
bang, the cough and laborious reſpiration 
became as ſevere as formerly, with this dif- 
ference, that the patient ſaid he had no re- 
turn of the pain formerly felt in the throat. 
The expectoration now had a more uniform 
appearance, and was often ſtreaked with 
blood. We were obliged to uſe the opiates 
as circumſtances required: The patient's 
appetite was in general pretty good: on 

Vol.. I. Z. ſome 
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ſome days he was chearſul, and did not 
cough much; on others he was languid, and 
diſtreſſed with coughing. In this way he 


continued until the zoth September, when 


he died fudd-nly and unexpectedly. During 
the two days before his death, he ſeemed to be 
in every reſpect better; ſlept well the night 
betore he died ; was chearful when he awa- 
ked, and took his breakfaſt. 

His mother, withing to have the room he 
was in waſhed out, had him carefully con- 
veyed to her own bed in an adjoining room: 
As ſoon as he was laid down, an effort to 
cough came on, which ſeemed to meet with 
ſome obſtruction; on which, his whole body 
became convulſed for a. few feconds ; and, 
after remaining in a ſtate of inſenſibility for 
an hour, he expired. 

On examining the body, the TO ſtone 
was found in the lower extremity of the 
trachea, where it divides. The inner mem- 
brane of the trachea was much inflamed, as 
were alſo the lungs, which adhered ſtrongly 
on each ſide to the pleura coſtalis. 


We 
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We certify that the hiſtory of this caſe, and 
appearances on diſſection, are correctly 
ſtated. 


KILKENNY, Sioned JohN BAKER, M. D. 
Oct. 13. 1795. Sned Ep. BurLER, M. D. 


REMARKS. 


In this caſe, there was much ſingularity, 
from the child's continuing well until the 
day after the accident. There was every 
ground to believe, that the ſtone had paſſed 
the ceſophagus ſoon after being ſwallowed, 
ſince, during the firſt day and night, there 
were no ſymptoms that could induce any ſuſ- 
picion of its having taken a different road. 

I have ſtated, that the uſe of the probang 
ſeveral days ſubſequent to the accident pro- 
duced great relief for twenty-four hours, and 
a removal of the pain in the throat, fo con- 
ſlantly complained of. It is probable, that 
the probang, though in the ceſophagus, chan- 
ged the ſituation of the ſtone in the trachea 
to another place, where for ſome time it gave 
no irritation; but as ſoon as irritation was 


4 Bond produced, 
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produced, the violent cough returned. This 
is rendered probable, when we recollect, that 
in the firſt inſtance the child continued for 
more than twenty-four hours free from un- 
eaſineſs, after the ſtone had fairly got into 
the trachea. 

It would ſeem, that previous to the uſe of 
the probang, the ſtone was fixed in the 
trachea, about mid-way between the larynx 
and the ſternum, where the pain was always 
felt; and that afterwards it was not ſta. 
tionary, unleſs from its own gravity. It 1s 
probable, that when the child was brought 
to me, the violent ſymptoms were owing to 
the ſtone being only in its paſſage through 
the larynx or glottis; for although 1 felt 
no extraneous ſubſtance, the introduction of 
the finger would moſt likely puſh down the 
epiglottis ; and therefore, though the ſtone 
might be partly in the glottis, it could not 
have been diſcovered. The poſſibility of ſuch 
an occurrence ſhould be kept in view by 
practitioners, as there might be a chance of 
extracting the extraneous body; or, ſhould it 
eſcape into the trachea, a knowledge of this 

| fact 
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fact would govern the prognoſis and future 
treatment with more preciſion. 

Had it been certainly known that the 
ſtone was in the trachea, it is probable, that 
if bronchotomy had been performed on that 
part of the trachea where the pain was felt, 
the ſtone might have been extracted, and 
the patient ſaved. Although no particular 
ſpot ſhould be pointed out by pain, yet, if 
there is a certainty of an extraneous body 
baving got through the larynx, which is not 
likely to be thrown up by coughing, the 
operation might be warrantable ; and, by 
proper forceps, the body might be laid hold 
of and extraQted, though at ſome diſtance 
from the opening made in the trachea. 
Where any doubt may remain of the ex- 
traneous body having got into the trachea, 
a ſurer diagnoſis perhaps could not be found, 
than the hiſtory and diſſection of this caſe 
afford, 
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IX. 


Two Caſes, ſbewing that the Anterior Part / 
the Brain may ſuſtain conſiderable Injury 
without a fatal Conſequence. By Dr John 
Nelſon Scott, Phyſician in the e of Man, 
and Surgeon to the Second Regiment of Roya! 
Manx Fencibles. 


CASE I. 


'NHarLEs Joss, by birth a Swiſs, aged 
twenty-ſeven years, of a weakly con- 
ſtitution and delicate frame of body, a pri- 
vate ſoldier in the ſecond regiment of Royal 
Manx Fencibles, but, when the accident 
happened, body-ſervant to our Colonel, Lord 
Henry Murray, was riding into the town of 
Douglas, along the Quay, on the night of 
the 17th December 1795, when he was 
caught by the hook of one of the lateral 
iron lamp-ſupporters, which, inſtead of being 
fixed in the wall, was hanging down about 
two feet below the lamp-iron. The horſe 


providentially was not going faſt, when the 
hook 
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hook ſtruck his face, and fixed a little be- 
low the ſuperciliary ridge of the right eye. 
He pulled up the horſe as ſoon as he could ; 
but was already drawn half-way back out of 
the ſaddle, and was almoſt ſuſpended by the 
hook. The horſe now ſtood ſtill, and he en- 
deavoured to extricate himſelf, which, how- 
ever, was not effected for ſome time, as he 
ſcarcely knew what he was about. After he 
was diſengaged, he took out of the wound, 
which was bleeding profuſely, what he 
thought was part of the irun nook, but what 
was certainly bone. I looked at the hook 
that night, and found it entire, but bloody, 
with ſmall particles of flaſh and bone ad- 
hering to it, from about an inch and a 
halt trom the end. He fat on horſe-back 
for about four yards from the lamp; then 
got off, left his horſe, and walked alone to 
my father's houle, a diltance of about a 
hundred and twenty yards. On his way thi- 
ther, he loſt much blood, as 1 plainly traced 
the next morning. He was not long ſeated 
in the ſurgery, when ſyncope came on, du- 
ring which ſtate the haemorrhage ſtopped, 
and did not again break out. He moaned 

2 4 much, 
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much, making ſigns that his face ſhould not 
be touched. 

When recovered a little, I examined the 
wound, which really looked ſhocking ; one 
of the ſides, hanging down near the eye, 
gave the appearance as if that organ was dif. 
placed, and leaning on the cheek. The 
wound was triangular, and ſeated imme- 
diately above the right eye, and its centre 
was over the middle of the ſuperciliary 
ridge, which was almoſt all ſplintered. I 
took away with the ſorceps different pieces 
of bone, ſo that the ridge was entirely de. 
ſtroyed, except a little at the external angle, 
That the dura and pia mater were torn, and 
the brain injured, I concluded, from the eaſy 
introduction of a probe- director through the 
frontal ſinus, from perceiving portions of 
ſubſtance reſembling brain in and about the 
wound, and from the point of the groove of 
the director being filled with a ſubſtance alſo 
reſembling brain. I was aware, in this exa- 
mination, of the wholeſome advice given 
by Parie and others, to be cautious not to 
miſtake the matter which is ſecreted into the 
frontal ſinuſes for the ſubſtance of the brain, 

or 
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or a ſracture of the external table of theſe 
ſinuſes for one of both laminæ. I muſt re- 
mark, that the introduction of the director 
gave moſt exquiſite pain, and brought on in- 
voluntary motions in the legs and arms; 
inſomuch ſo, in the former members, that 
the ſhop- boy, who was ſtanding on my right 
with ſponge and water, was almoſt knocked 
down. 

After all the ſplinters were removed, I 
joined the ragged edges of the wound by 
three flitches, and then covered it with dry 
lint; over this, with lint wet with tinctura 
benzoes compoſita, and then a pledget of 
cerate. To retain theſe, I ufed a filk pocket- 
handkerchief very gently drawn together. 
The paticnt was faint during the drefling, 
and vomited thrice: It was ſome conſider- 
able time before he could be removed to an 
inn. The pupil of the left exe was alternate- 
ly contracted and dilated ; that of the right 
much dilated. The next morning, (18th), 
I found the patient much better than I had 
any reaſon to expect; the pain of the wound 
was, and had been, but trifling, the pulſe 
about ninety; no heat; tongue rather 

clammy : - 
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clammy: He had ſlept four hours this morn- 
ing, which, however, was attended with 
ſtartings; had vomited three or four times 
in the night, after ſwallowing ſome toaſt and 
water. On raiſing the handkerchief, I per- 
ceived the lint quite moiſt with a kind of ſe. 
rous bloody diſcharge, which, by inſinuating 
itſelf into the right eye, gave much uneaſi- 
neſs: This profuſe diſcharge was, | imagine, 
partly from the frontal ſinus. I removed 
the external lint, which came away eaſily ; 
put on freſh ; and over it, inſtead of a pled- 
get, linen-cloths wet in a watery ſolution of 
ceruſſa acetata. Though the pulſe did not 
indicate blood-letting, yet, fearful as I was 
of inflammation, I took away from the arm 
full fifteen ounces of blood, which was fol- 
lowed with deliquium. I preſcribed a purge 
of five grains of calomel, and twenty-tive of 
jalap; a mixture with gitre; a water gruel 
diet; a dark and cool room, and quict in 
every reſpect. 

19th. Has had a tolerable night; pain of 
wound, and diſcharge rather more than yeſ- 
terday ; pulſe ninety-three, and full; not 


much 
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much heat; tongue whitiſh ; thirſt conſider- 
able; vomited a little laſt night. The pur- 
gative operated briſkly; had bad dreams, 
but no ſtartings, in the night; pupils much 
dilated ; viſion perfect; on fitting up in bed, 
he complained of vertigo. Freſh lint was 
applied to the wound; nitrous mixture, &c, 
continued. | 


20th. No material change from yeſterday, 
Treatment the ſame. 

21ſt. Pain not much; pulſe eighty-five, 
and pretty natural ; no untoward ſymptoms ; 
all the lint was removed from the wound, 
which looked tolerably well, diſcharging at 
the ſame time a well-digeſted pus, and rather 
in large quantity; none of the ſtitches were 
removed; dry lint continued, with a pledget 
of wax and oil, in place of the cloths, 
with the ſolution of the acetated lead : The 
purge, as before, was repeated to-night ; the 
quantity of nitre leflened, as nauſea was 
complained of after taking it. 

22d. Wound goes on well ; purge operated 
but mildly : the patient was allowed a ſmall 
quantity of weak beef tea three times a- day, 


but 
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but not to fit up out of bed: the nitrous 
mixture was diſcontinued. 

24th. The patient to-day, for the firſt time, 
ſat up out of bed for about ſix hours, when 
finding a flight head-ach and vertigo, he re- 
turned into it. On cutting out the ſutures, 
I perceived a piece of bone protruding at the 
lower angle of the wound, which was remo- 
ved with the diſſecting forceps. Healthy 
granulations are ſhooting out on all parts. 
Dreſling and diet as before. 

27th. Patient in all reſpeQs recovering ; 
ſits up every day for about ſix or ſeven hours, 
and walks acroſs his chamber. The diet 
was this day mended. >"ﬀ>ﬀ©<=o= 

January 3. 1795. Wound cloſing faſt ; 
there has been no more exfoliation : the pa- 
tient was allowed to walk, with a man at his 
ſide, before the doors. | 

January 15th. The wound is nearly 
healed, the patient recovering ſtrength ; and 
he returned this day to the ſervice of Lord 
Henry Murray. 


CASE 
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CASE II. 


As Daniel Kewley, aged about forty-five, 
of Black Quarter, in the pariſh of Concon 
in the Iſle of Man, was returning from the 
fair at Douglas, on the night of March 28. 
1796, he was knocked down at the end of 
that town, and robbed. He lay in this ſitua- 
tion for about an hour, when he was taken 
up, and conveyed to a neighbouring ale- 
houſe, where I was ſent for. I found the 
man in a perfectly ſenſeleſs ſtate, part of 
which I attributed to intoxication. There 
was a clean wound of about two inches and 
a half long, about one full inch above the 
leſt ſupercilium, and pretty exactly parallel 
with it. On ſeparating the lips of the wound 
I found the bone clefr quite through for 
about two inches, but not with the leſt ſplin- 
ter, or fracture, or fiſſure running from it; 
and from the appearance and feel of it, I 
was certain it had been done with an inſtru— 
ment like to a cutlals, I eaſily paſſed the 

little finger of my right hand into the ſcull, 


and 
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and found the dura and pia mater torn; and 
in bringing back the finger, turned out, on 
the end of it, ſome of the ſubſtance of the 
brain. 1 approximated the edges of the 
wound, put in three ſtitches, and dreſſed it 
as deſcribed in the firſt caſe. The patient, 
who had ſcarcely moved or groaned betore, 
ſeemed as if rouſed by the pain from the ſu- 
tures; and aſked, in a low tone, for his watch 
and money; when we told him they were 
gone, he moaned greatly. He ſaid, he had 
not drunk much, and that it was ale: he 
complained as if ſomething was tight about 
his head; and ſaid, he ſaw twenty candles 
about him : he endeavoured to make water, 
but could not: neither could he vomit, 

though he made many efforts to that effect. 
29th. This morning, two or three ſoldiers 
were confined on ſuſpicion ; and the end of 
a ſword was produced, which had been 
picked up early in the morning, near the 
place where the deed was done; and in 
the evening, the handle of a ſword, corre- 
ſponding with the other part, was brought 
to light by a ſerjeant. Ihe fword was a 
e heavy 
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heavy cut-and thruſt one; and about the part 
where it was broken, the edge was much 
notched. I found the patient out of bed, 
expreſſing a wiſh to go home, (a diſtance of 
about three miles); and he had been drink- 
ing ſome ale. His eyes looked heavy ; an 
eryſipelatous ſhade was over his whole face: 
he had vomited often that morning ; was 
hot and reſtleſs ; his pulſe quick, frequent, 
and hard; tongue white, with much thirſt ; 
made water freely; and complained of 
much pain in his head, particularly above 
the eyes; the lips of the wound looked 
flabby, the lint moiſt with a bloody ſerum, 
I removed the dreflings ; and would have ap- 
plied dry lint with a ſaturnine cataplaſm ; but 
the patient would not allow of the latter, 
therefore a pledget of wax and oil was uſed. 
Neither bleeding, purging, nor, in ſhort, 
any one thing more than dreſſing the wound, 
was ſubmitted to; partly from the patient's 
own inclination, but particularly owing to his 
wife, who oppoled whatever ſhe thought un- 

neceſſary. 
32th. The patient was prevented from go- 
ing home by ſome friends ; he had ſtopped 
| all 
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all night in a public houſe, and confeſſed, 
that laſt night and this morning he had ta- 
ken ſome hot ale with pepper, as he ſaid, 
* to put away the cold in his back, and the 
puking.” Nothing was this day ſubmitted 
to, though he was very feveriſh; the head 


indeed was dreſſed, but he would not allow 


the ſutures to be cut out, the putting in of 
which had done more harm than good ; the 
diſcharge was profuſe, and ill digeſted. This 
evening the man walked home. 

Ziſt. The patient walked to town, and had 
his head dreſſed: he complained much of 
pain ; ſaid, he had not flept at all in the 
night, was thirſty, had no appetite, pulſe 
about ninety, and hard ; that he had taken 
no ale; and that a little boiled bread and 
milk, on which he ſupped laſt night, was 
vomited up. I intreated him much to ſtay 
in town, to be bled, &c. but to no purpoſe. 
He had no ſtool fince the accident; but, at- 
ter much perſuaſion, he took two ounces of 
purging ſalts with him to the country. 

April 1. He walked to town, to get his 
head dreſſed; was much in the ſame ſtate as 
vellerday; ſaid, he had taken the falts, 

whieh 
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which had purged him ; but, that every ſtep 
he went to-day, gave him pain in his head. 
My father examined the patient with me to- 
day: and he perfeQly coincided as to the 
extent of the injury. I got leave, and cut 
out the ſtitches; The patient would hear of 
nothing to- day; but ſaid, that if to-morrow 
he was not better, he would be bled. 

2d. Buſineſs called me out of town, ſo 
that I did not fee the man to-day ; he con- 
ſented, however, to loſe blood, which was 
done by my father ad deliquium, and to take 
ſome pills of calomel and jalap; he promi- 
ſed alſo to refrain from ale. He ſtaid in 
town to-night, owning that he was not able 
to walk home, © his head was ſo ſick.” 

zd. The patient was rather better than 
worſe; had ſtill vomiting at times; was 
thirſty, with a foul tongue; no appetite ; 
{kin rather hot; pulſe about eighty- ſour, and 
full; belly looſe; wound flabby, and the edges 
of the bone of a pearly white; diſcharge ſa- 
nious and fetid. 1 wiſhed him to take the 
ſaline mixture, and to loſe more blood; 
both of which he very flatly refuſed. Wound 
continued to be dreſſed with dry lint, and 
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a wax and oil pledget. He remained in 
town to-night. 

6th. Finding himſelf a little better, and 
that motion did not fo much affect his head, 
after getting it drefſed, he walked home to the 
country : the edges looked more natural, a 


yellow tint, which was in the face, almoſt 


gone; no vomiting ; appetite but bad; pulſe 
ſeventy-eight, neither full nor hard. 

8th. Came to town, and was dreſſed; 
wound looking rather better ; pain of head 
leſs ; pulſe pretty natural; appetite impro- 
ving. From this time till the 2oth, I ſaw the 
patient but twice, when I left the iſland with 
my regiment. 'The man then became my 
father's patient ; under whoſe care he was 
for about ſeven weeks, occaſionally viſiting 
our houſe, when the external wound was 
cloſed. But the patient went to his work as 


a farmer, ſoon after, or about the middle of 
May. 
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X. 


Hiftory of a Caſe, in which Singular Symptoms 
occurred from the ſwallowing of an Iron Nail, 
which remained in the Stomach for about jif- 
teen Months. By Dr Philip Robarts Wil- 
ſon, Phyſician at Barnet. 


G1KL in the fourth year of her age, in 
the month of February 1793, by ac- 
cident ſwallowed an iron nail, nearly two 
inches in length. In its paſſage, it wound. 
ed the eſophagus, which bled freely ; and 
a ſoreneſs was felt there for ſome time. In 
about a fortnight, a trifling cough ſuper- 
vened, with thirſt and general fever. This 
fever had remiſſions and exacerbations ; but 
the cough and thirſt became inceffant, with 
occaſional fickneſs, and pain in the ſtomach 
and bowels. In the winter, the child began 
to expeQorate much phlegm, particularly 
in the morning. This was invariably attend- 
ed with diſtreſſing pain in the region of the 
ſtomach. Her appetite, however, during 
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the remiſſions of fever, was ſomewhat in- 
proved; and ſhe gradually recruited her 
ſtrength a little. But during the fifteen 
months for which the nail was preſent in 
her ſtomach, her growth was almoſt entirely 
ſuſpended. 

On the 5th of May 1794, 1 was conſulted 
reſpecting the complaints of this child, on 
the ſuppoſition that ſhe had worms. Not 
knowing any thing of the former circum- 
ſtances, I was ready to aſcribe the above 


ſymptoms to the preſence of worms ; and | 


preſcribed medicines with this view of the 
cale. The child at this time appeared to be 
in the laſt ſtage of a decline, having regular 
night-ſweats and hectic- fever. 

On the 5th of May, at noon, the child 
was ſeized with retching; and after throwing 
up much blood with ſome violence, the nail 
came up, enveloped in blood and mucus. It 


was covered with a conſiderable quantity 


of ruſt, particularly about the point. After 
the expulſion of the nail, every bad ſymptom 
gradually diſappeared; and the child has 


| ſince remained in a ſtate of perfect health. 


SECT, 
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MEDICAL NEWS. 


HE following intereſting article of me- 

dical news has not probably fallen 
into the hands of many of our readers; and 
to all of them it will, we doubt not, appear 
ſo ſingular as to deſerve particular attention. 
If the obſervations made by Mr Scott ſhall be 
confirmed by the experience of others, the 
nitric acid will afford a moſt valuable remedy 
for combating diſeaſes, againſt which the 
remedies commonly employed are often at- 
tended with ſo much inconvenience. 
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LETTER TO $1R JOSEPH BANKS. 


Bombay, 6th May 1796. 


I EMBRACE an opportunity of ſending you 
a ſhort account, that I haye juſt publiſhed, 
of the effects of the nitrous acid on the hu- 
man body. As I have long made uſe of 
this aQtive agent in a great variety of 
caſes, I am perſuaded that I have not been 
deceiving myſelf. Another paper will ſhort- 
ly be publiſhed on this ſubject, which 1 
ſhall alſo take the liberty of ſending you. 
The acid that I now employ for internal uſe, 
is procured from a mixture of three parts 
of alum, and one of nitre. I have no objec- 
tion to my name being uſed on this ſubject; 
for I really believe, that ſuch a remedy 
would be highly uſeful to mankind, if judi- 
ciouſly employed, eſpecially in warm climates, 
where a tendency to animaliſation gives a 
particular character to all our diſeaſes. 
| I am, &c. 
H. SCOTT, 
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ACCOUNT OF THE EFFECTS OF THE NI- 
TROUS ACID ON THE HUMAN BODY. Ex- 
TRACTED FROM THE BOMBAY COURIER, 
APRIL 30. 1796. 


Tux following attempt to extend a little 
the limits of the healing art, is inſcribed as 
a tribute of reſpe& to the character of Dr 


James Anderſon, Phyſician-general at Ma- 
dras. 


In Auguſt 1793, I employed myſelf for 
ſome time in making experiments on the 
bile, a ſecretion that is connected in a great 
degree with many of the diſeaſes of this 
country. I wiſhed to unite ſome of the 
calces of mercury with the reſinous matter 
of that fluid ; for I imagined that I might 
diſcover ſome chemical affinity between thoſe 
ſubſtances, and be able to ſee by what means 
this metal is ſo ſingularly qualified for re- 
moving obſtructions “ of the liver. 


* I haye uſed the word ob/truttion to expreſs the chro- 
nic diſeaſe of the liver, ſo common in this country. 
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I had colleQed, for experiment, a quan- 
tity of the reſinous baſe of the bile of a buf. 
falo, which 1 had ſeparated very carefully 
from its ſoda, and from the lymphatic mat- 
ter with which it is united. I had put a 
dram or more of this ſubſtance into a veſſel, 
to which I added about half of the ſame 
weight of the red calx of mercury, with ten 
or twelve ounces of water. On heating the 
whole together, I was ſurpriſed to obſerve, 
that the baſe of the bile became remarkably 
more ſoluble in the water. I cannot ſay that 
I obſerved the red colour of the calx in any 
great degree altered ; but it is known to re- 
rain its brilliancy with different quantities of 
oxygene . I filtrated this bitter ſolution, 
which depoſited the baſe of the bile, as the 
water evaporated in the ordinary heat of the 
atmoſphere. I ſhall at another time conſi- 
der this ſubject with a little more attention. 

M. Fourcroy has obſerved, that water diſ- 
ſolves a ſmall portion of the baſe of the bile. 
In this experiment, a conſiderably larger 


* See Experiments by Van Mons on the Red Oxide of 
Mercury. | 


quantity 
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quantity was taken up than water could 
have diſſolved, which I attribute to the oxy- 
genation of the reſin by the pure air of the 
calx. I had ſome reaſon to think, that ob- 
ſtructions of the liver do often conſiſt of a 
depoſition of the refin of the bile, which, I 
now began to ſuppoſe, might be rendered 
ſoluble in the animal fluids, by the pure air 
of the mercurial preparations that are given 
for the diſeaſe. I have ſeen livers, on the 
diſſection of the dead, of a pearl colour, and 
much enlarged, which, I ſuſpect, were com- 
poſed in a good meaſure of this reſinous 
matter. I have even found it, from accurate 
trials, in a conſiderable quantity, in the ſub- 
ſtance of a liver that was apparently with - 
out diſeaſe. Is the well-known effect of new 
graſs, in diſſolving the biliary calculi of the 
gall- bladder, that cattle get in the winter. 
time, to be accounted for from the pure air 
of green and aſceſcent vegetables ? 

It is acknowledged, that all the calces of 
mercury which are uſed in medicine, contain 
a quantity of pure air; but I know of no di- 
rect experiment having been hitherto made, 
to prove that the effect of mercury in diſeaſes 
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of the liver, or in other maladies, dependz 
on this principle, and not on the metal itſelf. 

The experiments that I had made on the 

baſe of the bile, inclined me to wiſh to take 

myſelf a quantity of pure air, united to ſome 
ſubſtance for which it has no great attraction. 

I refle&ed on the different ways that are em- 
ployed by chemilts to oxygenate inanimate 

matter ; for I believed, that the ſame chemi- 
cal attractions would produce a ſimilar effe & 
in the living body, although they might be 

diſturbed in their operation by the vitality 
of the machine, and the variety of the prin- 
ciples of which it is compoſed. 

The nitric acid, as may be ſuppoſed, was 
one of the firſt ſubſtances that occurred to 
me as fit for my purpoſe; for it is known 
to contain about four parts of vital air, uni- 
ted to one of azote, with a certain proportion 
of water. Theſe principles can be ſepara- 
ted from each other by the intervention of 
many other bodies, as chemiſts find every 
day in their {operations. I was led, beſides, 
to give a preference to the nitric acid, from 
obſerving, that it diſſolyes very completely 

the 
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the reſinous baſe of the bile. I have ſince 
found, that the celebrated M. Fourcroy had 
made the ſame obſervation before me. 
Before I began to take the nitric acid, I 
conſulted all the accounts of it, that I could 
procure, with a view of learning ſomething 
of its effects on the human body. The reſult 
of this inquiry was but little ſatisfactory; for 
I only found that it had been given as a 
diuretic, in very inſignificant quantities, or 
recommended in general terms, where the 
mineral acids are ſuppoſed to be uſeful. I 
did not think myſelf warranted to adminiſter 
it to others from ſuch ĩmperfect information; 
but I reſolved to take it myſelf; and 1 
thought I was particularly qualified to deter- 
mine its effects, as I had reaſon, for a long 


time before, to complain of my liver. 


In September 1793, I began to take the 
nitric acid. I mixed about a dram of the 
ſtrongeſt I could procure, with a ſufficient 
quantity of water; and I was happy to find, 
that I could finiſh that quantity in the courſe 
of a few hours, without any diſagreeable 


effects 
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effects from it. The following is the journal 
that I kept of myſelf at the time. 

11th September, 1ſt day. Took at dif- 
ferent times about a dram of ſtrong nitric 
acid, diluted with water. Soon after drink- 
ing it, I feet a ſenſe of a warmth in my ſto. 
mach and cheſt ; but find no diſagreeable 


ſenſation from it, nor any other material ef. 


fect. 

2d. I have taken to-day a conſiderable 
quantity of acid, diluted with water, as much 
as I could eaſily drink during the forenoon. 

3d. I have continued the acid. I feel my 
gums affected from it, and they are ſome- 
what red, and enlarged between the teeth. 
I ſlept ill; but could lie for a length of time 
on my left ſide, which, from ſome diſeaſe 
in my liver, had not been the caſe for many 
months before. I perceive a pain in the 
back of my head, reſembling what I have 
commonly felt when taking mercury. 

4th. My gums are a little tender. I con- 
tinue the acid as before. I ſtill find a pain 
in my head, and about my jaws, like what 

| | ariſes 


— oa 


— + 


„rere 


MEDICINE, 1795. 387 


ariſes from mercury. I perceive no ſymp- 
toms of my liver-complaint. 

gth. I have taken the acid ; and always 
feel an agreeable ſenſe of heat after drinking 
it. I ſpit more than uſual. 

6th. 1 continue the acid. I obſerve my 
mouth ſorer to-day, and ſpit more. 

7th. I think I am now ſufficiently oxyge- 
nated, I feel my mouth ſo troubleſome, that 
I ſhall take no more acid. 

From this time my mouth got gradually 
well, and I found my health conſiderably 
improved. 

I now began to ſuppoſe, that I had diſ- 
covered a remedy for that chronic diſeaſe of 
the liver, which is much more common 
here than the acute hepatitis. I thought that 
it might in ſome reſpect be preferable to mer- 
cury, as it did not appear to produce the in- 
conveniences that ariſe from the uſe of that 
metal. I have given it ſince to a number of 
people, who had taken mercury for hepatic 
obſtructions, without being effectually cured ; 
and I have found it in many caſes produce the 
moſt agreeable conſequences. It it were pro- 
per on this occaſion to be more particular in 


detailing 
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detailing the caſes in which I have admini- 
{tered this remedy, I believe I could make 
it very probable that I have not been decei- 
ving myſelf, In the acute hepatitis, I have 
hardly employed it; for where the life of a 
perſon is in immediate danger, I have 
thought it my duty to make uſe of remedies 
that are eſtabliſhed. 

I have, with the beſt effect, oxygenated 
ſeveral people with the nitric acid, who were 
much reduced by tedious intermittents. 
That kind of fever is often connected with 
a diſeaſed liver or ſpleen. In conſequence, 
I think, of this remedy, I have ſeen them 
recover their natural colour from a leaden 
or bilious hue, and regain their ſtrength 


from a long continued weakneſs. I believe, 


if given in a ſufficient quantity, it would be 
very uſeful in the fever of this country, 
which has been called bilious, or nervous, 
or putrid, and for which mercury appears 
to be a ſpecific. 

I have met with two inſtances only i in this 
country of diabetes. They were both na- 
tives, and in the decline of life. I cured 
them both by mercury, after many other re- 

medies 
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medies had been tried. One of theſe men 
had a relapſe of his diſeaſe, which 1 removed 
a ſecond time with the nitric acid. I thought 
this a ſatisfactory correſpondence in the ef. 
fects of the two remedies. May they not 
both be uſeful in that diſeaſe ? 

The great reſemblance that I perceived in 
myſelf, between the effects of mercury and 
of the nitric acid, made me anxious to know 
if the acid would remove the various ſymp. 
toms of ſyphilis. In September 1793, it 
was adminiſtered, at my defire, by my 
friend Mr Anderſon, ſurgeon of the 77th re- 
giment, to a perſon who had a head-ach that 
came on every night, and which had long 
been ſuſpeQed to ariſe from lues. He had 
taken ſeveral courſes of mercury on this ac- 
count, which carried away all the uneaſy 
ſymptoms ; but they as conſtantly returned 
after a certain period. On uſing the acid 
for about a fortnight, he got perfectly free 
from his head-ach, and he remained very well 
for a few months, as was uſual to him after 
mercury. 

I have now had a pretty extenſive expe- 
rience of the good effects of the nitric acid 


in 
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in ſyphilis; and I have reaſon to believe; 
that it is not in general leſs effectual than 
mercury in removing that diſeaſe in all its 
forms, and in every ſtage of its continuance, 
I think that in ſome caſes it has even ſu- 
perior powers; for I have ſucceeded com- 
pletely with the acid, when mercury, admi- 
mitered both in this country and in Europe 
for years together, had failed of ſucceſs. 
We appear to be able to carry the degree 


of oxygenation of the body to a greater 


length by means of the nitric acid, and to 
continue it longer than we can do by mer. 
cury. | | 
A maſs of mercury, in the circulation, 
produces many diſagreeable effects, that 
make it often neceſſary to give over its uſe 
before it has anſwered its intention : but the 
nitric acid may be taken a long time without 
any material injury to the health; nor are 
its effects on the mouth, in producing inflam- 
mation, and a flow of ſaliva, ſo diſagreeable as 
irom mercury. | | 
A man could hardly offer to his ſpecies a 


greater bleſſing than a new remedy againſt 


any of the hoſt of diſeaſes that aſſail us: 
| , | but 
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but the reputation of ſpecifics, with the ex- 
ception of a few inſtances, has ariſen only 
from the weakneſs of the human mind. 
Am I too deceiving myſelf, and attempting 
to lead others into error ? | 

As the acid that I diſtil is not ſtrong, and 
is of unequal ſtrength at different times, I 
am regulated chiefly by the taſte in giving 
it, I put half or three fourths of a Madeira 
glaſsful of it in two pints of water, or I make 
two pints of water as acid as 1t can well be 
drunk. This quantity is finiſhed every 
twenty-four hours, taking about a Madeira 
glaſsful only at a time. 

I have ſometimes removed ſyphylitic ſymp- 
toms with the acid in five days ; more com- 
monly, I think, they give way in a fortnight; 
but ſometimes, though ſeldom, they continue 
tor twenty days without any apparent relief, 
I muit confeſs, that in ſome cafes 1 have fail- 
ed altogether ; but in thoſe caſes, mercury 
had long been given to little purpoſe ; the 
bones were highly diſeaſed, and the habit 
probably of a peculiar kind. I have, cured 
ſyphilis with the acid, under a variety of 
forms, where no other remedy had ever been 
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employed, and for above two years I have 
ſeen no relapſe in thoſe caſes. I have admi- 
niſtered it againſt the primary ſymptoms of 
the diſeaſe, and I have given it for exoſtoſes, 
for carious bones, for noQurnal pains, for 
eruptions and ulcers of the ſkin, and for all 
the train of miſery that is attendant on lues. 
I have the pleaſure to ſee, that ſeveral of my 
friends have begun to uſe the nitric acid in 
ſyphilis, and in other diſeaſes. An account 
of their experience, which every body wall 
eſteem the moſt reſpectable authority, will 
make the ſubje& of a future paper. 

I hope this flight account will induce me- 
dical practitioners to try the effect of the 
nitric acid in ſyphilis, a diſeaſe which, in 
in this climate, is ſo frequently the diſgrace 
of their art. Too often the miſerable wretch 
is but worn down ſooner by the very reme- 
dies that are called in for his relief. 


Quæſitæque nocent artes; ceſſere magiſtri, 
Fhyllirides Chiron, Amythaoniuſque Melampus. 


VISO. Geoks, III. 
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Ma Jon KENN TD, Surgeon to the third 
battalion of native infantry, in the ſervice of 
the Honourable Eaſt-India Company, at 
Bengal, in a letter to Dr Duncan, dated at 
Chunar Gurr, the 25th April 1795, gives 
the following account of a febrituge-bark; 
which he has lately employed. 


On my return to Bengal, after the laſt 
Myſore war, I accidentally fell in with Dr 
Roxburgh at Samulcottah. From him I ob- 
tained a large quantity of the febrifuge-bark, 
which he has diſcovered in the hilly parts of 
the Carnatic. I uſed it with much ſucceſs 
in a great number of cafes; and being far 
diſtant from the ſource of ſupply, I was indu- 
ced to commence a ſet of experiments on the 
bark of the toon-tree; and I found, from 
compariſon, that it poſſeſſed qualities ap- 
proximating to Dr Roxburgh's bark, al- 
though the bitter was not powerful. I have 
uled it in common for theſe laſt twenty 
months, both in the form of powder, and 
B b 2 of 
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of extract in their ſimple ſtate, and likewiſe 
of extract combined with the bitter nut. 
From all theſe different forms, I*have found 
great advantage in the cure of fevers, and 
of different kinds of ulcers, whether vene- 
real or of the ſimple vitiated kind. To foul 
ulcers, where the fetor was intolerable, and 
where the diſcharge was of a ſanies nature, 
a little of the powder ſprinkled on the parts, 
and dreſſings applied of wax, oil, and the 
powder mixed, in a few days made them put 
on a very different aſpe&. Fine healthy 
granulations, and a well-digeſted pus, was 
the reſult of all the trials I have yet made. 

1 uſe the extract under the form of pills, 
commonly joined with Khutt Kullegie nut, 
a very pure and elegant bitter. One ounce 
of this extract, and two drams of the nut, 
I have divided into 120 pills, and I have 
found this formula very ready and portable 
for giving a full doſe of the medicine. I 
ſeldom exceed nine pills in the day, that is, 
three every fourth hour. In ſome obſtinate 
caſes, however, I have given a dozen. I 
have taken the liberty of ſending you ſome 


pounds of the bark, and two pots of the 


extract. 
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extract. And I have alſo ſent along with 
it a bag of the nut Khutt Kullegie, or Ku- 
ring, the country-name. The outer crult 
is rough and prickly, and I have taken it 
off. I hope they may reach you in good 
preſervation, I ſubjoin a letter which I re- 
ceived ſome time ago from Dr Roxburgh, 


who is now ſettled at the Botanical ,garden, 
Calcutta. 


DAR SIR, 


I ave received yours of the 1ſt inſtant, 
with ſome of the powdered bark, and extract 
of the toon-tree. Your obſervations there- 
on gave me much ſatisfaction, for the follow- 
ing reaſons. 

On my arrival in Bengal, at the cloſe of 
the laſt year, for the firſt time I found the 
toon-tree. There are many of them in the 
Botanic garden. On obſerving that it was 
a non-deſcript, and a new ſpecies of the ge- 
nus Swietenia, (of which genus the tree 
which produces the bark you got trom me 
at Samulcottah is another new ſpecies), I 
was induced to make ſome few experiments 


B b 3 on 
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on its bark; and I found it was poſſeſſed of 
ſenſible qualities nearly equal to mine. In- 
deed, it poſſeſſes rather more aſtringency, but 
leſs bitterneſs: It may therefore, as you ob- 


ſerve, be improved by the addition of a 


ſmall portion of the Khut-Kullegie, which 1 
believe 1s a very pure bitter, | 

From what 1 have ſaid, you will obſerve, 
that the toon, and the tree which produces 
my febrituge-bark, are not the ſame, büt 
different ſpecies of the ſame genus. I in- 
cloſe you ſome of my bark, Swietenia fe- 
brifuga, the better to enable you to go on 
with your experiments, the reſult of which 
I will thank you to make me acquainted 
with. My experiments on the bark of the 
Swietenia febrifuga will very likely be pu- 
bliſhed in the fourth volume of the Aſiatic 
Reſearches, which is now in the preſs. It 
you will give me leave, I will add a copy of 
your letter to a few ſhort obſervations on 
the toon-bark or probably you will wiſh to 
ſay ſomething more upon the ſubject. 


W. RoxBURGH. 


CALCUTTA, 10th Auguſt 1794. 


I need 


= 
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I need not add, that it will afford me 
much ſatisfaction to hear, that the toon- 
tree-bark, upon trial in Europe, may corre- 
{pond with the account I have given of its 
medical virtues. 


| J. KENNEDY. 


* „ #* * , 
Ws are happy to find, that conſiderable 
progreſs has been made in the pneumatic 
inſtitution projected by Dr Beddoes at Bri- 
ſtol. Several hundred pounds more have 
lately been ſubſcribed ; and we are inform- 
ed, on good authority, that the propoſer 
has now little doubt but that it will ſoon be 
ſet on foot in a proper way. Still, however, 
freſh contributions are deſirable, as it would 
be much to be lamented, if an attempt to 
ſolve the problem of the action of differently 
modified atmoſpheres on the human body, 
in different morbid conditions, ſhould be 
left imperfect for want of an inconſiderable 

ſum of money. | 
Dr Beddoes, we are told, ſoon intends to 
circulate the outlines of a plan for the exe- 
„ cution 
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eution of this deſign. In that paper, he will 


ſolicit the ſuggeſtions of medical and philo. 


ſophical men, in order that, by a compariſon 
of ideas, he may be enabled to diſpoſe of 
the contributions to the greateſt advantage, 
for promoting the knowledge of phyſiology 
and pathology. 1 
« * * * * 
* | 
Dx W1THERING, of Birmingham, in a let- 
ter to Lr Duncan, has the following obſer. 
vations with reſpe& to pneumatic medicine. 
„“ With us, pneumatic medicine is advan- 
cing ; and I tkink enough has been done to 
authoriſe me to ſay, that a cure of conſump. 
tion is yet to be ſought for. Hydrocarbo- 
nate and oxygene are the two airs that have 
moſtly been uſed ; and theſe ſhould be dilu- 
ted with eighteen or twenty times their 
bulk of atmoſpheric air. The former weakens 
the firoke of the pulſe, occaſions vertigo, 
and ſon:etimes excites nauſea, It produces 
a diſpoſition to ſleep, abates the cough, and 
eales the reſpiration in ſome aſthmatic af- 
fections; but in active hemoptoe, it affects a 
cure 
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cure more ſpeedily, and more pleaſantly, than 
J have ſeen done by any other means.* Oxy-#, 
gene, on the contrary, excites the! a&i8n of 
the arterial ſyitem, warms the extreiitiee, 
and ſeems to envigorate the vital principle, 

without exhauſting it. From theſe laſt cir- 
cumſtances, you will at once conceive it ap- 
plicable to a very extenſive claſs of diſ- 
eaſes. I have lately uſed it with advantage 
in two caſes of melancholy; and 1 have 
ſeen it remove the paralyſis of lead, which 

- had been treated to little purpoſe, by the 
other more uſual means.” 


0 


DR Francis Ricsy BRODBELT, of Ja- 
maica, in a letter to Ur Duncan, gives him 
the following account of ſome obſervations 
and experiments which he has made on the 


gas contained in the air- bladder of the ſword- 
fi. 


* 1 will relate to you a few experiments 
which 1 made during my paſſage to this 
iſland, 
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iſland. I had often wiſhed to determine 
what is the nature of the gas which 1s con- 
tained in the air-bladder of fiſh; and I was 
perhaps prevented from finding it out, by 
hearing Dr Monro, in his lectures, ſay, it 
was natural to ſuppoſe it fixed air. How- 
ever, although this authority prevented me 
from putting it to the teſt of experiment for 
fome time, yet one day, on our voyage, ha- 
ving caught a very large ſword- fiſn, I collect- 
ed the contents of all the air-bladders, for 
in that fiſh the bladder appeared divided into 
innumerable cells, which had no communi- 
cation with each other. They afforded ſo 
much air, that I collected a quart-bottleful, 
My ſurpriſe was great to find that the gas 
contained was oxygene. A flame was 
brightened, an ignited ſtick was made to 
rekindle ; and it was ſo ſtrong and pure, 
that the common experiment of a piece of 
ſteel-wire, heated and put into it, ſucceeded 
well, and threw out a moſt vivid light when 
melting. I have committed to writing my 
thoughts on this ſubject at greater length; 
and I wiſh to infer, that this pure air is to 

ſerve 
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ſerve the purpoſes of life, when the animal 
is far below the ſurface of the water.“ 


ks 
» 
Mx Georct KELLIx, ſurgeon to his Ma- 


jeſty's ſhip the Iris, in a letter to his father, 
Mr Kellie ſurgeon in Leith, has communica- 
ted to him the following obſervations on the 
anatomy of the ſhark, 


The uſes of comparative anatomy are ſo 
univerſally allowed, that I ſhall make no apo- 
logy to you for having dedicated ſome time 
to diſſections of this kind, when ſubjects of- 
fered, or for troubling you with the detail 
of the appearances I obſerved in the ſhark, 
the prime viz of which 1 judge to be both ſin- 
gular and unknown. Previous, however, to 
entering on this deſcription, it will be ne- 
ceſſary to remark, that whenever J have oc- 
calion to mention the dimenſions of any 
particular part, I take the deſcription from 
one three feet and a half in length. 

The ſtomach differs little in general from 
that of other fiſhes ; it is capacious, ſtrong, 

and 
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and muſcular, and internally lined with a 
fine villous coat. Its lower end is gradually 
produced into a form ſomewhat reſembling 
the head of an alembic; while the duodenum, 
or ſmall gut, forms its retorted neck, or ra- 
ther reſembles the figure and the proportion 
of the duQtus cyſticus to the gall-bladder. 
The pylorus, or opening of the ſtomach into 
the ſmall gut, is extremely ſmall, eaſily ad- 
mitting a coinmon probe, but with difficulty 
a catheter. It 1s not formed with any valve, 
doubling, or ſphinQer; its minuteneſs indeed 
ſeems to render any mechaniſm of that kind 
unneceflary. Near it we oblerve a number 
of blind lacunæ, in which, as well as in the 
pylorus itſelf, 1 have always found a number 
of ſmall white worms, "reſembling threads. 
The diviſion of the inteſtinal canal into va- 
rious portions, arbitrarily aſſumed in per- 
| haps all other animals, is determined by na- 
ture in the ſhark, For, when viewed in ſitu, 
the ſtomach and great gut appear as two 
large receptacles connected by a ſlender tu- 
bulated gut. 

The {mall inteſtine is about eight inches 


In 
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in length, and only the third part of an inch 
in diameter. Its texture is ſo firm and ela- 
ſtic, and its coats ſo thick and tendinous, 
that, when laid hold of, it feels like a ſolid 
cord, or tendinous rope. The capacity of 
the gut, throughout its whole length, is ſo 
ſmall, that a common catheter completely 
fills it; nor could it admit an inſtrument of 
a larger ſize. From the great ſtrength, 
thickneſs, and elaſticity of its coats, when 
tranſverſely cut, the paſſage preſerved its 
circular appearance ; and its tranverſe dia. 
meter meaſured about three tenths of an 
inch, When laid open longitudinally from 
one end to the other, each longitudinal ſec. 
tion preſerved its half. cavity entire. The 
internal coat is uniform and ſmooth, without 
the leaſt appearance of duplicature or valve. 
The ſmall inteſtine proceeds from the ſto. 
mach downwards, without any convolution, 
and is attached by a tranſparent myſentery 
to the ſpine. Before its termination in the 
great gut, it ſwells, and produces a firm car- 
tilaginous bulb. The entrance of the ſmall 
into the great inteſtine, is not by a gradual 
dilatation of the capacity of the tormer, but 


it 
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it abruptly opens by an orifice ſimilar to the 
pylorus. This opening, too, is ſurrounded 
with glandular lacunæ, in which ſmall white 
worms were always found. 

The great gut is about thirteen inches in 
length, is large and capacious, and runs in 
nearly a ſtraight direction downwards to its 
termination at the anus, between the ven- 
tral fins. Its coats are thinner, but more 
muſcular, than thoſe of the ſmall gut, and 
are capable of great dilatation. When no 
diſtending force is applied, the diameter of 
the gut is a little more than an inch; but it 
was yet capable, by a little force, of admit- 
ting my whole hand. When the great in- 
teſtine is laid hold of, a very conſiderable 
thickneſs, ſeeming as if it were a continua- 
tion of the ſmall gut, is diſtinQly felt run- 
ning through its whole length. In the firſt 
diſſection 1 made, I was therefore ſurpriſed, 
on introducing a probe from the ſmall into 
the large gut, when I diſcovered it had not 
paſſed into this, which I ſuppoſed to be its 
real continuation. But, on laying open the 
great gut, I immediately diſcovered the re- 
markable ſtructure which had deceived me. 

| found 
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I found within the gut a very deep proceſs, 
running longitudinally through its whole 
length, rolled up in ſuch a manner, that 
when felt through the coats of the gut, it 
_ reſembled in firmneſs and ſize the ſmall in- 
teſtine. On cutting the gut tranſverſely, 
this longitudinal proceſs was ſeen rolled 

round itſelf, and filling, as it were, the in- 
teſtinal cavity. On inverting the inteſtines, 
I clearly perceived this longitudinal dou- 
bling proceeding from the back-part of the 
gut. On drawing out the longitudinal dou- 
bling, or proceſs, the whole very exactly re- 
ſembled the natural appearance of the gut 
and meſentery of a quadruped ; and as the 
meſentery is a production of the external or 
peritoneal coat, ſo this proceſs appears evi- 
dently a production or doubling of the vil- 
lous coat of the inteſtines. At the middle 
of the inteſtines, this proceſs meaſures about 
ſeven inches in breadth ; but gradually de- 
creaſes as it approaches the extremities ; ſo 
that, when ſpread out, it reſembles in form 
an elliptic arch. The floating edge of the 
proceſs contains, in its duplicature, two large 
vaſcular trunks, which ſend a variety of rami- 
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fications to the proceſs and gut. The pro- 


ceſs itſelf is uſually ſoft and villous, and ſo 


plentifully ſupplied with blood-veflels, that 
it ſeems covered with red points. 
The ravenous diſpoſition of the ſhark ar- 


gues an exceedingly quick and powerful di- 


geſtion. But though the ſtomach be very 
large and capacious, the alimentary canal 
is very ſhort, and furniſhed neither with val- 


vulæ conniventes, like quadrupeds, nor ap- 


pendices cœcæ, like the greater number of 
fiſhes : but, inſtead of theſe, the ſhark is fur- 
niſhed with an inteſtine. proceeding from 
the ſtomach, of ſuch ſmall capacity, that no 


matter can paſs through it, but what is tho- 


roughly digeſted, and almoſt fluid. Thus 
digeſted matter is only conveyed from the 
ſtomach into the large gut, which, though of 
conſiderable capacity, is yet, in compariſon 


of the ſize of the animal, very ſhort : and, as 
it is unfurniſhed with valves, the digeſted 


matter which it receives would have paſſed 
too quickly through the body, had not Na- 
ture provided otherwiſe. The longitudinal 


proceſs, of great extent, rolled and doubled 
round itſelf, almoſt filling the gut, not only 


{erves 
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ſerves every purpoſe of the valvulz conni- 
ventes, but anſwers the purpoſe of a larger 
gut, or one furniſhed with appendices ; for 
by this the deſcent of its contents is impeded, 
at the ſame time that they are * to a 
very large abſorbing ſurface. 

To conclude : On diſſecting the ſhark, the 
ſtructure of the primæ viæ appeared to me 
extremely curious, and a ſtriking deviation 
from the uſual plans of nature. The com- 
mon dog-fiſh of the north ſeas ſo exactly re- 
ſembles the ſhark, in its external appear- 
ance and voracious appetite, that I ſuſpect- 
ed the fabric of the inteſtines would alſo have 
reſembled the ſhark's. I have lately, how- 
ever, diſſected a dog-fiſn, and find i was 
miſtaken in my conjecture. Its great gut 


is crowded with very large valvulæ conni- 
ventes. 


8 


D RICHARD Pzarson, of Birmingham, 
has tranſmitted to many of his friends the 
following circular letter, dated July 1. 1796, 
reſpecting a particular practice in phthiſis 

Vol. I. Ce pulmonalis, 
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pulmonalis, which, he thinks, he has em- 
ployed with great benefit. 


Having, for the laſt two years, preſcribed 
the vapour of vitriolic æther to patients la- 
bouring under phthiſis pulmonalis, and ha- 
ving, both in hoſpital and private practice, 
experienced the beſt effects from its uſe in 
this frequent and formidable diſeaſe, I am 
preparing to lay before the public a report 
of the caſes in which it has been given, ac- 
companied with remarks on ſome other re- 
medies that may be employed with advan- 
tage in the cure of conſumptions. Being 
deſirous, in the recommendation of a. new 
medicine, to have my own evidence ſupport- 
| ed by the concurrent teſtimonies of other 


practitioners, I take the liberty of calling 


your attention to this ſubject, and of ſub- 
mitting to your notice my method of uling 
this application, which is ſimply this: I di- 
rect the patient to pour one or two tea-ſpoon- 
fuls of pure vitriolic zther, or of zther im- 
pregnated with cicuta in the manner here- 
after deſcribed, into a tea-cup or wine. glaſs, 
and afterwards to hold the fame up to the 

mouth, 
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mouth, and draw in the vapour that ariſes 
ſrom it with the breath, until the æther is 
evaporated, This is repeated three, four, 
or five times, in the courſe of a day, for a 
month or ſix weeks, more or leſs according 
to circumſtances. The firſt effects of this 
application are, an agreeable ſenſation of 
coolneſs in the cheſt, an abatement of the 
dyſpnœa and cough, and, after ten minutes 
or a quarter of an hour, eaſier expeQora- 
tion. The ultimate effects, provided other 
proper meaſures be not negleQed, for this is 
not to ſuperſede the uſe of other medicines, 
but to be employed in conjunction with them, 
are, a removal of the local inflammation, a 
cleanſing and healing of the ulcerated lungs, 
and a ſuppreſſion of the hectic fever. To 
aſſert that all theſe beneficial conſequences 
will flow from its application in every ſpecies 
and degree of phthiſis pulmonalis, would be 
adopting the language of quacks, and inſult. 
ing the underſtanding of every one experien- 
ced in the profeſſion : But to ſay that ſome 
of theſe good effects are likely to reſult 
from its uſe in moſt inſtances, and moſt of 
them in a great number of inſtances, is aſ- 
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ſerting only what an experience of two years, 
in a ſituation where the opportunities of ma- 
king trial of it have been very frequent, has 
fully confirmed. 

The falutary operation of the ther ap- 
plied to the lungs in the form of vapour, I 
have found to be greatly promoted by ſeve- 
ral volatile ſubſtances that are ſoluble in it, 
but by none more ſo than the cicuta. 
By macerating a ſufficient quantity of the 
dried leaves of this plant in ther, for the 
ſpace of three or four days, or at moſt a week, 
and occaſionally ſhaking them together, a 
very ſaturated tincture is obtained, which 
may be inhaled in the ſame manner, and in 
the ſame doſes, as the pure ether. My pro- 
portions are a ſcruple or halt a dram of the 
powdered leaves to every ounce of the æther. 
The narcotic particles of the cicuta, conveyed 
in this manner, along with the æther, to the 
diſeaſed lungs, act as a topical application with 
the beſt effect: hence æther, thus impreg- 
nated, ſucceeds in molt inſtances better than 
when it is employed alone. The only un- 
pleaſant circumſtance attending the inhala- 

tion of this ethereal tincture of cicuta, is 


2 
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a flight degree of ſickneſs and giddineſs, 
which, however, ſoon got off. 

It cannot be expected that I ſhould here 
point out every ſymptom, or ſet of ſymp- 
toms, which indicate or forbid the uſe of 
this application : I ſhall only remark, that 
it appears to be beſt ſuited to the florid, or 
what is commonly termed the ſcrophulous 
conſumption. Where the pulmonic affec- 
tion is complicated with the meſenteric ob- 
ſtruction, or diſeaſes of the other viſcera, or 
a dropſical condition, it affords but tranſi. 
tory relief; and in the very laſt ſtage of 
the diſorder, the proper time of uſing it is 
paſt. | | 

Should you be induced, Sir, by this ad- 
dreſs, to make trial of the vapour of vitriolic 
ther, impregnated with cicuta, in phthiſi- 
cal caſes, I ſhall be glad to be favoured 
with your remarks and obſervations upon it, 
whether in its favour or not. All commu- 
nications on this ſubjeC are requeſted to be 
ſent before the 1ſt of January next, as after 
that time the treatiſe will be printed. 

RIcRARD Pear80n, M. D. 

BIRMINGAHAM, July 1. 1796. 

C c 3 DR 
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DR Jamts HamiLToN junior, of Edin- 
burgh, who lately publiſhed the firſt vo. 
lume of a work, entitled, Obſervations on 
. the Seats and Cauſes of Diſeaſes, illuſtrated 
by the Liſſections of the late Profeſſor Mor- 
gagni of Padua, has made conſiderable pro- 
greſs in preparing for the preſs the ſecond 
volume of this intereſting publication. Al. 
though a conſiderable part of this Work, as 
may be inferred from the title-page, is taken 
from the celebrated Morgagni's truly va- 
luable Work, De Cauſis et Sedibus Morbo- 
rum; yet it can neither be conſidered as a 
tranſlation nor an abridgement. His chief 
objects are, as will appear from the firſt vo- 
lume, which is already publiſhed, to new- 
arrange the whole, dividing diſeaſes, as had 
tormerly been done by Macbride, into the 
four claſſes of univerſal, local, ſexual, and 
infantile; to retain only thoſe facts which 
ſeem eſtabliſhed on unequivocal authority ; 
to prefix to each collection of caſes a view 
of the general ſymptoms and ſeat of the 


diſeaſe; 


el 
ce 
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diſeaſe; and to add obſervations on the 
cauſes, and remarks on the hiſtories detailed. 
In the firſt volume, conducted upon this 
plan, Dr Hamilton has already treated of 
two great ſubdiviſions of the firſt claſs, or 
univerſal diſeaſes, viz. fevers and inflamma- 
tions; and in another volume he hopes 
to complete the remainder of the univerſal 
diſeaſes; after which he will continue to 
publiſh, in a fimilar manner, the local, 
ſexual, and infantile diſeaſes. If the re- 
mainder of this Work ſhall continue to be 
executed with the ſame accuracy and diſ- 
cernment which are diſplayed in the firſt 
volume, it can hardly fail ſtrongly to intereſt 
the attention, apd to prove a Work of great 
utility, eſpecially if to the whole be added 
a proper index, exhibiting a view of the ſeve- 
ral morbid appearances of the proper or- 
gans. 


A Worx entitled, Medicina Nautica, An 
effay on the diſeaſes of ſeamen, which wall 
comprehend an account of the ſtate of health, 

Cc4 for 
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for three years, in Earl Howe's fleet, written 
by Dr Trotter, phyſician to the fleet, is now 
in the preſs, and will ſoon appear. Great 
improvements having lately taken place in the 
medical eſtabliſhment of the navy, and in the 
royal hoſpitals, from the ſuggeſtion of the 
phyſician of the fleet, he has deemed it neceſ- 


fary to publiſh the preſent Work, that their 


utility may be known. We underſtand that 

this volume will be particularly valuable for 
numerous facts on the ſubject of contagion, 
as the opportunities of the author for col- 
lecting his evidence have been uncommonly 
great. 


* * * % 


Dx TYTLER has circulated propoſals for 
publiſhing, by ſubſcription, Pædotrophia, or 
the art of rearing and nurſing children, a 

poem, in three books, tranſlated from the 
Latin of Scævole de St Marthe, treaſurer of 
France, at Poictiers; with the lite of the 
author, from the French of Michel and 
Niceron, his epitaph, and his dedication of 
this poem to Henry III. of France. 

| Mx 
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Mx Grorct KELLIx, ſurgeon to his Ma- 
jeſty's ſhip the Iris, who has already com- 
municated to the public, in the 19th vo- 
lume of the Medical Commentaries, ſome in- 
tereſting facts, reſpecting the effects of com- 
preſſion by the Tourniquet, in ſtopping the 
cold fit of intermittents, has ſince that con- 
tinued to beſtow particular attention to this 
ſubject: and an account of his experiments, 


and obſervations reſpecting it, will probably 
ſoon be publiſhed. 


Ma Joan BLI, ſurgeon in Edinburgh, 
who ſome time ago publiſhed a volume on 
the anatomy of the bones, muſcles, and 
joints, has now made ſuch progreſs in the 
proſecution of this Work, that a ſecond vo- 
lume, containing the anatomy of the heart 


and blood-veſlels, will be publiſhed in a ſhort 
time. 


Da 


410 ANNALS OF 


Da GiRTAaNNER has long employed him. 
ſelf in analyſing ſome bodies hitherto conſi- 
dered as ſimple, and thinks he has obtained 
the following reſults. 

1. Phoſphorus conſiſts of azote and Wen 
gene, like ammonia. 

2. The fixed alkalis conſiſt of carbone and 
azote, ſoda containing more azote, . 
more carbone. | 

3. Sulphur conſiſts of carbone and hydro- 
gene. | 
4. The fluoric acid has a compound, pro- 
bably a triple baſe. 

5. Arſenic ſeems to conſiſt of carbone, 
azote, and hydrogene. 

LThe proofs of theſe aſſertions are ſoon to 
be publiſhed at length in Gren's Journal of 
Natural Philoſophy. 


IN order to render the pathology of tile 
bones more perfect, Profeſſor Arneman pro- 


poſes 
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poſes to publiſh a ſeries of elegant plates, 
to illuſtrate the changes which bones un- 
dergo from internal cauſes. His own exten- 
ſive collection, and the examination of thoſe 
of others, ſupply him with the materials 
for executing ſuch a Work. He will after- 
wards explain the diſeaſes, with reference 
to the practical treatment, in a ſeparate 
publication. The firſt plates are already 
engraved, and ſerve to illuſtrate the mollities 
oſſium. Repreſentations of bones diſeaſed 
from lues, gout, rickets, ſcrophula, ſcurvy, 
and the itch, will be ſucceſſively publiſhed. 
To render this Work as perfect as poſſible, 
Dr Arneman invites thoſe who poſſeſs diſ- 
eaſed bones, which differ from ſuch as are 
already engraved or deſcribed, to ſend an ac- 
count of them, and to aſſiſt him in his un- 
dertaking. 


Tux phyſical claſs of the Royal Academy 
of Sciences at Berlin, has propoſed the fol- 
lowing queſtions. 1. Of what nature are 
the earthy conſtituents which chemical ana- 

| lyſis 


412 ANNALS OF 


lyſis diſcovers in the different kinds of grain 
of this country? 2. Are theſe taken up in 
the ſtate in which they are found ? or are 
they produced by the power of lite, and the 
action of the organs of vegetation ? 

The Royal Academy wiſhes, that thoſe 
who undertake the inveſtigation of theſe im- 
portant queſtions would ground their inveſ- 
tigations upon experiments which may de- 
termine with certainty the component parts 
of the ſoil in which the grain grew, and 
lead to a compariſon of theſe with the fixed 
conſtituents of the grain itſelf. Anſwers 
may be ſent till the 1ſt of June 1797; and 
in the following month of September, a gold 
medal of the value of fifty ducats, will be 
given for the beſt Eſſay. 


Tux Harveian Society of Edinburgh have 
propoſed for five ſueceſſive years, prize-que- 
ſtions, reſpecting the effects of different 
modes of bathing. 
For 1790, concerning the cold bath. 
For 1797, concerning the tepid bath. 


For 
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For 1798, concerning the hot bath. 

For 1799, concerning the vapour- bath. 

And for 1800, concerning the medicated 
vapour · bath. | 

Diſſertations on theſe ſubjects muſt be 
tranſmitted to Dr Duncan ſenior, phyſician, 
or to Mr John Bell, ſurgeon in Edinburgh, 
on or before the 31ſt of December of the 
year for which the queſtion is propoſed. 


AMoNG the premiums given by the So- 
ciety in London for the encouragement of 
arts, manufactures, and commerce, for the 
year 1796, is one of fifty guineas to Mr John 
Ball of Williton, for the diſcovery of his 
method of preparing Engliſh opium, or o- 
pium prepared from poppies reared in Eng- 
land. This opium is atteſted by ſeveral 
phyſicians who have made trial of it, and 
whoſe letters are inſerted, to be at leaſt 
equal in efficacy, in the ſame doſe, to fo- 
reign opium. Mr Ball, in one of his letters in 
the correſpondence with the Society on this 
ſubject, aſſerts, that he has no doubt that 

the 
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the opium which he prepares from poppies 
growing in his own garden, may be afforded 
at half the price of the foreign opium : for 
that, in a few years, we ſhall be able to ren- 
der it from five to eight ſhillings per pound, 
without the leaſt adulteration. And I am 
of opinion, ſays he, that the more barren 
ground, which in ſome places lets at from 
two to ten ſhillings an acre, will, with very 
little expence, anſwer for the growth of pop- 
ples. I ſhall take care, this ſummer, to find 
out whether any particular ſort or colour 
produce the moſt opium. 

We ſhall give the letter entire, which con- 
tains the method of preparing the Engliſh 
opium. | 


My LorDs anD GENTLEMEN, 


By your ſecretary, Mr More, I received 
your reſolutions reſpecting your purchaſing 
from me the mode of my preparing the 
ſample of opium, which I took the liberty 
of ſending to you, and at the ſame time to 
beg the favour of your having a ſufficient 
trial of its properties, which I find you 
have been ſo obliging as to have done, and 

likewiſe 
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likewiſe to have granted me the fifty gui- 
neas, as purchaſe of my method of prepa- 
ring opium, for which you have my ſincere 
thanks. I am exceedingly pleaſed to find 
that it was thought worthy of the notice of ſo 
honourable and reſpectable a ſociety : and I 
am fatisfied there can be no other mode of 
preparing or collecting the pure and genuine 
opium, than what follows. i 


Nothing can be more ſimple, or attended 
with leſs expence, than the making or ex- 
tracting the pure and genuine opium from 
the large poppies, commonly called or known 
by the name of Garden-popptes, the ſeeds of 
which I would adviſe. to be ſown the latter 
end of February, and again about the fe- 
cond week of March, in beds three feet 
and a half wide, well prepared with good 
rotten dung, and often turned and plough- 
ed, in order to mix it well, and have it fine, 
either in ſmall drills, three in each bed, in 
the manner fallads are ſown; and when 
about two inches high, to thin them one 
toot apart, or otherwiſe to rear them in 
beds in the broad caſt way, and thin them 

to 
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to the ſame diſtance; and if the weather 
ſhould prove wet at that time, thoſe that 
are taken up may be tranſplanted ; but I do 
not ſuppoſe that the tranſplanted ones will 
anſwer, as they have but one root, and re- 
quire frequent waterings. Keep them free 
from weeds, they will grow well, and pro- 
duce from four to ten heads, ſhewing large 
and different coloured flowers, which, when 
the leaves die away and drop off, the pods 
then being in a green ſtate, is the proper 
time for extracting the opium, by making 
four ſmall longitudinal incifions with a 
ſharp-pointed knife, about one inch long, on 
one fide only of the ſeed-pod, juſt through 
the ſcarf-ſkin, taking care not to cut to the 
feeds. Immediately on the inciſion being 
made, a milky fluid will iſſue out, which is 
the opium, and, being of a glutinous nature 
or ſubſtance, it will adhere to the bottom of 
the inciſion ; but ſome are ſo luxuriant, that 
it will drop from the pod on the leaves un- 
derneath. The next day, if the weather 
ſhould be fine, and a good deal of ſunſhine, 
the opium will be found a greyiſh ſubſtance, 
and ſome almoſt turning black. It is then 


to 


_ # DS 4 Mt 1 R 


. „ [Av 0 


2 


MEDICINE, 1796. 417 
to be ſcraped off the pods, and, if any, from 
the leaves, with the edge of a Knife, or an 
inſtrument for the purpoſe, into pans or pots; 
and in a day or two, it will be of a proper 
conſiſtence to make into a maſs, and to be 
potted. 

As ſoon as you have taken away all the 
opium from one ſide of the pod, then make 
inciſions on the oppoſite ſide, and proceed in 
the ſame manner, The reaſon of my not 
making the inciſions all round at the firſt, 
is, that you cannot fo conveniently take a- 
way the opium; but every perſon, upon trial, 
will be the beſt judge. 

Children may with eaſe be ſoon taught 
to make the inciſions, and to take off the 
opium; ſo that the expence will be found 
exceedingly trifling. The ſmall white ſeeds, 
in that ſtate, will be found very ſweet and 
pleaſant, and may be eaten without the leaſt 
danger; and it is the cuſtom in the ealt, to 
carry a plate of them to the table, after din- 
ner, With other fruits. 

I intend, this year, to keep apart a ſmall 
quantity of opium from tach coloured pop- 


py, to find out it any one, more than an— 
VoL. I. D d other, 
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other, produces a greater quantity, or of 
greater ſtrength, and ſhall ſave ſeeds of each, 
to ſow ſeparately the next ſpring. 1 am of 
opinion, that numbers of incloſures, taken 
from hills in a ſouth proſpeQ, with a very 
little expence, may be brought into a pro- 
per ſtate for the growth of poppies. 

I ſhould think, that an inſtrument may 
be made of a concave form, with four or 
five pointed lancets, about the twelfth or 
fourteenth part of an inch, to make the inci- 
Hons at once, and likewiſe ſomething of the 
rake kind, ſo that the three drills, which ! 
have directed to be made in each bed, may 
be performed at the ſame time. 

By a calculation which I have made, ſup- 
poſing one poppy growing in one ſquare-foot 
of earth, and producing one grain of opium, 
more than fifty pounds will be colle&ed 
ſrom one ſtatute-acre of land; but upon re- 
colleQing, that one poppy produces from 
three or four to ten heads, and in each head 
from ſix to ten inciſions are made, and I am 
poſitive, from many of them, (I mean one 
inciſion), the laſt year I took away two or 
three grains; what muſt then be the pro- 
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duce? Opium is now twenty-two ſhillings 
the pound. 
I am, &c. 


JohN BALL. 
WI1LLITON, 2d June 1795. 


In a ſubſequent letter, Mr Ball lates, that 
the experiment of tranſplanting did not ſuc- 
ceed, not one plant coming to perfection. 
The pods ſhould be about the ſize of a wal- 
nut before the inciſion is made. The dried 
heads from London, being three times as big, 
muſt afford much more opium. 

In another ſubſequent letter, Mr Ball ac- 
quaints the Society, that double or ſemi- 
double poppies gave more than twice of 
what is collected from the ſingle. One pop- 
py, which had twenty-eight heads, afforded 
above thirty grains of opium, It was of the 
the ſemi-double kind, and the opium was of a 
better quality than from ſingle heads. The 
article cloſes with three letters of teſtimony, 
namely from Dr Latham, Dr Pearſon, and 
Mr G. Wilſon of Covent Garden, who all a— 
gree, that the Engliſh is at leaſt equal in its 
eſſicacy to the beſt foreign opium. 

Dd 2 THE 
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Taz following deaths of diſtinguiſhed Me. 
dical PraQtitioners have lately taken place. 


Dr John de Loureiro, Member of the 
Royal Academy of Sciences at Liſbon. Dr 
Loureiro has been juſtly celebrated as the 
author of an important botanical work, Flora 
Cochinchinenſis, ſiſtens plantas in regno 
Cochinchina naſcentes, &c. In that kingdom 
he reſided for a conſiderable time; and he is 
ſaid to have beſtowed upwards of thirty years 


in preparing the above-mentioned work for 
publication. 


Dr Flor. Jacob Voltelen, Profeflor of Me. 
dicine and Chemiſtry at Leyden, where he 
was juſtly celebrated as an eminent teacher 
He died at Leyden, on the 2d of Auguſt 1795, 
in the forty-ſecond year of his age. 

Dr John Sibthorp, Regius Profeſſor of 
Botany in the Univerſity of Oxford, who 
died at Bath, on the 7th of February 1790. 
Dr Sibthorp was indefatigable in his re- 
ſearches tor new and rare plants; and in 


order 
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order to collect them, he travelled twice in- 
to Turkey and Greece. The fatigues he un- 
derwent in his laſt tour are ſuppoſed to have 
ruined his conſtitution. He has, however, 
left behind him laſting monuments of his 
botanical abilities, and of his zeal for the ad- 
vancement of that ſcience. In 1794, he pu- 
bliſhed a Flora Oxonienſis ; and he has left 
an eſtate of three hundred pounds per an- 
num to the Univerſity, in truſt, for defray- 
ing the expence attending the publication of 
a Flora Græca, taken from ſpecimens in his 
own valuable collection, and afterwards for 


other purpoſes tending to promote the ſtudy 


of Botany. 
Dr Charles Webſter, Fellow of the Royal 


College of Phyſicians of Edinburgh, and one 


of the phyſicians to the army. Dr Web. 
ſter obtained the degree of DoQor of Me- 
dicine from the Univerſity of Edinburgh in 
1777 ; and on that occafion publiſhed an in- 
genious Inaugural Diſſertation, De Vaſorum 
Sanguiferorum Libramine. He was a man 
of great learning, and amiable manners. 
He practiſed medicine for ſeveral years at 
Edinburgh. During that period, he offi- 
cated as one of the Phyſicians to the Pu- 
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blic Diſpenſary, where his exertions were 
highly uſeful in alleviating the calamities of 
thoſe who had at once to ſtruggle with po- 
verty and diſeaſe. He read leQures on che. 
miſtry with much approbation: And he 
publiſhed ſeveral uſeful- works, particularly 
one under the title of Medicinz Praxeos 
Syltema. But while he was thus aſſiduouſſy 
exerting himſelf in the line of his profeſſion, 
he fell into a bad ſtate of health, which led 
him to take a journey to the continent of 
Europe: And after his return, imagining 
that his conſtitution might be benefited by 
the influence of a warm climate, he went out 
to the Weſt Indies as phyſician to the army. 
But not long after his arrival at the iſland of 
St Vincent's, where he devoted a great part 
of his time to hoſpital-duty, he was ſeized 
with the yellow fever; and, after a few days 
illneſs, fell a victim to the diſeaſe, on the 5th 
of December 1795. 


Dr Samuel Crumpe, Phyſician at Lime- 


rick in Ireland. Though Dr Crumpe died 
at an early period of life, yet he had obtain- 
ed no ſmall celebrity as an author, by the 


publication 
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publication of An Inquiry into the Nature 
and Properties of Opium ; and of An Effay 
on the Beſt Means of providing Employment 
for the People : Which laſt Work was ho- 
noured with a prize medal by the Royal Iriſh 
Academy; and demonſtrates the author to 
have been a humane man, an enlightened pa- 
triot, and a zealous friend to the general in- 
tereſts of mankind. 

Dr William Turnbull, Phyfician to the 
Eaſtern Diſpenſary in London. Dr Turn- 
bull removed from Wooler in Northumber- 
land to London, about twenty-five years ago; 
and during that period he practiſed medicine 
in the metropolis, with great bumanity and 
diſtinguiſhed ability. He died, after a few 
days illneſs, on the 2d of May 1796, in the 
ſixty-ſeventh year of his age. 

Dr Alexander Eaſon, Phyſician in Man- 
cheſter. Dr Eaſon was the author of ſome 
ingenious papers, publiſhed in the Manche- 
ſter Memoirs, and of ſome important practi- 
cal obſervations, which have been communi- 
cated to the public, through the channel of 
the Edinburgh Medical Commentaries. He 
died at Mancheſter, on the 2d of May 1796. 
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The Faculty of Medicine, of Columbia 
College at New Vork, have lately loſt two 
of their men bers, by the death of Dr Sa- 
muel Nichol, Profeſſor of the Practice of 
Phyfic, and Dr William Pitt Smith, Profeſ. 
ſor of the Materia Medica. Since the death 
of theſe gentlemen, it has been thought expe- 
dient to unite the Proteſſorſhip of the Theory 
with that of tie Practice ot Medicine, and to 
unite the Botany with the Materia Medica. 
Accordingly, Dr William Hemerſley, Profeſ- 
for of the Inititutes of Medicine, has been 
elected to the joint Proteflurſhip of the 
Theory and Practice of Phyſic; and Ur Da- 
vid Hofack, Profeſſor of Botany, has been 
elected to the joint Proteflorſhip of Botany 
and Materia Medica. | 
At ttanover, 7th October 1795, John 
George Zimmerman, author of the well- 
known Works on Lytentery, Solitude, Na- 
tional Pride, and Experience in Phyſic, 
by birth a Swils. The higheſt degree of 
medical, literary, and perſonal merit, con- 
curred in giving to this phyſician a more 
extended celebrity than perhaps to any of his 
proſeſſion during the pretent age. His Works 
will remain an everlaſting proof of his philo- 

ſophic 


MEDICINE, 1796 425 


fophic ſpirit, after the recolleQion of the a- 
miableneſs of his manners has deſcended with 
his friends to the grave. The adage, © Mi- 
nuit præſentia famam,” unfortunately ſo of- 
ten verified, was with regard to him reverſed. 
Melancholy, the effect of too ſevere ſtudy, 
and a painful chronic diſeaſe, long prevented 
him from fully enjoying the reſpect paid him 
by Princes, and the fruits of his well-earned 
fame. 


MW GS VV 


During the year 1796, Dr James Gaſking 


of Plymouth, Dr Alexander Stewart ot Perth, 


Sir Walter Farquhar, Bart. of London, Dr 
John Hutton Cooper of Stamford, Sir Alex- 
ander Douglas, Bart. of Dundee, Dr Tho- 
mas Charles Hope, Dr George Dickſon, Dr 
Andrew Duncan jun. of Edinburgh, and Dr 
Andrew Keltie of Pcrth, have been admit- 
ted Fellows of the Royal College of Phyſi- 
cians of Edinburgh ; and Mr James Bryce 
has been admitted a Fellow of the Royal 
College of Surgeons, 


During 
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During the year 1796, the Reverend Sir 
Harry Moncrieff. Welwood, Bart. D. D. Co- 
lonel Alexander Dirom, F. R. S. Lond. Pa- 
trick Murray, Eſq. of Ochtertyre, Advocate, 
and the Right Honourable Lord Fincaſtle, 
have been admitted refident members of the 
Royal Society of Edinburgh ; and Andrew 
Berry, M. D. Madraſs, Richard Kirwan, 
Eſq. Mark Auguſtus Pictet, Profeſſor of Phi- 
loſophy in the Academy of Geneva, M. P. 
Prevoſt, Honorary Profeſſor in the Academy 
of Geneva, Dr Freer, Profeſſor of Medicine 
in the Univerſity of Glaſgow, Sir Henry En- 
glefield, Bart. F. R. S. London, and Dr 
James Gaſking, Phyſician at Plymouth, have 
been admitted non-reſident members. 


STATE 
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STATE of the Thermometer, Barometer. and 
Rain, during the year 1797, according to 
Obſervations made about a mile from the 
City of Edinburgh. 


MoxTu.| THERMOMETER. | BAROMFTER, 
— RAlx 

Hign. Low [Med. [-ighet|Lowel'| Med. | nches & 

Deg. 'Deg. Meg. | aches makes inches Decimals 
Jan: 47929 60.2 8. 90.29.8 2.950 
Feb. 40 11 | 31 |,0.8:]:8.6c[-9.5 3] 5.070 
Mar. 5 11 | 37 [30.4<[29.0 29. 0 1.500 
April | 57 | 34 | 45 [30.5c|z9.cc129.55| 1.y30 
May | 65 | 36 | 50 30. 229.289. 4.115 
June | 66 | 41 | 5;].0.17]2y.2c|:9.6+] 4.230 
July | 72 | 44 | 56 ];0.15]29.2+[29.70] 2.840 
Aug. | 72 | 44 | 58 [29.91[29.24]-9.03] 3.255 
Sept. | 72 | 36] 58 |30.2:|:9.3<[:9.60| 0.735 
Oct. 6641 52 29 84: 5.4c]29.25| 3.205 
Nov. [| 52 | 25| 40 [30.41[28.07]:9.8.] 4.200 
Dec. | 52| 34 | 44 |:0.12]29.0c|-9.43] 3.290 
8 72 9 | 40 30. 8228.40 29.22 34-098 
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STATE of the Thermometer, Barometer, and 
Rain, during the year 1797, according to 
Obſervations made at the Apartments of 
the Royal Society of London. 


MoxTa, THERMOMETER, BAROMETER, Raix. 
High., Low. Med. [Higheſt Loweſt | Med. Inches & 
Deg. | Deg. [Deg. Inches. Inches. Inches. Decimals 

Jan. [46] 826 [30.49.6203 8.01 0.476 

Feb. [5125 30 30.6829. 5429.00 1.225 

Mar. | 54 | 25 41.359. O09. 80 1.744 

April | 58 | 37 | 48 (9-22120-34 29.79] 0.497 

May | 8i|43| 55[30.4429.73]39.17] 0.276 

July 76 | 41 | 57 [o. 14/9. 500 29.860 3.339 

uly | 75 | 51 | 59 30.2629. 5 [29.97 1.400 

Aug. | 78 | 53 | 04 | 2-31]29.t-2] 9-97] 1.856 

Sept. | 7746530. 4029.64 D. 08 0.08T 

Oct. 67 4455 [. 10029. 1:9. 60 2.539 

Nov. | 56| 27 | 23 [10.57 28.94/ 9.87] 2.428 

Dec. | 5: | 36 | 46 |39-39129-4-| 9-97] 0.973 

.. ne 49 30.68 28.9 129.90 16.864 
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LIST OF NEW BOOES. 


HiLtosoepHicaL Tranſactions of the Royal 
Society of London for the year 1795. 
4to. London, 1795. 

Tranſactions of the Society inſtituted at 
London for the Encouragement of Arts, Ma- 
nufactures, and Commerce; with the Pre- 
miums offered in the year 1795. 8 vo. Lon- 
don, 1795. 

Memoirs of the Medical Society of Lon- 
don. Vol. IV. 8 vo. London, 1795. 

Letters and Papers on Agriculture, &c. 
By the Bath Society. Vol. VII. 8vo. Lon- 
don, 1795. 


Tranſactions 
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Tranſactions of the Royal Iriſh Academy. 
Vol. V. 4to. Dublin, 1795. | 

Preliminary Introduction to the art of 
Sea bathing. By J. Anderſon, M. D. Lon- 
don, 1795. 

An Inaugural Differtation on the Apo- 
plexy. By John Andrews. 8vo. Philadel- 
phia, 1793. 

Delineations of Exotic Plants in Kew Gar- 
den. By T. Bauer. 

The Elements of Medicine of John Brown, 
M. D. Tranſlated from the Latin; with 
Comments and Illuſtrations by the Author. 
A New Edition, reviſed and corrected, with 
a Biographical Preface, by Thomas Beddoes, 
M. D. 2 vols, 8vo. London, 1795. 

A Meteorological Journal for the year 
1795, kept in London. By W. Bent. 8vo. 
London, 1796. 

A Letter to the Clergy of the Church of 
Scotland, on Domeſtic Inoculation. By Wil- 
liam Brown, M. D. 8vo. Edinburgh, 1794. 

An Account of the Yellow Fever ; with a 
Succeſsful Method of Cure. By James Bryce, 
Surgeon. 8vo. Edinburgh, 1796. 

Obſervations concerning the Prevention 
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and Cure of the Venereal Diſeaſe. By. W. 
Buchan, M. D. 8 vo. London, 1799. 

Obſervations on Pregnancy, and the Diſ- 
eaſes of Children. By J. Clough. 8 vo. Lon- 
don, 1796. 

An Inaugural Eſſay on Inflammation. By 
John Redman Coxe. 8 vo. Philadelphia, 
1794. 

Obſervations on the Nature and Theory of 
viſion. By J. Criſp. 

Zoonomia; or, The laws of Organic Life, 
Vol. II. By Eraſmus Darwin, M. D. F. R. 8. 
4to. London, 1796. 

An Introduction to the Practice of Mid- 
wifery. By Thomas Denman. Vol. II. 8 vo. 


London, 1795. 


Medical Commentaries for 1795. By A. 
Duncan, M. D. 8vo. Edinburgh, 1796. 

Obſervations reſpecting the Pulſe. By 
W. Falconer, M. D. F. R. 8. 8vo. London, 
1796. 

Medical Hiſtories and Reflections. Vol. II. 
By John Ferriar, M. D. Phyſician at Man- 
cheſter. 8 vo. London, 1795. | 

Dialogues between a Pupil of the late 

John 
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John Hunter and Jefle Foot. 8yvo. Lon- 
don, 1795. 

Eſſay on the Abuſe of Spirituous 8 
By A. Fothergill, M. D. 8vo. Bath, 
1796. 

Obſervations on the Mechaniſm of the 
Horle's foot. By S8. Freeman, Eſq. 

On the Hiſtory of Medicine, as far as it 
relates to the Profeſſion of the Apothecary. 
By J. M. Good, Surgeon. i2mo. London, 
1795» 

A Pocket Conſpectus of the New Lon- 
don and Edinburgh Pharmacopœias. By 
R. Graves, M. D. 8vo. London, 1796. 

A Syſtem of Comparative Anatomy an! 
Phyſiology. By B. Harwood, M. O. Pro- 
feſſor of Anatomy in the Univerſity of Cam- 
bridge. 4to. Faſc. I. with fifteen Tables. 
London, 1796. 

Hints on the Chloroſis ot Boarding. ſchools. 
8v0, London, 1795. 

Hints on the propoſed Medical Reform, 
8vo. London, 1796. 


Hints reſpecting Human Diſſections. 8vo, 
London, 1795. 
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Hints reſpecting the Diſtreſſes of the Poor. 
8 vo. London, 1795. 

A Short Account of the Origin, Symp— 
toms, and moſt approved Method of treat- 
ing the Putrid Bilious Fever, commonly 
called the Black Vomit, which appeared in 
the City of Havanna, with the utmoſt vio- 
lence, in the months of June, July, and 
Auguſt, 1794. By John Holliday, Surgeon. 
8y0. London, 1795. 

Practical Obſervations on the Treatment 
of Strictures in the Urethra. By Everard 
Home, Surgeon to St George's Hoſpital. 
gvo. London, 1795. 

Hortus Botanicus Gipporicenſis. The 
Plants growing in Dr Coytes's Garden at 
Ipſwich. 8vo. 


Syllabus of the Courſe of Lectures on Bo- 


tany, delivered in Columbia College. By 
David Hoſack, M. D. & P. 8vo. New 
York, 1795. 


Outlines of Agriculture. By D. Hunter, 
M. D. 


A Complete Dictionary of Farriery. By 
J. Hunter. 8vo. London. 
Theory 
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Theory of the Earth. By James Hut- 
ton, M. D. 2 vols 8vo. London. 

An Inaugural Diſſertation on the Putrid 
Ulcerous Sore Throat. By Thomas John- 
ſon. 8 vo. Philadelphia, 1793. 

Obſervations on the Hooping cough, ſhew- 
ing that the Practice of giving Emetics is 
hurtful. By J. G. Jones. London, 1795. 

Remarks on Stones ſaid to have fallen 
from the Clouds. By E. King. 4to. Lon- 
don, 1796. 

The Manures moſt applicable to various 
Soils. By R. Kirwan, Eſq. &vo. 

A Dictionary of Surgery. By B. Lara. 
12mo. London, 1796. | 

The Birds of Great Britain. Elegantly 
painted from Nature ; with Deſcriptions in 
French and Engliſh. By W. Lewin, F. L. S. 
4to. Vol. I. London, 1795. 

The Butterflies of Great Britain. By W. 
Lewin, F. L. S. 4to. London, 1795. 

Addreſs to Hydropic Patients. By W. 
Luxmore. London, 1796. | 

Account of the Phenomena diſcovered in 
examining Bodies killed by Lightning. By 
John Lyon, | 
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Medical Extras. Vol. III. 8vo. Lon. 
don, 1795. 

Medical Facts and Obſervations. Vol. VI. 
8vo. London, 1795. 

Remarks on the Gaſeous Oxyd of Azote, 
and on the Effects it produces, when gene- 
rated in the ſtomach, inhaled into the 
Lungs, and applied to the Skin: Being an 
attempt to aſcertain the true nature of con- 
tagion, and to explain thereupon the pheno- 
mena of fever. By Samuel Latham Mit. 
chell, M. D. F. R. S. E. Proteflor of Che. 
miſtry in New York. 12mo. New York, 
1795. | | 

The Clinical Guide. By W. Niſbet; 
M. D. Second Edition, 12mo. London, 
1796. 5 

A Treatiſe on the Scurvy. By D. Pater- 
ſon, Surgeon to the Royal Navy. 8vo. E. 
dinburgh, 1795. | 

Remarks on ſome of the opinions of 
Dr Ruſh, reſpecting the Yellow Fever 
which prevailed in Philadelphia in 1793. 
By W. Paterſon, M. D. Evo. London- 
derry. 

Experiments and Obſcrvations on the 

Conſtituent 
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Conſtituent Parts of the Potatoe-root. By 
George Pearſon, M. D. F. R. S. 4to. Lon- 
don, 1795. 

On the Compoſition and Properties of 
Water. By E. Peart, M. D. 8 vo. Lon- 
don. 

Obſervations on the Art of making Gold 
and Silver. By R. Pew. | 

Experiments and Obſervations relating 
to the Analyſis of Atmoſpheric Air. By 
Joſeph Prieſtly, L. L. D. F. R. S. London, 
1796. ; 

Directions for Warm and Cold Sea- 
bathing ; with Obſervations on their Appli- 
cation and Effects in different Diſeaſes. By 
Thomas Reid, M. D. F. R. S. 8 vo. Lon- 
don, 1795. 

Eſſays, Political, Economical, and Philo- 
ſophical. By Benjamin, Count of Rumford. 
Vol. I. 8vo. London, 1796. 

An Inaugural Diſſertation on the Chemi— 
cal and Medical Hiſtory of Azote, and its 
Combinations. By Wiathrop Saltonſtall. 
8vo. New York, 1796. 

A Treatiſe on the StruQure, Economy, 
and Diſeales of the Liver. By W. Saun- 
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ders, M. D. Second Edition, 8 vo. Lon- | 
don, 1796. 

An Inaugural Diſſertation, containing an 
inquiry into t he exiſtence of the living prin- 
ciple and cauſes of animal life. By Matthias 
E. Sawyer. 8 vo. Philadelphia, 1793. 

Chemico-Phyſiological Obſervations on 
Plants. From the German of M. von Ul- 
lar. By G. Schmeiſſer, F. R. S. 8vo. E- 
dinburgh, 1795. 

An Inaugural Diſſertation; being an at- 
tempt to diſprove the doctrine of the putre- 
faction of the blood in living animals. 
By Adam Seybert. 8vo. Philadelphia, 
1793 

On Diſtortions of the Legs of Children. 
By T. Sheldrake. 8 vo. London. 

Obſervations tending to ſhew the Miſ- 
management of the Medical Department in 
the Army. By N. Sinnot, M. D. 8vo. Lon- 
don, 1795. 

An Account of the Experiment made on 
board the Union Hoſpital-ſhip, to determine 
the effect of the nitrous acid in deſtroying 
contagion. By J. Carmichael Smyth, M. P. 
8vo. London, 1796, 

Eſſay 
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Eſſay on Indigeſtion. By R. Squirrel, 
M. D. 8vo. London. 

Domeſtic Midwife. By Margaret Stevens, 
1796. 

Diſſertation on Reſpiration. From the 
Latin of Dr Menzies ; with Notes. By C. 
Sugrue. 8vo, London, 1796. 

A Guide to Health. By the Reverend 
J. Townſend. Vol. II. $vo. London, 
1796. 

A Treatiſe on the Diſeaſes of Children. 
By Michael Underwood, M. D. Phyſician 
to the Britiſh Lying-in Hoſpital. 2 vols 
I2mo. London, 1799. 

Evidence of the Superior Efficacy of the 
Yellow Bark. By W. Vaughan, M. D. 
8v0, London, 1795. 

Account of the Management of the Poor 
in Hamburgh ſince the year 1788. By Caſ- 
par Voght. 8 vo. Edinburgh, 1795. 

Letter from Mr Webſter, on Weſt India 
Diſeaſes. 8 vo. London, 1795. 

Experimental Eſſay on the Manner in 
which Opium ads on the Living Body. 
By A. P. Wilſon, M. D. 8vo. Edinburgh, 


1795. 
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An Inaugural Differtation on the Che. 
mical and Medical Properties of the Per. 
ſimmon- tree. By James Woodhouſe, A. M. 
8 vo. Philadelphia, 1792. 

Obſervations on the Combinations of A. 
cids, Bitters, and Aſtringents. By James 
Woodhouſe, M. D. 8vo. Philadelphia, 


1793. 


Kongl. Vetenſkaps Academiens nya Hand- 
lingar, &. New Tranſactions of the Royal 
Academy of Sciences. Vol. XV. for 1794. 
8v0. Stockholm. 


Det Kong. Danſke Landbauſhſoldings 
Selſkabs Skrifter, &c. Memoirs of the 
Royal Daniſh Economical Society. Vol. IV. 
8vo. Copenhagen, 1794. 

Skrifter af Naturhiſtorie Selſkabet, 15 
Memoirs of the Natural-Hiſtory Society. 
Vol. III. 8vo. Copenhagen, 1794. 


Ueberſicht der beruehmteſten und ge- 
brauechliſten Chirurgiſchen Inſtrumente. 
Review of the moſt Celebrated and Uſeful 
Surgical Inſtruments. By Juſtus Arneman, 
Profeſſor 
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Profeſſor at Gottingen. 8 vo. Gottingen, 
1795 

Verſuch ueber die Lebenskraft. Eſſay 
upon the Vital Principal. By J. D. Bran- 
dis. Svo. Hanover, 1795. 

Vom Baue des weiblichen Beckens. On 
the Structure of the Female Pelvis. By 
C. C. Creve, Profeſſor at Mainz. 4to. With 
nine Tables. Leipſic, 1794 

Von der Krankheiten des weiblichen 
Beckens. On the Diſeaſes of the Female 
Pelvis. By C. C. Creve. 4to. With eleven 
Tables. Berlin, 1795. 

Semiotic, &c. Manual of the Doctrine 
of Symptoms. By F. G. Danz, M. D. & P. 
at Geiſſen. 8&vo. Leip''c, 1793. 

Der Geſellcha't, naturforſchender Freun- 
de zu berlin, neue Schriften. New Memoirs 
of the Natural Hiſtory Society at Berlin. 
Vol. I. 4to. Berlin, 1795. 

Ueber die Blebglaſur unſerer Toepfer— 
waare. On the Leaden Glazing of our 
Earthen Ware. By G. A. Ebell. 8vo. 
Hanover, 1793. | 

Verſuch einer allgemeinen mediciniſch- 
praktiſchen Geographie, &, Attempt at 
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an Univerſal Medico- practical Geography. 
By L. L. Finke, M. D. & P. at Lingen, 
Vol. I. containing the Countries ſituated 
between the Equator and 45? N. & S. Lat. 
Vol. II. between 45 and de“ N. & S. Lat. 
8 vo. Leipfic, 1792. 

Anweiſung zur praQtiſchen Zergliede- 
rungskunſt. Guide to the Art of Diſſec- 
tion. By J. L. Fiſcher. Vol. I. 8 vo. Leip- 
fic, 1791. Vol. II. containing directions for 
the preparation of the organs of ſenſe and 
inteſtines. 8 vo. 1793. 

Mediciniſche Bemerkungen ueber London. 
Medical and Surgical Remarks upon Lon- 
don, and the State of Medicine in England 
in general. By D. C. E. Fiſcher, 8vo+» Got- 
tingen, 1796. 

Handbuch der practiſchen Heilmittellehre. 
Manual of Practical Materia Medica. By 
W. Geſenius, M. D. 8vo. Stendal, 1791. 

Abhandlung ueber die Krankheiten der 
Kinder. Treatiſe on the Diſeaſes and Phy- 
fical Education of Children. By D. C. Gir- 
tanner. 8yo. Berlin, 1794. 

Leitfaden fuer angehende Aerzte, Kranke 


zu pruefen und Krankheiten zu erfor- 
ſchen. 
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ſchen. Directions to Medical Practitioners 
for the Examination of Patients, and the In- 
veſtigation of Diſeaſes. By J. T. Gotthard 
junior, Profeſſor at Bamberg. 8 vo. Erlan- 
gen, 1793: 

Syſtematiſches Handbuch der geſammten 
Chemie. Elements of Chemiſtry. By F. 
A. C. Gren, Profeſſor at Halle. 8vo. Halle. 
Vol. I. & II. 1794. Vol. III. 1795. 

Gymnaſtik fuer die Jugend. Directions 
for the Gymnaſtic Exerciſes of Youth. By 
Gutſmuths. 8 Vo. With eleven plates. 
Schnepfenthal, 1792. 

Mediciniſch-chirurgiſche Zeitung. Me- 
dical and Surgical Review. Publiſhed by 
Dr J. J. Hartenkeil. &yo. Salzburgh, 1796+ 

Allgemeine Geſchichte der Natur- und 
Arzneikunde. Univerſal Hiſtory of Na- 
tural Philoſophy and Medicine. By A. F. 
Hecker. Vol. I. 8 vo. Leipſic, 1793. 

Ueber die blinden Hemorrhoiden- On 
the Blind Piles. By F. Hildebrandt. 8vo. 
Erlangen, 1795. | 

Chemiſche und mineralogiſche Geſchichte 
des Queckfilbers. Chemical and Mineralo- 
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gical Hiſtory of Quickſilver. By G. F. 
Hildebrandt, Profeflur at Erlangen. 4to. 
Brunſwick, 1793. 

Ueber die Natur, Erkenntniſſmittel und 
Hetlart der Scrofelkrankheit. Upon Scro— 
phula. An Eflay which gained the prize 
given by the Imperial Academy of Natural 
Hiſtory. By D. C. W. Hufeland. 8vo. Jena, 
1795: 

Gemeinnuetzige Aufsaetze zur Berfoer- 
derung der Geſundheit. Popular Eflays on 
Health, Proſperity, &c. By C. W. Hufe- 
land, Profeſſor at Jena. Vol. I. 8vo. Leip- 
lic, 1794- | 

Journal der practiſchen Heilkunde. Jour- 
nal of Practical Medicine and Surgery. By 
C. W. Hufeland, Vol. I. 8vo. Jena, 
1796. ay 
Journal der Erfindungen, Theorien, und 
Widerſprueche in der natur- und Arzneiwil- 
lenchaft. Journal of Diſcoveries, Theories, 
and Diſputes, in Natural and Medical Philo- 
lophy. No. XIV. &vo. Gotha, 1796. 

Von Verminderung der Arzneypreiſe. 
Upon the Reduction of the Price of Medi- 
eines, and Regulations neceſſary to effect it. 


An 
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An Effay which gained the prize given by 
the Royal Academy of Sciences 2t Gottin- 
gen in 1794. By J. F. Kruegelſtein. 8vo. 
Gottingen, 1795. 

Chirurgiſch-mediciniſche Beobachtungen. 
Surgical and Medical Obſervations. By J. 
C. Loder, Profeſſor at Jena. Vol. I. 8vo- 
Weimar, 1794. 

Grundriſs der Naturgeſchichte der Men- 
ſchenſpecies. Heads of LeQures on the 
Natural Hiſtory of the Human Species. By 
C. F. Ludwig. 8&vo. With tive Plates. 
Leipſic, 1796. 

Antrittſrede bey Ankuendigung der kli— 
niſchen Vorleſungen. Introductory Dif- 
courſe to a Courſe of Clinical I. ectures. By 
A. F. Markus. 8 vo. Bamberg, i793. 

Kurzgefaſſtes Syſtem der gerichtlichen Arz- 
neywiſlenſchaft. Conciſe Syſtem of Juridical 
Medicine. By J. D. Metzger, Profeſſor 
at Koenigſberg. S vo. Koeniglberg, 1793. 

Skizze einer pragmatiſchen Litterarerges- 
chichte der Medicin. Sketch of a Hiſtory 
of Medical Literature. By J. D. Metzger. 
 8vo, Koenigſberg, 1792. | 


Verſuch 
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Verſuch einer Geſchichte des Aderlafſens, 
An Attempt towards an Hiſtory of Phle- 
botomy. By F. X. Metzler, M. D. 8vo. 
Ulm, 1793. 

Neue mediciniſch-chirurgiſche Beobach- 
tungen. New Medical and Surgical Ob- 
ſervations. By C. L. Murſinna. 8vo. Ber- 
lin, 1796. * 

Muſeum der Heilkunde. The Medical 
Muſeum. Publiſhed by the Helvetic So— 
ciety of correſponding Phyſicians and Sur- 
geons. Vol. Il. 8vo. Zurick, 1794. 

Denkwuerdigkeiten fuer die Heilkunde 
und Geburtshuelfe. Medical and Obſtetri- 
cal Obſervations. By F. B. Oſiander, Pro- 
ſeſſor at Gottingen. Vol. II. 8 vo. Gottin- 
gen, 1795. | 

Ueber thieriſche Electricitaet und Reiz- 
barkeit. Upon Animal Electricity and Ir- 
ritability. By Dr C. H. Pfaff. 8 vo. Leip- 
fic, 1795. 

Archiv fuer die Phyſiologie. Archives 
for Phyſiology. By Dr J. C. Reil, Profeſ- 
for at Halle. Vol. I. 8vo. Halle, 1796. 

Phyſiologiſche Unterſuchungen. Phyſto- 
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logical Inquires. By Dr Th. G. A. Rooſe. 
8 Vo. Brunſwick, 1796. 

Briefe auf einer Reiſe durch Frankreich. 
Letters written upon a Journey through 
France, England, Holland, and Italy, in 
the years 1787 and 1788. By J. C. G. 
Schaeffer, M. D. 2 vols 8 vo. Ratiſbon, 
1794. 

Ueber Senſibilitaet als Lebensprincip in 
der organiſirten Natur. Upon Senſibility 
as the Vital Principle in organiſed Nature. 
By Dr J. M. G. Schaeffer. 8 vo. Frankfort 
on the Main, 1793. 

Ueber das Einathmen der Lebensluft. 
On the Inſpiration of Oxygene Gas in Chro— 
nic Inflammation of the Lungs. By J. A. 
Scherer, M. D. 8vo. Vienna, 1794. 

Ueber das Organ der Seele. Upon the 
Organ of the Soul. By S. Th. Soemmering. 
4to. With Plates. Koenigſberg, 1796. 

Handbuch der Pathologie. Manual of 
Pathology. By Kurt Sprengel. Part I. U- 
niverſal Pathology. 8vo. Leipſic, 1795. 

Verſuch einer pragmatiſchen Geſchichte 
der Arzneykunde. An attempt towards a 
Philoſophical Hiſtory of Medicine. By Kurt 


Sprengel. 
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Sprengel. Vol. I. 8vo. Halle, 1792. Vol. II. 
1793. Vol. III. 1794. 

Neue Bemerkungen und Erfahrungen. 
New Remarks and Obſervations for the Im- 
provement of Surgery and Medicine. Ey 
J. C. A. Theden, Vol. III. 8vo. Berlin, 
1795. | 
Franz Mirabelli phyſiſch-chemiſche Auf— 
ſaetze. Francis Mirabelli's Phyſical and 
Chemical Eſſays for the Inprovement of 
Medicine and of Economy. Collected and 
illuſtrated by D. S. C. Titius. 8vo. Leipſic, 
1795. 

Ueber die Faeulniſs lebender und todter 
thieriſcher Koerper. Upon the Putrefaction 
of Living and Dead Animal Bodies; upon 


Putrid Diſeaſes, and Antiſeptic Remedies. 


8 vo. Hildburghauſen, 1795. 

Repertorium der mediciniſche Litteratur. 
Repertorium cf Medical Literature for the 
year 1793. By D. Paulus Ulſteri. 8vo. 
Zurick, 1795. | 

Handbuch der practiſchen Arzneywiſſen— 
chaft. Manual of Practical Medicine. By 
D. S. G. Vogel. Vol. IV. 8 vo. Stendal, 
1795. 

Ueber der Nutzen und Gebrauch der 

Seebaeder. 


aa as —_— 88 
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Seebaeder. Upon the Uſe of Sea-bathing. 
By S. G. Vogel. Vol. I. 8vo. Stendal, 
1794. 

Allgemeine Helkologie. A Noſologico- 
Therapeutical View of Ulcers. By A. G. 
Weber, M. D. & P. at Roſtock. 8 vo. Ber- 


lin. 
Entwurf einer einfachern Arzneykunſt, 


Sketch of a more ſimple Syſtem of Medi- 
cine; or, Illuſtration and Confirmation of 
the Theory of Brown. By M. A. Weikard, 
8 vo. Frankfort, 1795. 

Mediziniſches practiſches Handbuch. Ma- 
nual of Practical Medicine, upon the Bru- 
nonian Principles and Experience. By M. A. 
Weikard. 8 vo. Heilbroun, 1796. 

Ideen zur Diagnoſtik. Thoughts for Diag- 
noſis. By J. E. Wichmann. Vol. I. 8vo. 
Hanover, 1794. 

Wie koennen billige Preiſe der Apothe- 
kerwaaren, und beſonders der zubereiteten 
Arzneyen erhalten und geſichert werden ? 
How may Moderate Prices of Apothecaries 
Goods, and particularly prepared Medi- 
eines, be produced and aſſured? An Eſſay 
which gained the acceſſit to the Gottingen 

Vo. I. Ff prize- 
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prize-queſtion for 1794 8vo. Stendal, 
1795. 

Pruefung der neuen Theorie des Hn. de 
Luc. An Examination of M. de Luc's 
Theory of Rain. An Eſſay which obtained 
the prize from the Royal Society of Berlin 
for 1794. By Mr Zylius of Roſtock. g vo. 
Berlin, 1795. | | 


Annuaire du Lycce des Arts. Annals of 
the Lyceum of Arts for the third year of 
the French Republic, 1794, 1795; with 
the names of the Profeſſors and Members of 
the Directory, as well as of the Artiſts who 
have obtained prizes. 12mo. Paris, 1795. 

Memoirs de PAcademie Royale des Sci— 
ences. Memoirs of the Royal Academy of 
Sciences and Belles Lettres, ſince the Ac- 
ceſſion of Fred. Will. II. 4to. Berlin, 
279 

Ephemerides de la Société Meteorolo- 
g1que Palatine. Ephemerides of the Pala- 
tine Meteorogical Society of Manheim, for 


the years 1782—1785, Vol. II. V. Man- 


heim. 


Rifleſſioni 
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Rifleſſioni ſopra alcuni Parti di un Nuova 
Siſtema dei Vaſi Abſorbenti, ed Eſperienze 
ſull Elettricita Animale. Reflections upon 
ſome Parts of a New Syſtem of Abſorbents, 
and Experiments in Animal Electricity. By 
F. Caldani. 8 vo. Padua, 1792. 

Lettere ſopra l' Elettricita Animale. Let- 
ters upon Animal Electricity. By G. Car- 
radoni. 8 vo. Florence, 1793. 

Storia Naturale di un Nuovo Inſetto. The 
Natural Hiſtory of a Nondeſcript Inſet. By 
Ranieri Gerbi, Profeſſor at Piſa. 8 vo. Flo- 
rence, 1794. 

Ricerche per facilitare il Cateteriſmo, e 
la Eſtraſione della Cateratta. Endeavours to 
facilitate the Introduction of the Catheter, 
and the Extraction of the Cataract. By G. 
G. Santerelli, Profeſſor at Rome. Z vo. 
Vienna, 1795. 


Inſtitutiones Hiſtoriæ Medicinæ. Auctore 
J. C. G. Ackermann. Nurembergæ, 1792. 
Salomonis Anſchel Thanatologia, ſive in 
Mortis Naturam, Cauſas, Genera, ac Species, 
et Diagnoſin Diſquiſitiones. 8 vo. Gottingæ, 
1795 | 
| Ff2 De 
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De Generis Humani Varictate nativa. 
Editio tertia. Præmiſſa eſt Epiſtola ad virum 
perill. J. Banks. AuQore J. F. Blumenbach, 
8vo. Gottingæ, 1795. | 

J. C. Borchers, Diff. In. de Febre Puer- 
perarum. 8vo. Gottingæ, 1793. 

C. F. Buettner, Diff. In. de Functionibus 
Organo Anime Peculiaribus. Præſide Reil. 
8vo. Halle, 1794. 

C. F. Deutch, Diff. In. de Graviditate 
abdominali. Tabulis quatuor æneis illuſtrata. 
4to. Hallæ, 1792. 

C. E. Fiſcher, Diff. In. de Menſibus ſup- 
preſſis. 4to. Gottingæ, 1793. 

C. I. Foertſch, Dif. In. de Fluxu Men- 
ſtruorum nimio. 8 vo. Gottingæ, 1793. 

J. L. Gautier, Diff. In. de Irritabilitatis 
Notione, Natura et Morbis. 8vo. Halle, 
1793. 

H. C. L. Gelpke, Diſſ. In. de Fluore Albo, 
8 vo. Gottinge, 1793. 

C. I. C. Grapengieſſer, Dill. In. de Hydrope 
Plethorico. 8 vo. Gottinge, 1795. 

De Morbo Gallico ſcriptores medici et hi- 
ſtorici partim inediti, partim rari et nota- 


tionibus aucti. Accedunt morbi gallici ori- 


gines 


r 
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gines maranice. Collegit, edidit, gloſſario 
et indice auxit, C. G. Gruner, M. D. & P. 
8 vo. Jenæ, 1793. 

Noſologia Hiſtorica ex monumentis me- 
dit ævi lea, animadverſionibus hiſtoricis ac 
medicis illuſtrata. Edidit C. G. Gruner, 
M. D. & P. 8vo. Jenæ, 1795. 

J. F. T. Haeger, Diſſ. In. de Cereolorum 
Hiſtoria, Eorumque Uſu Chirurgico. 8vo. 
Hale, 1795. 

D. J. Hedwigii, Stirpes Cryptogamicæ. 
Vol. IV. Faſc. III. Folio. Lipſiæ, 1795. 

J. C. G. T. Herwig, Diff. In. de Morbis Bur- 
ſarum Mucoſorum. 4to. Gottingz, 1793. 

C. Himly Commentatio, Mortis Hiſtoriam 
Cauſas, et Signa, Siſtens. In certamine lite 
rario civium Academiz Georgiz Auguſtæ, 
1794, premio ornata. 4to Gottinge, 
1794. 

Deſcriptio et Adumbratio Plantarum e 
claſſe cryptogamica. Auctore G. F. Hoff- 
mann, B. P. Vol. II. Faſc. IV. Folio. Lip- 
ſiæ, 1794. 

Edvardus Holme, Diſſ. In. de Structura et 
Uſu Vaſorum abſorbentium. 8 vo. Lug- 
duni Batayorum, 1793. 


Ff 3 C. 
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C. F. Huebner Diff. In. de Caeneſttheſi, 
Præſide Reil. 8vo. Halæ, 1794. 

Icones Plantarum Variorum, &c. Figures 
of ſcarce Plants. Vol. II. Faſcic. IX. — XV. 
Publiſhed by N. J. Jacquin, Profeflor of Bo- 
tany Folio. Viennæ, 1793. 

C. R Jacniſch, Diſſ. In. de Pollutione Noc- 
turna. 4to. Gottingæ, 1795. | 

De Morbi Venerei Curatione in India 
Orientali, &c. Of the Cure of the Vene- 
real Diſeaſe in the Eaſt Indies. By J. G. 
Klein, Phyſician to the Indian Evangelical 
Miſſion at Tranquebar. 8&vo. Copenha- 
gen. | | 

F. L. A. Koeler, Diff. In. de Odore per Cu- 
tem ſpirante in Statu ſano ac morboſo. 4to. 
Gottingæ, 1794. 

C. G. Kuchnii Ph. & M. D. Bibliotheca 
Medica, &c. Tom. I. dvo. Lipſiæ, 1794. 

J. E. Kueſter, Liſſ. In. continens Introduc. 
tionem in Akologiam Syſtematicam et Ra- 
tionalem. 8vo. Halæ, 1795. 

J. Lembke, Diff. In. exhibens Analecta ad 
IGeri Aetiologiam ſpectantia. 8 vo. Gottin- 
gæ, 1795 | 

Fpiſtolæ Halleri ad Levelingium ſcriptæ, 

&c. 
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Kc. Edidit Dr H. M. de Leveling. 8vo. 
Erlangen, 1795. 

Tabulæ Anatomicæ, quas ad illuſtrandam 
Humani Corporis Fabricam, collegit et cu- 
ravit Juſtus Chriſtianus Loder. Faſ. I. Oſteo- 
logia, Tab. I—XV. Fol. Mag. Vinariz, 
1794. Faſ. II. Syndeſmologia, Tab. X VI.— 
XXV. Faſ. III. Myologia, Tab. XXVI.— 
XXXII. 1796. 

De Aeris fixi inſpirati Uſu, Difl. In. AuQto- 
re G. T. Muehre. 4to. Gottingen, 1796. 

Hiſtoria Literaria et Critica Forcipum et 
Vectium obſtetriciorum. Auctore Joh Mul- 
der, M. D. Cum Tab. æn. 8vo. Lugduni 
Batavorum, 1794. 

L. H. C. Niemeyer, Commentatio de Com- 
mercio inter Animi Pathemata, Hepar, Bi- 
lemque, de Cauſis ejuſdem, necnon de uſu 
ex moderamine illius pro practica medicina 
expectando. In certamine lit. Acad G. 
Aug. 1795. Premio ornata, 4to. Got- 
tinge, 1795. 

Goſ. Frid. Peipers, Difl. In. tertii et quarti 
Nervorum Cervicalium Deſcriptionem ſiſtens. 
Cum Tabula ænea. 4to. Hallz, 1793. 

Diff In. de Electricitate fic dicta Ani- 
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mali. Auctore C. H. Pfaff. 8yo. Stutt- 
gardiæ, 1793. 

Initia Bibliothecæ medico- practicæ et chi- 
rurgicæ, ſive repertorii medicinz practicæ et 
chirurgie. Communicat Dr G. G. Plouc- 
quet. T. V. continens -N. 4to. 1795. 
T. VI. continens O. P. 1796. Tubingas. 
H. F. Quentin, Diff. In. de Diviſionibus 
Herniarum Inguinalium, et Cauſis earum Ra- 
tionis Vitæ Vitiis obortis- 4to. Gottingen, 
1793. 

, Rahn, Diſſ. In. de Paſſionis Iliacæ Patho- 
logia · Tabulis æneis illuſtrata - 4to- Halæ, 
1791. | 2 8 

G. G. C. Richter, Diſſ. In. de Amauroſi. 
4to- Gottinge, 1793. 

C. H. Riemann, Diſſ. In. de Icteri Patho- 
logia- 4to-. Gottingæ, 1793. 

O. F. Roſenberger, Difl. In. de Viribus Par- 
tum efficientibus, et de Utero ſpeciatim; 
Ratione Subſtantiæ muſculoſæ, et Vaſorum 
arterioſorum. Accedunt Tabulæ æneæ. 4to. 
Halæ, 1791. 2 

Jacobi Sacchi in Principia Theoriæ Bru- 
nonianæ Animadverſiones. 8 vo. Pavia, 
1253 · Cre ab 


Muſeum 
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Muſeum Anatomicum Acedemiz Lugdu- 
no-Batavie. Deſcriptum ab Edvardo San- 
difort. Vol. I. & II. Fol. imp. Lugd. Bat. 
1793 

S. G. Sattig, Diſſ. In. de Lentis cryſtallinæ 
Structura fibroſa. Præſide Reil. 8 vo. Halæ, 
1794: 

E. F. Schmidt, Difl. In, de Angina Pectoris 
8yo. Gottingæ, 1793 

J. Schumacher, Diff. In. de Momentis qui- 

buſdam generalioribus circa Inftrumenta 
chirurgica obſervandis. 4to. Gottingæ, 
1795» 
Tentamen catalogi rationalis ad artem ob- 
ſtetricium ſpectantlum, ab anno 1515 ad noſ- 
tra uſque tempora. A. C. L. Schweickhard. 
8 vo. Trajecti ad Mœnum, 1795 

Doloris Faciei, Morbi rarioris atque atro- 
cis, Obſervationibus illuſtrati, Adumbratio. 
Diatribe I. qua exercitationes clinicz in no- 
ſocomio Juliaes habendas indicit G. C. Sie- 
bold, M. D. & P. Annexus eſt de inſtituti 
elinici ratione ad tirones Sermo Academicus. 
4to. Wurzburg, 1795. 

S. T. Soemmering de Corporis Humani Fa- 
brica. Latio donata ab ipſo Auctore aucta 

et 
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et emendata, Tab: I. de Oſſibus. Tab. II. de 
Ligamentis Oſſium. 8vo. TrajeQ ad Mce- 
num, 1794. 

Caroli Strack, Obſervationes Medicinales 
de una, pre cæteris, caula, propter quam, 
ſanguis e feminarum utero nimius profluit ; 
atque hæc quo modo ſubmoveri debeat. 
Byo. Berolini, 1796. 

Icones Plantarum Japonicarum, &c. De- 
lineations of Plants of Japan. Collected in 
and 1775 and 1776, and deſcribed by C. P. 
Thunberg. Folio. Upſal, 1794. | 

Prodromus Plantarum Capenſium, &c. 
Auctore C. P. Thunberg. Part I. 
Upfal, 1794. 

Experimentorum Ticinenſium, in quibus 
Diabeticorum urina ſub examen vocatur, 
enarratio cum epicriſi. A Titio, M. D. & 
P. ſex programmatibus edita. Vittembergæ, 
1795 446 

J. G. Tolberg, Commentatio Inauguralis 
de Varietate Hymenum. Cum Tabula æ— 
nea Hymenis Specemina Tria Virginum; 
unicum Puerperiæ ſiſtens. 4to. Halle, 
1791. | | 

Roberti Townſon, S. R. Ed. Soc. Obſer- 


vationes 


8vo. 
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vationes Phyſiologicæ de Amphibiis. Partis 
I. de Reſpiratione Continuatio. Accedit Par- 
tis II. de Abforptione Fragmentum. Cum 
Tabulis zneis. 4to. Gottingæ, 1795. 

Theſaurus Biographicus et Bibliographi- 
cus. Edidit G. E. Waldau. Præfatus eit 
J. G. Meuſel. 8 vo. Chemnitz, 1792. 

J. P. Weidman de Necroſi Oſſium, cum 
Figuris ductus in ære. Folio. Trajecti ad 
Meœnum, 1793. 

C. F. Weinknecht, Diſſ. In. de Conceptione 
Extra-uterina, Cum Tabula anea. 4to. 
Halz, 1797. | 
C. T. Windel, Difl. In. de Aneuryſmate, 
præſertim de illo Arteriz popliteæ. Evo. 
Gottingen, 1795. 

Anſelmi Wolf, Diff. In. de involvendis 


Corporis Humani Extremitatibus. - 8vo. 
Gottinge, 1794. 


Dis- 
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DisskRTATIONESMTDICÆ INAUGURALES, 
quas, ex auctoritate Reverendi admodum 
viri, D. Georgii Baird, S. S. T. P. Acade- 
miæ Edinburgenæ Præfecti; necnon am- 
pliſſimi Senatus Academiæ conſenſu, et no- 
biliſſimæ Facultatis Medicæ decreto pro gra- 
du Doctorali, ſummiſque in Medicina ho- 
noribus, rite et legitime conſequendis, eru- 
ditorum examini ſubjecerunt, ad diem 24tum 
Junii 1796. 


Joannes Adams, Virginienſis, De Suſpen/a 
Reſpiratione. 

Joannes Barclay, Scotus, De Principio Vi- 
tall. | 

Joannes Beamiſh, Hibernus, De Pneu 
monia. 

Jacobus Bell, Scoto-Britannus, De Apo- 
plexia Hydrocephalica. 

Bernardus Harding, Jamaicenſis, De Ty- 
pho Icterode. 

Jacobus Hare, Scotus, De Phthiſi. 

Joannes Heddle, Orcadenſis, De Variola. 

Jacobus Jones, Virginienſis, De Tetano. 

Tullius M' Hugh, Hibernus, De Podagra. 

Carolus 
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Carolus Morgan, Cambro-Brittannus, De 
Podagro. 

Thomas Archibald Murray, Anglus, De 
Natura Morbi ex Submerſione oriundi. 

Thomas Stokes Salmon, Anglus, De Cho- 
rea. 
Jacobus Vernon, Jamaicenſis, De Diabete. 

David Walker, Virginienſis, De Inflam- 
matione. 

Gulielmus Webb, Anglus, De Morbis E- 
pidemicis. 

Gulielmus Widows; Anplus, De * 
tonitide Puerperarum. 


6 Mepicæ EDINBURGENÆ, 
ad diem 12mun Septembris 1796. 


Samuel Adams, Hibernus, De Phthiſi Pul. 
monali. , 

Jacobus Bannerman, Scotus, De Ber 
teria. 

Bartholomew Carter, Hibernus, De 1nfan- 
tibus Tractandis. 

Savageſius Donovan, Hibernus, De Cy- 
nanche Maligna. f 

Andreas Galbraith, Hibernus, De Error:- 
bus evitandis in Studiis Medicine proſequentis. 

| Jacobus 
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Jacobus Kirby, Hibernus, De Typhs. 

Robertus Lidderdale, Scotus, De Imagina- 
tione. | 

Dominicus Lynch, Barbadenſis, De Poda- 
Fra. 

Franciſcus Macartney, Hibernus, De Va- 
riola. 

Petrus M*Loughlin, Hibernus, De Oculo 
Humano. | 

Henricus Nibbs, ex Inſula Dominicenſi, 
De Variola. 

Franciſcus Peyton, Virginienſis, De Dyſen- 
teria. | 
Thomas Williamſon Routh, Anglus, De 

Typho Petechiali. 

Jacobus Sheehy, Hibernus, De Hydroce- 
phalo Interno. 

Joannes Yelloly, Anglus, De Cynanche 
Tracheali, 


INDEX. 
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IR.-BLADDER of the ſword-fiſh, account of the 
gas contained in it, 


Angina pectoris, diſſertatio de, 
polypoſa, eſſay on, . 


Arneman, Dr, intended publication of plates of the 
bones, — | 


Aſthma acutum periodicum, eſſay on, 
= 
Ball, Mr John, method of preparing Britiſh opium, 


Banks, Sir Joſeph, letter to, reſpecting the internal 
uſe of nitric acid, - 


Beddoes, Dr Thomas, obſervations on the medicinal 
uſe of faQitious airs, 


Bell, Mr John, intended publication on the anatomy 
of the heart and blood-veſlels, — 

Biliary obſtructions from calculi, cured by ſali vation, 

Borthwick, Dr George, hiſtory of a caſe terminating 
fatally from ſwallowing a plumb-ſtone, 
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Pa, 
Brain ſuſtaining a conſiderable injury without a ſatal 
conſequence, - - - 358 
Brandis, Dr J. D. upon the uſe of the lukewarm 
bath in fevers, — - | 73 
Brodbelt, Dr Francis, account of the gas contained 
in the aĩr- bladder of the Sword-fiſh, - 393 
Bronchocele, eſſay on, — - 17 
Bryce, Mr James, account of the yellow fever, 116 
C 
Calomel ſucceſsfully employed in conſtipation, 310 
Conſtipation, obſtinate caſe of, cured by calomel, 310 
Conſumption, Dr Girtanner's obſervations on, 53 
Cretiniſm, eſſay on, — — — — 17 
Crichton, Dr Andrew, remarkable caſe of cynanche, 318 
Crumpe, Dr Samuel, death of, 3 423 
Cynanche, caſe of, terminating favourably by furious 
delirium, - - - 318 
D 
Darwin, Dr Eraſmus, Zoonomia, " = 209 
Davidſon, Dr W. obſervations on the pulmonary 
ſyſtem, * Ld ; WP | 149 
Diabetes, ſingular caſe of, 5 343 
cured by the internal uſe of nitrous acid, 382 
Dyſentery, remarks on, — a 44 
Eaſon, 
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E 
Eaſon, Dr Alexander, death of, — — 423 
— fever of Jamaica, ſingular caſe of, 328 
— — , Obſervations on, - 334 
F | 
Factitious airs, obſervations on, - - 245 
Fevers, uſe of lukewarm bath in, - - 73 
Fiſcher, Dr C. E. medical and ſurgical obſervations 
on London, = — — = 62 


Fodere, eſſay on bronchocele and cretiniſm, SP > 
Fontaine, F. L. ſurgical and medical treatiſes reſpe&- 


ing Poland, — a — — 1 
G 
Gibbons, Dr Thomas, caſes of biliary obſtruction 
cured by ſali vation, 


8 * 279 


Girtanner, Dr, experiments and obſervations on 
Beddoes's new method of curing conſumption, 


53 
— „intended publication reſpecting bo- 
dies hitherto conſidered as ſimple, — 411 


Grapengieſſer, Dr Car. Jo. de hydrope plethorico, 179 
Gratiola, effects of, in madneſs, - 
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Hamilton, Dr n junior, ſelect caſes in mid- 
an | — 8. - - 426 


— —, * on the ſeats and 
PPE: of diſeaſes, =» - 


- — 406 
Vor. I. G g 


Harveian 


* ” 
—— — 4” —N rr e 8 — 1 we 2 - — * —_— 1 


- 2 


466 IN D E X. 


Page 
Harveian Society of Edinburgh, their prize-que- 
ſtions, — — - — 413 
Hoſack, Dr David, cure of hydrocele ny injection, 306 
————; caſe of obſtinate conſtipation cured 
1 calomel, - - - — 310 
Hufeland, C. W. remarks on dyſentery, - 44 
Hydrocele, cure of, by injection, I 14. 7 306 
Hydrope plethorica, diſſertatio de, r » . 96 
1 
Iron- nail, ſingular ſymptoms from ſwallowing one, 37 
J 
Jail-fever at Wincheſter, deſcription o, — B81 
K 


Kellie, Mr George, account of the alimentary canal 
of the ſhark, - = =» - - 395 
—— intended publication on the ef- 
fects of compreſſion by the tourniquet, - 409 
Kennedy, Mr John, account of the effects of the toon- 
bark, - - - — 387 
; L 
Lapidis ſuilli uſus in lithiafis renal, 187 
Liljeblad, Dr Samuel, de uſu lapidis ſuilli in lithiaſi 
renali j, - - - 187 
Liver, obſtruction of, removed by the internal uſe of - 


nitrous acid, - - — * 375 
Loureiro, 
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Pear 


Plum 
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Page 
Loureiro, Dr John, death of, - - 421 
Lukewarm bath, uſe in fevers, 16 73 
| * 
Maclarty, Dr, ſingular caſe of the epidemic fever of 
Jamaica, - - - - 328 | 
Madneſs, effects of gratiola in, — — 41 
Midwifery, ſelect caſes in, — - 266 
N 
Nitrous acid, its effects in deſtroying contagion, 16 3 
effects from the internal uſe of, 375 
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